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Abstract In this article, we will focus on cattle-human relations in the colonisation 
of two di!erent but connected regions of the Paraguayan Chaco: the Puerto Casado 
territory and the Mennonite colonies. In particular, we aim at showing how colonisation 
unfolds through multiple, unpredictable encounters, or what Tsing also calls “contin-
gent lineages”. As these provisional encounters ‘take hold’ through time, they give birth 
to di!erent worlds and bring di!erent beings into existence. Building on Anna Tsing’s 
recent work (2015), we trace the historical evolution of these “vulnerable” and “shi"ing 
assemblages” of both humans – with their material and financial technologies – and 
non-humans (animals/cows/grasses). In so doing, we propose that colonisation – the 
“becoming-necessary” of these aleatory encounters, as Louis Althusser puts it –, rather 
than a fact accomplished once and for all, is constantly (re-)produced through an inces-
sant flux of “precarious combinations”.
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1 Introduction

Since the beginning, humans chose cattle as one of their main al-
lies in the colonisation of the Americas (Bonifacio forthcoming; Ficek 
������6SHFKW��������7KH�UVW�FDWWOHށ��RI�$QGDOXVLDQ�RULJLQVށ��DUULYHG�
WR�WKH�&DULEEHDQ�LVODQG�RI�OD�+LVSDQLROD�GXULQJ�&ROXPEXVއ�VHFRQG�WULS�
WR�WKH�1HZ�:RUOG��LQ�������3ULPR�������DQG�IURP�WKHUH�WKH\�WUDYHOOHG�
DFURVV�WKH�YDVW�6RXWK�$PHULFDQ�FRQWLQHQW�IROORZLQJ�WKH�FRORQLVHUVއ�
WUDMHFWRULHV�RQ�ODQG��7KH�UROH�RI�WKHVH�GRPHVWLFDWHG�DQLPDOV��QHYHU-
WKHOHVV��VRRQ�HVFDSHG�KXPDQ�FRQWURO�DQG�ELJ�TXDQWLWLHV�RI�FDWWOH�ೱHG�
WKH�GRPXV�DQG�JRW�DWWXQHGށ��QGLQJ�UHIXJH�LQ�UHPRWH�DUHDVށ��WR�QHZ�
FROOHFWLYHV�RI�EHLQJV��7KHVH�IHUDO�FDWWOH�UHFHLYHG��LQ�WKH�ODQJXDJH�RI�
WKH�FRORQLVHUV��PDQ\�QDPHVށ��baguales, cimarrones, sagua’aށ��PRVW�RI�
them being neologisms emerging at the encounter between Castilian 
DQG�LQGLJHQRXV�ORFDO�ODQJXDJHV��$UURP�������GH�$YLOH]�5RFKD�������1
)HUDO�FDWWOH�ZHUH�SXW�E\�WKH�FRORQLVHUV�LQ�WKH�VDPH�FDWHJRU\�RI�HV-

FDSHG�LQGLJHQRXV�SHRSOH�DQG�VODYHV�RI�$IULFDQ�GHVFHQW��DQG�PRUH�LQ�
JHQHUDO�OLNHQHG�WRފ�FRQYLFWV�RQ�WKH�ORRVHދ��,QJROG�����������LQWHUSUHW-
LQJ�WKHLU�EHKDYLRXU�DV�DQ�DFW�RIފ�UHVLVWDQFHދ�WR�KXPDQV��+ULEDO�����). 
Terms like cimarron, IRU�LQVWDQFH��ZHUH�XVHG�WR�GHQH�ERWK�FDWWOH�DQG�
UHEHOOLRXV�KXPDQV��DQG�WKLV�YHU\�ZRUG�VRRQ�VHWWOHG�LQ�WKH�(QJOLVK�ODQ-
JXDJH�LQ�WKH�LQWHU�VSHFLHV�FDWHJRU\�RIފ�PDURRQދ��GH�$YLOH]�5RFKD�����). 
)RU�DERXW�WZR�KXQGUHG�\HDUV��WKH�H[SHFWHG�DOOLDQFH�EHWZHHQ�KXPDQV�
DQG�FRZV�ZDV�FRQVWDQWO\�FKDOOHQJHG�E\�WKH�ODWWHU��DQG�UDLVLQJ�FDWWOH�LQ�
6RXWK�$PHULFDށ��EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�ODUJH�DPRXQW�RI�D�IHUDO�SRSXODWLRQށ��ZDV�
���DUHWWD��'XQFDQ��0DUNR೯%��ދIDU�OHVV�LPSRUWDQW�WKDQ�KXQWLQJ�WKHPފ��, 
������&RQWHPSRUDU\�JHQHWLFLVWV�DQG�]RRORJLVWV�UHIHU�WR�WKH�GHVFHQGDQWV�
RI�WKHVH�UVW�FRZV�LQ�/DWLQ�$PHULFD�DVފ�FUHROHދ�FDWWOH��0DUWLQH]�HW�DO��
�������DQ�H[SUHVVLRQ�LQLWLDOO\�XVHG�WR�UHIHU�WR�WKH�ORFDO�GHVFHQGHQWV�RI�
(XURSHDQ�VHWWOHUV�DQG�FXUUHQWO\�XVHG�LQ�PRVW�FRXQWULHV�WR�LQGLFDWH�WKH�
ORFDO�QRQ�LQGLJHQRXV�SRSXODWLRQ�RI�PL[HG�RULJLQV�
%HJLQQLQJ�ZLWK�QLQHWHHQWK�FHQWXU\��QHZ�EUHHGV��razas) of cat-

WOHށ��FRQVLGHUHG� PRUH� SURGXFWLYHO\� �އH೯LFLHQWކ WKDQ� WKH� FUHROH�
RQHVށ��ZHUH�LQWURGXFHG�LQ�6RXWK�$PHULFD�IURP�GL೯HUHQW�UHJLRQV�RI�
WKH�ZRUOG��,Q�IDFW��WKH�FRQWUROOHG�EUHHGLQJ�RI�FDWWOHށ��GHQHG�DVފ�WKH�
SURGXFWLRQ�RI�GHVLUHG�ERG\�DQG�KDLU�TXDOLWLHV�WKURXJK�WKH�FRQWURO�RI�
UHSURGXFWLRQދ��+ULEDO�����������ށ��KDG�DOUHDG\�EHFRPH�D�VWDQGDUG�

1 7KLV�DUWLFOH�LV�EDVHG�RQ�9DOHQWLQD�%RQLIDFLRއV�UHVHDUFK�LQ�WKH�&DVDGR�WHUULWRU\�LQ�
WKH�HDVWHUQ�3DUDJXD\DQ�&KDFR�DQG�RQ�$OHVVDQGUR�0DUHVFDއV�HOGZRUN�LQ�WKH�0HQQR-
QLWH�FRORQLHV�RI�WKH�&HQWUDO�&KDFR��0DUHVFD�UHFHLYHG�IXQGLQJ�IURP�WKH�(XURSHDQ�5H-
VHDUFK�&RXQFLO��(5&��XQGHU�WKH�(XURSHDQ�8QLRQއV�+RUL]RQ�2020�UHVHDUFK�DQG�LQQRYD-
tion programme (grant agreement no. 7725���,03$&7�+$8��

,QWURGXFWLRQ�KDV�EHHQ�ZULWWHQ�E\�%RQLIDFLR�DQG�0DUHVFD�WRJHWKHU��WKH�VHFWLRQފ�WKH�
&DVDGR�WHUULWRU\ދ��FKV��������KDV�EHHQ�ZULWWHQ�E\�%RQLIDFLR�DQG�WKH�VHFWLRQފ�WKH�0HQ-
QRQLWH�&RORQLHVދ��FKV����������E\�0DUHVFD�
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SUDFWLFH�LQ�(XURSH�VLQFH�WKH�VHYHQWHHQWK�DQG�HLJKWHHQWK�FHQWXU\��7KH�
LQWURGXFWLRQ�RI�QHZ�EUHHGV�KDG�WKH�REMHFWLYH�WRކ�LPSURYHއ�WKH�FUHROH�
RQHV��ZKRVH�ERGLHV�DQG�JHQHWLF�KHULWDJH�KDG�DGDSWHG�WR�WKH�PRVW�H[-
WUHPH�HFRORJLFDO�FRQGLWLRQV��
,Q�RUGHU�WR�KLJKOLJKW�D�FUXFLDO�PRPHQW�LQ�WKH�KLVWRU\�RI�KXPDQ�

FDWWOH�UHODWLRQVKLSV��ZH�ZLOO�MX[WDSRVH�LQ�WKLV�DUWLFOH�ZKDW�ZH�FDOOHG�
���7KH�WUDQVLWLRQ�IURP�RQHއWKH�DJH�RI�WKH�JULGކ��ZLWKއWKH�DJH�RI�sagua’aކ
DJH�WR�WKH�RWKHU�LPSOLHV�WKH�VKLIW�IURP�D�SURGXFWLRQ�V\VWHP�EDVHG�RQ�
WKH�H[SORLWDWLRQ�RI�PDLQO\�FUHROH�FDWWOH�WR�DQRWKHU�EDVHG�RQ�WKH�LQWUR-
GXFWLRQ�RI�FDSLWDO�LQWHQVLYH�IRUPV�RI�FDWWOH�UDQFKLQJ�DQGކ�LPSURYHGއ�
FDWWOH�EUHHGV��$OWKRXJK�WKLV�WUDQVLWLRQ�LV�FRPPRQ�WR�PDQ\�UHJLRQV�RI�
WKH�ZRUOG��RXU�DLP�LV�WR�KLJKOLJKW�LWV�VSHFLFLWLHV�LQ�WKH�3DUDJXD\DQ�
&KDFR��LQ�RUGHU�WR�VKRZ�KRZ�GL೯HUHQW�LGHRORJLHV�RI�SRZHU��UDFH�DQG�
SURJUHVV�KDYH�VKDSHG�LWV�FRQJXUDWLRQ�RQ�D�ORFDO�OHYHO�
7KH�UVW�FDWWOH�HQWHUHG�WKH�HDVWHUQ�SDUW�RI�WKH�3DUDJXD\DQ�&KDFR�

IURP�%UD]LO�DW�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�QLQHWHHQWK�FHQWXU\��DOWKRXJK�LW�LV�SRV-
VLEOH�WKDW�WKH�UVW�FRZV�ZHUH�DOVR�EURXJKW�WR�WKH�&KDFR�GXULQJ�WKH�
VKRUW�OLYHG�-HVXLW�DQG�)UDQFLVFDQ�PLVVLRQV�RI�WKH�VHYHQWHHQWK�DQG�
HLJKWHHQWK�FHQWXULHV��,Q�WKLV�DUWLFOH��ZH�ZLOO�IRFXV�RQ�WZR�GL೯HUHQW�
EXW�FRQQHFWHG�UHJLRQV�RI�WKH�3DUDJXD\DQ�&KDFR��WKH�0HQQRQLWH�FRO-
RQLHV�RI�WKH�FHQWUDO�&KDFR�RQ�WKH�RQH�KDQG��DQG�D�WHUULWRU\�JRYHUQHG�
IRU�PRUH�WKDQ�D�KXQGUHG�\HDUV�E\�WKH�$UJHQWLQLDQ�WDQQLQ�LQGXVWU\�RI�
WKH�&DUORV�&DVDGR�6�$��RQ�WKH�RWKHU��2XU�DLP�LV�WR�VKRZ�KRZ�FRORQL-
VDWLRQ�XQIROGV�WKURXJK�PXOWLSOH��XQSUHGLFWDEOH�HQFRXQWHUV��$OWKXVV-
er �������RU�ZKDW�7VLQJ�DOVR�FDOOVފ�FRQWLQJHQW�OLQHDJHVދ��7VLQJ�����). 
$V�WKHVH�SURYLVLRQDO�HQFRXQWHUVކ�WDNH�KROGއ�WKURXJK�WLPH��WKH\�JLYH�
ELUWK�WR�GL೯HUHQW�ZRUOGV�DQG�EULQJ�GL೯HUHQW�EHLQJV�LQWR�H[LVWHQFH��%\�
WUDFLQJ�WKH�KLVWRULFDO�HYROXWLRQ�RI�WKHVHފ�YXOQHUDEOHދ�DQGފ�VKLIWLQJ�
DVVHPEODJHVދ��7VLQJ�2015��RI�ERWK�KXPDQVށ��ZLWK�WKHLU�PDWHULDO�DQG�
QDQFLDO�WHFKQRORJLHVށ��DQG�QRQ�KXPDQ��DQLPDOV�FRZV�JUDVVHV���ZH�
SURSRVH�WKDW�FRORQLVDWLRQށ��WKHފ�EHFRPLQJ�QHFHVVDU\ދ�RI�WKHVH�DOHD-
WRU\�HQFRXQWHUV��$OWKXVVHU������ށ���UDWKHU�WKDQ�D�IDFW�DFFRPSOLVKHG�
RQFH�DQG�IRU�DOO��LV�FRQVWDQWO\��UH��SURGXFHG�WKURXJK�DQ�LQFHVVDQW�ೱX[�
RIފ�SUHFDULRXV�FRPELQDWLRQVދ��$OWKXVVHU�������VHH�7VLQJ�2015, 20).

2 The Casado Territory

,Q�������&DUORV�&DVDGR�GHO�$OLVDOށ��D�6SDQLVK�HQWUHSUHQHXU�EDVHG�LQ�
$UJHQWLQDށ��ERXJKW�DSSUR[LPDWHO\�VL[�PLOOLRQ�KHFWDUHV�LQ�WKH�3DUD-
JXD\DQ�&KDFR��7KLV�ODUJH�DQG�VWLOO�XQFRORQLVHG�WHUULWRU\��LQKDELWHG�
E\�VHYHUDO�JURXSV�RI�LQGLJHQRXV�SHRSOH��KDG�EHHQ�VROG�WR�&DVDGR�E\�
WKH�3DUDJXD\DQ�JRYHUQPHQW�LQ�RUGHU�WR�FRYHU�WKH�HFRQRPLF�GHFLW�
FDXVHG�E\�WKH�:DU�RI�WKH�7ULSOH�$OOLDQFH������������&DVDGRއV�LQWHQWLRQ�
ZDV�WR�H[SORLW�WKH�LPPHQVH�UHVHUYH�RI�quebracho�WUHHV�GLVVHPLQDWHG�
LQ�WKH�DUHD�DQG�SURFHVV�WKHP�LQ�RUGHU�WR�SURGXFH�WDQQLQ��D�VXEVWDQFH�
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XVHG�LQWHUQDWLRQDOO\�VLQFH�WKH�QLQHWHHQWK�FHQWXU\�SUHFLVHO\�WRކ�WDQއ�
OHDWKHU��1HYHUWKHOHVV��WKH�&DUORV�&DVDGR�6�$��UHOLHG�VLQFH�WKH�EHJLQ-
QLQJ�RQ�D�GRXEOH�FKDLQ�RI�SURGXFWLRQ�EDVHG�RQ�WKH�LQGXVWULDO�SURGXF-
WLRQ�RI�WDQQLQ�IRU�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�H[SRUW�RQ�WKH�RQH�KDQG��DQG�RQ�FDWWOH�
IDUPLQJ�IRU�LQWHUQDO�FLUFXODWLRQ�DQG�FRQVXPSWLRQ�RI�WKH�RWKHU��1H[W�
WR�D�GHQVH�QHWZRUN�RI�ORJJLQJ�FHQWUHV��ZKHUH�quebracho trees were 
FXW�GRZQ�DQG�WUDQVSRUWHG�WR�WKH�ULYHU�VLGH���WKH�&DVDGR�WHUULWRU\�ZDV�
SRSXODWHG�E\�DQ�H[WHQVLYH�QXPEHU�RI�FDWWOH�UDQFKHV��DQG�D�����NLOR-
PHWUHV�UDLOZD\�WUDFN�FRQQHFWHG�VRPH�RI�WKH�FHQWUHV�WR�WKH�IDFWRU\�RQ�
WKH�ULYHU�VKRUH��:KHQ�UHIHUULQJ�WRފ�WKH�FHQWUHދ��el centro) of the Cas-
DGR�WHUULWRU\��ORFDO�SHRSOH�UHIHU�WR�WKH�LQWHULRU�RI�WKH�&KDFR��DQG�LQ�
SDUWLFXODU�NLORPHWUH����RI�WKH�UDLOZD\�WUDFN��UDWKHU�WKDQ�WR�WKH�FRP-
SDQ\�WRZQ�LWVHOI��FDOOHG�3XHUWR�&DVDGR�
6LQFH�WKH�YHU\�IRXQGDWLRQ�RI�WKH�&DUORV�&DVDGR�WDQQLQ�LQGXVWU\��

cattle were instrumental to men in the colonisation of the Chaco. This 
DVSHFW�LV�FOHDUO\�VWDWHG�LQ�KLV�PHPRLU�E\�$GDPR�/XFFKHVL��DQ�,WDO-
LDQ�H[SORUHU�VHQW�LQ������E\�&DUORV�&DVDGR�WR�QG�D�ORFDWLRQ�IRU�WKH�
VRRQ�WR�EH�FRQVWUXFWHG�WDQQLQ�IDFWRU\�DORQJ�WKH�3DUDJXD\�ULYHU��$I-
WHU�DUULYLQJ�WR�WKH�&KDFR��/XFFKHVLއV�UVW�LQLWLDWLYH�ZDV�WR�LPSRUW�FDW-
WOH�IURP�WKH�%UD]LOLDQ�VLGH�RI�WKH�3DUDJXD\�5LYHU�LQ�RUGHU�WR�LPSURYH�
WKH�ORFDO��FUHROH��FDWWOH�UDFH��ZKLFK�KH�FRQVLGHUHGފ�LQIHULRU��KDOI�ZLOG�
DQG�RI�OLWWOH�YDOXHދ��/XFFKHVL�������������7KH�FRPSDQ\�WRZQ�RI�3XHU-
WR�&DVDGR�EHJDQ�DV�D�VPDOO�FDWWOH�UDQFK�RQ�WKH�ULJKW�VLGH�RI�WKH�3DU-
DJXD\�5LYHU��RQ�WKH�OHIW�LQ�WKH�SLFWXUH��[fig. 1].
7KH�DELOLW\�RI�WKH�FRPSDQ\�WR�SURYLGH�LWV�ZRUNHUV�ZLWK�D�FKHDS�DQG�

FRQVWDQW�ೱRZ�RI�EHHI�DVVXUHG�WKHLU�OR\DOW\�WR�LW�IRU�PRUH�WKDQ�D�KXQ-
GUHG�\HDUV��$�V\PERO�RI�ZHDOWK�DQG�JRRG�OLIH��HDWLQJ�EHHIށ��LQLWLDOO\�
D�SULYLOHJH�RI�WKH�KLJKHU�FODVVHV�ERWK�LQ�WKH�$PHULFDV��6SHFKW�2019) 
DQG�LQ�(QJODQG��+ULEDO������ށ��ZDV�DSSUHFLDWHG�WUDQVYHUVDOO\�E\�DOO�
VRFLDO�FODVVHV��IURP�PDQDJHUV�WR�OXPEHUMDFNV�DQG�IDFWRU\�ZRUNHUV��
6LQFH�&DVDGRއV�IDUPV�ZHUH�VFDWWHUHG�DURXQG�DQ�H[WHQGHG�WHUULWRU\��
WKH�PDMRULW\�RI�WKH�FDWWOH�ZHUH�OHIW�IUHH�WR�URDP�DURXQG��DQG�VRPH�RI�
WKHP�ZHQW�IHUDO�DQG�UHSURGXFHG�RQ�WKHLU�RZQ�LQWR�WKH�ZRRGV��7KHVH�
UXQDZD\�FDWWOH�ZHUH�RIފ�FUHROHދ�EUHHGV��DQG�DOWKRXJK�ZHOO�DGDSWHG�
WR�WKH�DULGLW\�RI�WKH�SODFH��WKH\�ZHUHފ�DOO�KRUQV�DQG�ERQH�DQG�ZLOG�
H\HV��WRXJK�DV�WKH�GHYLOދ��&UDLJ�������������7R�LPSURYH�WKHLU�EUHHG�LQ�
D�VFLHQWLF��V\VWHPDWLF�ZD\��DQG�WR�SURGXFH�GRFLOH�DQLPDOV��WKH�&D�
VDGR�FRPSDQ\�HVWDEOLVKHG�D�VSHFLDO�FHQWUH�IRU�FDWWOH�LQVHPLQDWLRQ�DW�
NLORPHWUH����R೯�WKH�UDLOZD\�WUDFN�
7KH�LQVHPLQDWLRQ�FHQWUH��SUREDEO\�IRXQGHG�DURXQG�WKH�����V��KDG�

EHHQ�ODEHOOHG�E\�WKH�3DUDJXD\DQ�PDQDJHUށ��(XJHQLR�+HUPRVDށ��DV�D�
-��HFKRLQJ�WKH�WDQQLQ�ODE�WKDW�ZDV�IXQFWLRQLQJ�LQ�WKH�IDFއVFLHQWLF�ODEކ
WRU\��'RQ�+HUPRVD�ZRXOG�WHDFK�KLV�FRZER\Vށ��ZLWK�LQWHUPLWWHQW�VXF-
FHVVށ��WR�EHKDYH�LQ�VSHFLF��K\JLHQLF��ZD\V��DQG�WR�LQVHPLQDWH�FDW-
WOH�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�VFLHQWLF�VWDQGDUGV�
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+HUPRVD�ZDV�WKH�DGPLQLVWUDWRU�RI�NP�����+H�ZDVQއW�FRPSDVVLRQD-
WH��KH�ZDV�PHDQ�WR�PH��,I�,�KDG�D�PDFKHWH��RU�D�JXQ��KH�GLGQއW�ZDQW�
PH�WR�JHW�LQWR�KLV�ODE��<RX�KDG�WR�JHW�LQ�ZLWK�FOHDQ�KDQGV��,W�PDGH�
PH�DQJU\��,�WROG�KLP���GR�QRW�QHHG�WR�JHW�LQ��LI�,�ZDQW�WR�SXQFK,ފ�
\RX��,�FDQ�GR�LW�RQ�WKH�VWUHHWދ���2UWL]��(XORJLR��(VWDQFLHUR��3XHUWR�
&DVDGR�����GH�PD\R�GH�����)

<RX�FDQއW�WRXFK�GRJV�EHIRUH�\RX�LQVHPLQDWH�WKHP�>WKH�FRZV@��<RX�
FDQއW�WRXFK�GRJV��WKH�ZKLS��RU�VPRNH��,W�LV�DEVROXWHO\�SURKLELWHG��
7KLV�NLOOV�WKH�EDELHV�>WKH�EXOOއV�VHPHQ@��7KH�SODFH�KDV�WR�EH�FOHDQ��
UHDOO\�FOHDQ��<RX�QHHG�WR�ZDVK�\RXU�KDQGV��SXW�WDOFXP�SRZGHU�DQG�
WKHQ�JORYHV��,W�GRHVQއW�KDYH�WR�EH�QRLV\��<RX�KDYH�WR�VWD\�FDOP�ZKHQ�
\RX�DSSURDFK�WKH�FRZ��7KH�LQVHPLQDWRU�KDV�WR�LQVHPLQDWH�TXLHW-
O\��+H�KDV�WR�WDON�VRIWO\���$UFH��%HQLJQR��(VWDQFLHUR��3XHUWR�&DVD-
GR�����GH�PDU]R�GH�����)

,QWR�KLV�ODE��(XJHQLR�+HUPRVD�ZRXOG�LQVHPLQDWH�WKH�FRZV�ZLWK�VHPHQ�
WDNHQ�IURP�EXOOV�RI�GL೯HUHQW�UDFHV��1HORUH��6DQWD�*HUWXGLV��+HUHIRUG��
+RODQGD��$OWKRXJK�WKHVH�UDFHV�DUH�QDWLYH�IURP�UHPRWH�SODFHV�VXFK�DV�
,QGLD�RU�(QJODQG��WKH�FRPSDQ\�ERXJKW�WKHP�IURP�%UD]LO�RU�IURP�WKH�
86$��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�+HUPRVDއV�EURWKHU��IRU�LQVWDQFH��WKH�FRPSDQ\�LP-
SRUWHG�KLV�UVW�6DQWD�*HUWUXGLV�EXOO�LQ�WKH�ODWH�1950V�E\�SODQH�IURP�
.LQJއV�5DQFK�LQ�7H[DVށ��IRXQGHG�LQ�����RQH�RI�WKH�ELJJHVW�FDWWOHށ���

Figure 1 View of the cerro from the top. Puerto Casado-Puerto Celina. Chaco, Paraguay, 1896.  
Photo by G. Boggiani
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UDQFKHV�LQ�WKH�86$��,Q�NLORPHWUH�����ZRUNHUV�OHDUQW�KRZ�WR�EHKDYH�
ZLWK�FRZV�LQ�D�ZD\�WKDW�ZRXOG�LQFUHDVH�WKHLU�DELOLW\�WR�JHW�SUHJQDQW��
7KH\�REVHUYHG�WKHLU�EHKDYLRXU�DQG�WKH\�GHVLJQHGށ��DW�OHDVW�IURP�WKH�
ZRUNHUVއ�SRLQW�RI�YLHZށ��D�FRQWH[W�WKDW�ZRXOG�PDNH�WKHP�IHHO�DW�HDVH�
LQ�RUGHU�WR�LQFUHDVH�WKH�ODE�IHUWLOLW\�UDWH�

&RZV�ZHUH�WDPHG��YHU\�WDPHG��<RX�QHHG�WR�WHDFK�WKHP�>KRZ�WR�
EH�WDPHG@�IURP�D�\RXQJ�DJH��<RX�ೱLUW�ZLWK�WKHP��\RX�FDOO�WKHP�
E\�WKHLU�QDPH�DQG�WKH\�FRPH��,I�WKH\�ZDQWHG�WR�OLVWHQ�WR�WKH�UD-
GLR�WKH\�ZRXOG�JR�DQG�VPHOO�LW��DQG�\RX�XQGHUVWRRG�\RX�KDG�WR�
WXUQ�LW�RQ��7KDWއV�KRZ�LW�ZRUNHG��$QG�LI�WKH�EXOO�GLG�QRW�ZDQW�WR�
ZRUN��\RX�WXUQHG�RQ�WKH�UDGLR��\RX�SXW�VRPH�SROND�WKDW�KH�OLNHG�
DQG�WKHQ�KH�ZRXOG�VWDUW�WRޔ�>KH�ODXJKV@�WKH\�ZHUH�UHDOO\�QRW�VH-
ULRXV� LQ�NP������$UFH��%HQLJQR��(VWDQFLHUR��3XHUWR�&DVDGR�����
GH�PDU]R�GH�����)

7KURXJK�WKH�LQVHPLQDWLRQ�FHQWUH�RI�NLORPHWUH�����D�QHZކ�VFLHQWLFއ�
ZD\�RI�KDQGOLQJ�FDWWOHށ��EDVHG�RQ�D�FORVH�FRQWURO�RYHU�WKHLU�UHSURGXF-
WLYH�IXQFWLRQV�DQG�RQ�WKHކ�EHWWHUPHQWއ�RI�WKHLU�JHQHWLF�KHULWDJHށ��ZDV�
LQWURGXFHG�LQ�WKH�&DVDGR�WHUULWRU\��,Q�VXFK�D�FRQWUROOHG�HQYLURQPHQW��
ZRUNHUV�ZRXOG�FDOOފ�WKHIWދ��robo��HYHQWV�VXFK�DV�EXOOV�MXPSLQJ�WKH�
IHQFH�DQG�LPSUHJQDWLQJ�FDWWOH�LQ�D�QDWXUDO�ZD\��LQ�DQ�DFW�RI�UHEHO-
OLRQ�WRZDUGV�WKH�OLPLWV�LPSRVHG�XSRQ�WKHP��,GHDOO\��DOO�FRZV�KDG�WR�
JLYH�ELUWK�DW�WKH�VDPH�WLPH��EH�YDFFLQDWHG�DW�WKH�VDPH�WLPH��DQG�SUR-
GXFH�R೯VSULQJ�WKDW�ZRXOG�JURZ�XS�DW�WKH�VDPH�SDFH��7KLV�QHZ�ZD\�RI�
PDQDJLQJ�JRYHUQLQJ�OLIH�FDQ�EH�FRPSDUHG�WR�D�SODQWDWLRQ�V\VWHP��$V�
7VLQJ�ZULWHV��LQ�IDFWފ��VLQFH�WKH�WLPH�RI�WKH�SODQWDWLRQ��FRPPHUFLDO�
DJULFXOWXUH�KDV�DLPHG�WR�VHJUHJDWH�D�VLQJOH�FURS�DQG�ZRUN�WRZDUGV�
LWV�VLPXOWDQHRXV�ULSHQLQJ�IRU�D�FRRUGLQDWHG�KDUYHVW��7ދKLV�XQLHG�
UK\WKP�RI�JURZWK�DQG�GHYHORSPHQW�LV�RSSRVHG�E\�WKH�DQWKURSRORJLVW�
WR�WKHފ�SDWWHUQV�RI�XQLQWHQWLRQDO�FRRUGLQDWLRQދ��7VLQJ�2015, 22), the 
PXOWLSOH�UK\WKP�SURGXFHG�E\�RWKHU�IRUPV�RI�JDUGHQLQJ��OLNH�WKH�RQH�
FDUULHG�RQ�E\�LQGLJHQRXV�SHRSOH�LQ�WKH�IRUHVW�RI�%RUQHR��,Q�D�VLPLODU�
ZD\��WKH�OLYHV�RI�IHUDO�FDWWOH�ZHUH�YHU\�GL೯HUHQW�IURP�WKH�RQHV�RI�WKH�
FRZV�LQ�NLORPHWUH�����VLQFH�WKH\�EHFDPH�DWWXQHG�WR�WKH�FROOHFWLYH�RI�
EHLQJVށ��WKH�HFRORJ\�RI�VHOYHV��.RKQ������ށ��WKDW�IRUPHG�WKH�SDWFKHV�
RI�IRUHVWށ��WKHފ�SRO\SKRQLF�DVVHPEODJHދ��7VLQJ�2015�����ށ��VWLOO�H[LVW-
LQJ�LQ�EHWZHHQ�WKH�ORJJLQJ�FHQWUHV�DQG�WKH�HVWDQFLDV�
)RU�DOPRVW�RQH�KXQGUHG�\HDUV��XQWLO�DSSUR[LPDWHO\� WKH�1990s, 

ZKHQ�IHUDO�FDWWOH�SUREDEO\�GLVDSSHDUHG�IURP�WKH�DUHD��WZR�ELJ�FDWH-
JRULHV�RI�FDWWOH�LQKDELWHG�WKH�&DVDGR�WHUULWRU\��WKHކ�UDFLDOO\�LPSURYHGއ�
RQHV�WKDW�ZHUH�OLYLQJ�LQ�WKH�HVWDQFLDV��DQG�WKH�FUHROH�RQHV�OLYLQJ�LQ�
the bush (monte���WKDW�ZHUH�QRW�EUDQGHG�QHLWKHU�R೯LFLDOO\�RZQHG�E\�
DQ\RQH��DOWKRXJK�WKH�FRPSDQ\�GLG�FODLP�VRPH�NLQG�RI�OHJLWLPDWH�RZQ-
HUVKLS�RYHU�WKHP���7KLV�VHFRQG�FDWHJRU\�RI�FDWWOH�DUH�FDOOHG�LQ�*XDUD-
ni sagua’a��D�WHUP�RI�XQFHUWDLQ�HW\PRORJ\�PD\EH�UHVXOWLQJ�IURP�WKH�
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transformation of the parallel term bagual, VWLOO�XVHG�ZLWK�WKH�VDPH�
SXUSRVH�LQ�$UJHQWLQD�DQG�%UD]LO��7KLV�FOHDU�GLYLVLRQ�EHWZHHQކ�IUHHއ�
DQGކ�FRQWUROOHGއ�FDWWOH�VWUXFWXUHG�WKH�LPDJLQDWLYH�KRUL]RQ�RI�SHRSOH�
OLYLQJ�DQG�ZRUNLQJ�LQ�WKH�DUHD��LQ�D�ZD\�WKDW�ZHQW�LQ�PDQ\�ZD\V�EH-
\RQG�WKH�FDWWOH�GRPHVWLFDWLRQ�GRPDLQ��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�6¾VVHNLQG�IRU�
LQVWDQFH��ZKR�ZULWHV�DERXW�D�QHLJKERXULQJ�UHJLRQފ��WKH�RSSRVLWLRQ�
between feral (bagual��DQG�WDPH��DV�LQ�PDQ\�RWKHU�SDUWV�RI�UXUDO�%UD-
]LO��VHHPV�WR�PDNH�PRUH�VHQVH�LQ�WKH�FDVH�RI�3DQWDQDO�WKDQ�WKDW�EH-
WZHHQ�ZLOG�DQG�GRPHVWLFދ��6¾VVHNLQG������������7KH�FRQFHSW�RI�IHUDO-
LW\�KDV�EHHQ�ODWHO\�WKHRULVHG�WR�DFFRXQW�IRU�FRQWHPSRUDU\�HFRORJLHV�
ZKLFK�DUH�WKH�UHVXOW�RI�FRPSOH[�KXPDQ�DQG�RWKHU�WKDQ�KXPDQ�LQWHU-
DFWLRQV��)HUDO�HQWLWLHV�DUH�VXFKފ�EHFDXVH�WKH\�HPHUJH�ZLWKLQ�KXPDQ�
VSRQVRUHG�SURMHFWV�EXW�DUH�QRW�LQ�KXPDQ�FRQWURO�2ދ�,Q�WKLV�DUWLFOH��ZH�
ZLOO�SURSRVH�WR�PDLQWDLQ�D�FULWLFDO�GLVWLQFWLRQ�EHWZHHQކ�sagua’aއ�DQG�
-��GHVFULELQJ�sagua’a as the result of contingent historiއIHUDO�FDWWOHކ
FDO�OLQHDJHV�WKDW�FRPSOH[LI\�WKH�QRWLRQ�RI�IHUDOLW\�E\�JURXQGLQJ�LW�LQ�
D�VSHFLF�FRQWH[W�

3 The Age of Sagua’a (in the Casado Territory)

%HFDXVH�PRVW�RI�&DVDGRއV�FDWWOH�EHFDPH�sagua’a�DQG�URDPHG�IUHHO\�LQ�
WKH�EXVK��RIWHQ�IRU�VHYHUDO�JHQHUDWLRQV��WKH�FRPSDQ\�RUJDQLVHG�WHDPV�
RI�VSHFLDOLVHG�ZRUNHUV�LQ�FKDUJH�RI�FDSWXULQJ�DQG�EULQJLQJ�WKHP�WR�
WKH�VODXJKWHUKRXVH��+XQWLQJ�sagua’a�ZDV�D�GL೯LFXOW�MRE��DQG�SHRSOH�
ZRXOG�VRPHWLPHV�JHW�ZRXQGHG�RU�HYHQ�GLH��7KH�WHDPV�ZHUH�XVXDO-
O\�IRUPHG�E\�D�QRQ�LQGLJHQRXV�IRUHPDQ��WKH�capataz���DQG�D�JURXS�RI�
DERXW�WHQ�LQGLJHQRXV�ZRUNHUV��8QOLNH�WKH�XUEDQ�VSDFH�RI�WKH�IDFWR-
U\��ZKHUH�LQGLJHQRXV�DQG�QRQ�LQGLJHQRXV�ZRUNHUV�ZRXOG�QHYHU�FRPH�
DFURVV�RQH�DQRWKHU��WKH�LQGLJHQRXV�sagualeros�ZRUNHG�LQ�FORVH�FROODE-
RUDWLRQ�ZLWK�WKHLU�QRQ�LQGLJHQRXV�capataz. This form of cultural in-
WLPDF\�JDYH�ULVH�WR�XQXVXDO�FRQWDPLQDWLRQV��VXFK�DV�QRQ�LQGLJHQRXV�
IRUHPHQ�OHDUQLQJ�ORFDO�LQGLJHQRXV�ODQJXDJHV�DQG�XQGHUJRLQJ�VKD-
PDQLF�KHDOLQJ�ULWXDOV�LQ�FDVH�RI�EDG�KHDOWK�FRQGLWLRQV��2Q�WKHLU�SDUW��
LQGLJHQRXV�SHRSOH�VRPHWLPHV�SOD\HG�ZLWK�WKHLUކ�H[RWLFLVPއ�WKUHDWHQ-
LQJ�WKHLU�ERVVHV�ZLWK�GHDWK�E\�VKDPDQLVP�RU�WHDFKLQJ�WKHP�KRZ�WR�
LQWHUDFW�ZLWK�VSLULWV�WKDW�GLGQއW�EHORQJ�WR�WKHLU�FRVPRORJ\��$V�D�QRQ�
LQGLJHQRXV�IRUHPDQ��6DOYDGRU�)UHWHV��RQFH�WROG�PH�WKDW�WKH�0DVNR\�
LQGLJHQRXV�ZRUNHUV�WDXJKW�KLP�KRZ�WR�EH�DEOH�WR�VHH�D�pomberoށ��D�
VSLULW�EHORQJLQJ�WR�WKH�*XDUDQL�FRVPRORJ\ށ��E\�FRYHULQJ�KLV�IRUH-
KHDG�ZLWK�D�VFDUI�VR�WKDW�WKH�pombero�ZRXOG�QRW�EH�DEOH�WR�VHH�WKH�
FURVV�WKDW�LQYLVLEO\�PDUNHG�DOO�EDSWLVHG�SHRSOH��7KLV�JDPH�RI�PLU-

2 https://feralatlas.supdigital.org/?cd=true&rr=true&cdex=true&text=intr
oduction-to-feral-atlas&ttype=essay.
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URUV�LV�TXLWH�HYLGHQW�LI�ZH�WKLQN�WKDW�0DVNR\�ZRUNHUV�GLG�QRW�EHOLHYH�
LQ�WKH�H[LVWHQFH�RI�WKH�pombero, which was rather a character of the 
*XDUDQL�FRVPRORJ\�DGRSWHG�LQ�3DUDJXD\�E\�WKH�UXUDO�SRSXODWLRQ��%\�
VSHQGLQJ�GD\V�DQG�QLJKWV�WU\LQJ�WR�KXQW�sagua’a�GRZQ��WKH�saguale-
ros�OHDUQW�WR�REVHUYH�WKHLU�KDELWV�DQG�GHVLUHV�

7KH\�>sagua’a@�DUH�VFDUHG�RI�KXPDQ�EHLQJV��$QG�WKH�EXOOV�FLUFOH�
WKH�KHUG�VR�WKDW�WKH�OLRQ�GRHV�QRW�DWWDFN��7KH\�KDYH�DQ�DQWL�SUHG-
DWRU�VFKHPH��DQG�WKH\�DUH�VWUHVVHG�RXW�OLNH�DQ\�RWKHU�GHHU��$QG�
ZKHQ�LWއV�WLPH�RI�GUDXJKWށ��DQG�GUDXJKW�LV�WHUULEOH�WKHUHށ��WKH\�UH-
VLVW�LQ�WKH�EXVK�WKDQNV�WR�DQ�XQGHUJURXQG�IUXLW�ZKLFK�UHWDLQV�ZD-
WHU��DQG�WKH�FRZV�FDQ�VPHOO�LW��,WއV�FDOOHG�LQ�*XDUDQL�yvy’a (fruit of 
WKH�JURXQG���7KH\�GULQN�IURP�LW��$QG�DOVR�WKH�FDUGRRQ��WKH\�VWHS�
RQ�LW�DQG�VXFNOH�IURP�LW��>ޔ@�,W�LV�FOHDU�ZKHQ�WKH�IRRG�LV�VFDUFH�LQ�
WKH�EXVK�EHFDXVH�RI�WKHLU�IDHFHV��7KH\�HDW�WKH�OHDYHV�WKDW�IHOO�RQ�
WKH�JURXQG��GU\�OHDYHV��DQG�WKH�FRZVއ�IDHFHV�DUH�QRW�JUHHQ�DQ\-
PRUH�EXW�WKH\�DUH�UHGGLVK��7KDWއV�D�VLJQ�WKDW�WKH\�KDYH�QRWKLQJ�
WR�HDW�LQ�WKH�EXVK���'HO�5¯R��(GRDUGR��0D\RUGRPR�SDUD�0RQWHV�\�
(VWDQFLDV�VDQ�-RV«��$VXQFLµQ�����GH�HQHUR�GH�����)

Sagua’a�OLVWHQ�WR�ELUG�FDOOV��DQG�ELUGV�ZDUQ�WKHP�DERXW�WKH�SUR[-
LPLW\�RI�KXPDQV��VR�WKDW�sagua’a�FDQ�UXQ�DZD\��,އP�VXUH�WKH\�KDYH�
D�VSHFWDFXODU�ROIDFWLRQ��EHFDXVH�WKH\�DUH�FRQVWDQWO\�RQ�DOHUW�DERXW�
WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�DQLPDOV�WKDW�FRXOG�DWWDFN�WKHP��%XW�WKH\�DUH�EHDX-
WLIXO��DQG�WKH\�KDYH�VKLQ\�IXU���%DX]£��-XVWR�)HUQ£QGH]��&RPHUFL-
DQWH��*REHUQDGRU��3XHUWR�&DVDGR�����GH�IHEUHUR�GH�����)

7KH�PHWKRG�WKDW�sagualeros�XVHG�WR�FDWFK�WKH�DQLPDOV�FRQVLVWHG�LQ�
IHQFLQJ�D�SRUWLRQ�RI�WKH�ZDWHU�UHVHUYRLUV�ZKHUH�FDWWOH�XVXDOO\�GUDQN�
DW�QLJKW��ZDLWLQJ�IRU�WKH�VPDOO�KHUG�WR�EH�LQ��LGHQWLI\LQJ�WKH�EXOO�DQG�
tethering him (tambear��WR�D�WUHH�E\�WKH�KRUQV��WKHUHE\�VWXQQLQJ�
KLP�WKURXJK�WKH�HQGXUDQFH�RI�SDLQ��2QFH�WKH�OHDGLQJ�DQLPDO�ZDV�
GD]HG�HQRXJK��WKH\�WLHG�KLP�WR�D�señueloށ��D�K\SHU�GRPHVWLFDWHG��RI-
WHQ�FDVWUDWHG�R[ށ��WKDW�ZDV�WUDLQHG�VLQFH�D�\RXQJ�DJH�WR�IROORZ�KX-
PDQ�RUGHUV��7KH�WDVN�RI�WKH�señuelo was to pull the sagua’aށ��ZKLFK�
ZDV�WHWKHUHG�WR�KLP�ZLWK�D�URSHށ��E\�WKH�KRUQV��DQG�OHDG�KLP�WR�WKH�
VODXJKWHUKRXVH��,Q�WKH�1RUWK�$PHULFDQ�FRQWH[W��WKHVH�EXOOV�OHDGLQJ�
WKHLU�SHHUV�WR�WKH�VODXJKWHUKRXVH�DUH�VRPHWLPHV�FDOOHGކ�-XGDVއ�FRZއ��
%HFDXVH�WKH\�UHIXVHG�WR�DGDSW�WR�OLIH�LQ�WKH�UDQFKHV��WKH�FRPSDQ\�
QHYHU�WULHG�WR�OHDG�sagua’a�EDFN�WR�WKH�HVWDQFLD�DQG�UH�GRPHVWLFDWH�
WKHP��,QVWHDG��WKH�DQLPDOV�ZHUH�FDSWXUHG�WKURXJK�YLROHQW�PHWKRGV�
DQG�EURXJKW�GLUHFWO\�WR�WKH�3DUDJXD\�ULYHU��ZKHUH�D�FDUJR�ERDW�ZRXOG�
EH�ZDLWLQJ�IRU�WKHP�LQ�RUGHU�WR�EULQJ�WKHP�WR�RQH�RI�WKH�VODXJKWHU�
KRXVHV�ORFDWHG�GRZQULYHU�
9LROHQW�EHKDYLRXUV�WRZDUGV�FDWWOH�ZHUH�LQ�JHQHUDO�WROHUDWHG�DQG�

RQO\�VSRUDGLFDOO\�MXGJHG�E\�WKH�PRVWކ�OLWHUDWHއ�SHRSOH�DV�D�VLJQ�RI�
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URXJKQHVV�DQG�ODFN�RI�HGXFDWLRQ��EXW�YLROHQFH�WRZDUGV�WKH�sagua’a 
LQ�SDUWLFXODU�ZDV�GHHPHG�OHJLWLPDWH�EHFDXVH�RI�WKHLU�VWDWXV�RIކ�ZLOGއ�
DQLPDOV��7KH�FRPSDQ\�ZRUNHUV�ZRXOG�VSHQG�WKHLU�IHVWLYH�GD\V�KXQW-
LQJ�WKHP�GRZQ�LQ�WKH�EXVK��FDFKLQJ�WKHP�ZLWK�D�ODVVR��DQG�ZKHQ�WKH�
FRPSDQ\ށ��LQ�WKH�����Vށ��QHHGHG�WR�JHW�WKH�sagua’a out of the forest 
LQ�RUGHU�WR�FRXQW�WKHP��WKH�PDQDJHUV�GLGQއW�KHVLWDWH�WR�VKRRW�UH-
FUDFNHUV�LQWR�WKH�EXVK�WR�FUHDWH�SDQLF�DPRQJVW�DOO�WKH�DQLPDOV�DQG�
SXVK�WKHP�RXWފ�FU\LQJދ��$UFH��SHUVRQDO�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ��LQWR�WKH�RSHQ�
HOGV��,I�LWއV�WUXH�WKDW�sagua’a�ZHUH�IUHHG�IURP�KXPDQ�FRQWURO��WKH�
-�ZDV�D�WLPH�RI�SK\VLFDO�YLROHQFH�DQG�FRQIURQދWLPH�RI�WKH�sagua’aފ
WDWLRQV��PDUNHG�E\�WKH�YLROHQFH�WKDW�UHJXODUO\�WRRN�SODFH�RYHU�WKH�
ZHHNHQGV�LQ�WKH�ORJJLQJ�FHQWUHV��ZKHUH�SHRSOH�FRXOG�EH�VWDEEHG�WR�
GHDWK�DIWHU�D�QLJKW�RI�KHDY\�GULQNLQJ��%RWK�FDWHJRULHV�RI�FDWWOH��WKH�
LPSURYHG�UDFHV�QXUVHG�LQ�NLORPHWUH����DQG�WKH�sagua’a�EUXWDOO\�FDS-
WXUHG�LQ�WKH�EXVK��ZRXOG�DW�VRPH�SRLQW�LQ�WKHLU�OLIH�EH�WUDQVIRUPHG�
LQ�EHHI�DQG�EHFRPH�REMHFWV�RI�H[FKDQJH�DQG�GHVLUH�

4 Consuming Beef

7KH�XVH�RI�WKH�ZRUGކ�PHDWށ�އ�RU�HYHQ�PRUH�VSHFLFDOO\ކ�EHHIށ�އ�LQ�RU-
GHU�WR�PHDQ�WKH�ೱHVK�RI�WKH�FDWWOH�KDV�EHHQ�LQWHUSUHWHG�DV�D�PRYH�WR�
LQYLVLELOLVH�WKH�DQLPDOއV�SHUVRQKRRG�DQG�UHGXFH�LW�WR�D�PHUH�REMHFW�RI�
FRQVXPSWLRQ��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�0DUHN�0XOOHU��WKDW�SDUWLFXODU�NLQG�RI�PHDW�
ZKLFK�LV�WKH�ೱHVK�RI�GRPHVWLF�DQLPDOVށ��FDWWOH��SLJV��FKLFNHQVށ��KDV�
DFTXLUHG�LQ�RXU�VRFLHW\�WKH�VWDWXV�RI�VDIH��FLYLOLVHG�IRRG��DQG�KDV�EHHQ�
MX[WDSRVHG�WR�WKH�PHDW�RI�ZLOG�DQLPDOV��FRQVLGHUHG�GDQJHURXV�DQG�
SRWHQWLDOO\�LQIHFWLRXV��7KH�DXWKRU�FDOOV�WKLV�LGHRORJ\ފ�FDUQLVWLF�FROR-
QLDOLVPދ��0XOOHU�2021���,Q�D�VLPLODU�ZD\��HDWLQJކ�EHHIއ�LQ�WKH�&DVDGR�
WHUULWRU\�EHFDPH�D�ZD\�RI�JHWWLQJ�FLYLOLVHG��,Q�D�SHUVRQDO�WHVWLPRQ\�
JDWKHUHG�LQ������LQ�3XHUWR�&DVDGR��-XDQ�%HQLWH]�UHFDOOHG�KLV�GHFL-
VLRQ�WR�JHW�PDUULHG��OHDYH�KLV�MRE�DV�hachero (lumberjack) in a logging 
FHQWUH�DQG�PRYH�WR�3XHUWR�&DVDGR�DV�D�SLYRWDO�PRPHQW�LQ�KLV�OLIH�

0\�ZLIH�PDGH�PH�DQG�P\�FKLOGUHQ�LQWR�SHRSOH��6KH�WDPHG�PH�DQG�
EURXJKW�PH�KHUH�>WR�OLYH�LQ�3XHUWR�&DVDGR@��:H�KDG�WZR�FKLOGUHQ�
DQG�,�GHFLGHG�WR�VWD\��,�FROOHFWHG�ZRRGV�IURP�WKH�EXVK��,�NLOOHG�DU-
PDGLOORV��,�FROOHFWHG�KRQH\�DQG�,�VROG�LW�WR�WKH�IDFWRU\�ZRUNHUV��RU�
,�JDYH�LW�WR�WKHP�LQ�H[FKDQJH�IRU�EHHI�DQG�ULFH��7KDWއV�ZK\�,އP�WHOO-
LQJ�\RX�WKDW�VKH�PDGH�D�&KULVWLDQ�RXW�RI�PH���%HQ¯WH]�*RQ]£OHV��
-XDQ��(VWDQFLHUR��3XHUWR�&DVDGR�����GH�DEULO�GH�����)

7KH�FRQVXPSWLRQ�RI�EHHI��LQ�WKH�ZRUGV�RI�-XDQ�%HQLWH]��KDV�D�WUDQV-
IRUPDWLYH�H೯HFW��,Q�SDUWLFXODU��MXVW�OLNH�WKH�SRVVHVVLRQ�RI�QRQ�KXPDQ�
DQLPDOV�WUDQVIRUPV�KXPDQV�LQWR�RZQHUV��LQ�%HQLWH]އ�YLHZ�EHHI�KDV�
WKH�SRZHU�WR�WUDQVIRUP�KXPDQV�WKDW�OLYH�LQ�KDUVK�DQG�VHPL�ZLOG�FRQ-
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GLWLRQV�LQWR�SHRSOH��/LNH�ULFH��DQG�SDVWD���EHHI�UHWDLQV�DQG�WUDQVPLWV�
WKH�SRZHU�RI�FRORQLVDWLRQ�WXUQHG�LQWR�FLYLOLVDWLRQ��$�VLPLODU�SURFHVV�
RI�ERGLO\�WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ�LV�GHVFULEHG�E\�LQGLJHQRXV�SHRSOH��ZKR�RIWHQ�
XQGHUOLQHށ��ZLWK�D�QHJDWLYH�XQGHUWRQHށ��KRZ�WKH\ފ�GLGQއW�NQRZ�KRZދ�
WR�HDW�ULFH��SDVWD�DQG�HVSHFLDOO\�EHHI�EHIRUH�WKH�DUULYDO�RI�FRORQLVDWLRQ�
7KH�DPRXQW�RI�FRZV�VODXJKWHUHG�SHU�ZHHN�E\�WKH�FRPSDQ\�LV�RI-

WHQ�XVHG�E\�WKH�H[�ZRUNHUV�DV�DQ�LQGH[�RI�SURVSHULW\��DQG�WKH�QXP-
EHU�RI�WLPHV�SHU�ZHHN�ZKHQ�WKH\�DWH�EHHI�VHUYHG�D�VLPLODU�IXQFWLRQ��
0DVNR\�SHRSOH��LQ�SDUWLFXODU��VRPHWLPHV�GL೯HUHQWLDWH�JRRG�IURP�EDG�
3DUDJXD\DQ�ERVVHV�RQ�WKH�EDVLV�RI�KRZ�PXFK�DQG�ZKDW�NLQG�RI�EHHI�
WKH\�UHFHLYHG�IURP�WKHP��*RRG�3DUDJXD\DQV�ZRXOG�VKDUH�ZLWK�WKHP�
SULPDO�FXWV��ZKLOH�WKH�EDG�RQHV�RQO\�JDYH�WKHP�HQWUDLOV�RU�PHDW�FRP-
LQJ�IURP�FRZV�WKDW�GLHG�EHFDXVH�RI�LOOQHVV��1RVWDOJLF�PHPRULHV�RI�
SDVW�DUH�RIWHQ�DFFRPSDQLHG�E\�FRPPHQWV�RQ�KRZ�&DVDGR�ZRXOG�JLYH�
WKHP�D�KHLIHU�WR�HDW�ZKHQ�WKH\�RUJDQLVHG�DQ�LQLWLDWLRQ�ULWXDO��RU�RQ�
KRZ�&DVDGR�JDYH�FDWWOH�WR�SRZHUIXO�VKDPDQV�EHFDXVH�RI�WKHLU�KHDOLQJ�
SRZHUV��7KLV�LV�WKH�FDVH��IRU�H[DPSOH��RI�WKH�&DFLTXH�0LFKL��D�IDPRXV�
0DVNR\�VKDPDQ�ZKR�OLYHG�ZLWK�KLV�ZLIH�LQ�SUR[LPLW\�RI�NLORPHWUH����
RI�WKH�UDLOZD\�WUDFN��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�VRPH��0LFKL�DOUHDG\�SRVVHVVHG�FDW-
WOH�EHIRUH�WKH�DUULYDO�RI�&DVDGR�WR�WKH�&KDFR��DQG�WKH�FRPSDQ\�WRRN�
WKH�FRZV�DZD\�IURP�KLP�EHFDXVH�WKH\�GLGQއW�ZDQW�DQ\RQH�HOVH�WR�RZQ�
DQLPDOV�EHVLGHV�WKH�FRPSDQ\�LWVHOI��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�RWKHUV��EHFDXVH�RI�
KLV�KHDOLQJ�SRZHUV��0LFKL�ZDV�WKH�RQO\�SHUVRQ�DOORZHG�WR�SRVVHVV�FDW-
WOH�LQ�WKH�&DVDGR�WHUULWRU\��,Q�RQH�ZD\�RU�DQRWKHU��SRVVHVVLQJ�FDWWOH�
ZDV�WKH�XOWLPDWH�V\PERO�RI�SRZHU��DQG�SRVVHVVLQJ�ELJ�TXDQWLWLHV�RI�
FDWWOH�ZDV�D�FOHDU�VLJQ�RI�SROLWLFDO�SRZHU��&DWWOH�UDQFKHV�WKHPVHOYHV�
DEVRUEHG�WKLV�SRZHU�DV�V\PEROV�RI�HFRQRPLF�SURVSHULW\��:KHQ�WKH�
0DVNR\��DIWHU�D�ORQJ�VWUXJJOH�IRU�ODQG�LQ�WKH�����V��QDOO\�REWDLQHG�
D�WHUULWRU\�RI��������KHFWDUHV�IURP�WKH�&DUORV�&DVDGR�FRPSDQ\��WKH\�
IRXQGHG�PRVW�RI�WKHLU�FRPPXQLWLHV�LQ�WKH�SUHPLVHV�RI�&DVDGRއV�HVWDQ-
FLDV��XVXDOO\�NHHSLQJ�WKH�QDPH�WKDW�WKH�FRPSDQ\�KDG�SUHYLRXVO\�JLY-
HQ�WKHP��0DFKHWH�9DQLD��NLORPHWUH�����NLORPHWUH�����&DVLOGD��
'L೯HUHQW�W\SHV�RI�KXPDQ�DFWRUV�DFFXPXODWHG�SROLWLFDO�SRZHU�E\�

WUDGLQJ�FDWWOH�LQ�WKH�&KDFR��)HUQDQGR�%DX]¢��DQ�H[�JRYHUQRU�RI�$O-
WR�3DUDJXD\�DQG�H[�FDWWOH�GHDOHU��OLNH�PDQ\�RI�WKH�SROLWLFDO�JXUHV�
RI�&DVDGR���H[SODLQHG�WR�PH�KRZ�KH�XVHG�WR�EX\�FDWWOH�LQ�WKH�QRUWK�RI�
WKH�UHJLRQ�DQG�WKHQ�DFFRPSDQ\�WKHP�����NLORPHWUHV�VRXWK��DOO�WKH�
ZD\�WR�5REHUW�(DWRQއV�UDQFK��LQ�RUGHU�WR�VHOO�WKHP��$ORQJ�WKH�ZD\��WKH�
JURXS�RI�����FRZER\V�ZDV�ZHOFRPHG�ZLWK�HQWKXVLDVP�E\�WKH�LQKDE-
LWDQWV��LQGLJHQRXV�DQG�QRQ�LQGLJHQRXV��RI�WKH�VHWWOHPHQWV�ZKHUH�LW�
VSHQW�WKH�QLJKW��DQG�ZLWK�ZKRP�LW�ZRXOG�VKDUH�WKH�PHDW�RI�D�FRZ�WKDW�
KDG�EHHQ�NLOOHG�RQ�SXUSRVH�IRU�WKH�RFFDVLRQ��$V�9LOODJUD�HPSKDVLVHV�
ZKHQ�WDONLQJ�DERXW�LQGLJHQRXV�SHUFHSWLRQV�RI�FDWWOH��FRZV�ZHUH�WKH�
EHVW�DQLPDO�LQ�D�VKDULQJ�HFRQRP\�EHFDXVH�RI�WKHLU�VL]H��DQG�EHFDXVH�
RI�WKH�YDVW�QXPEHU�RI�DOOLDQFHV�DQG�H[FKDQJHV�WKH\�IDFLOLWDWHG��9LO-
ODJUD��������&DWWOH�GHDOHUV�VXFK�DV�%DX]¢�UHOLHG�RQ�WKH�ERG\�RI�FDWWOH�
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DQG�WKH�VKDULQJ�HFRQRP\�LW�DOORZHG�LQ�RUGHU�WR�DFFXPXODWH�SROLWLFDO�
SRZHU��DQG�XVHG�LW�WR�DFTXLUH�D�SROLWLFDO�R೯LFH�RQFH�WKH\�GHFLGHG�WR�
VWRS�WKH�EXVLQHVV�DQG�VHWWOH�GRZQ�LQ�WKH�UHJLRQ��,W�LV�QRW�E\�FKDQFH�
WKDW�QHDUO\�DOO�FRQWHPSRUDU\�SROLWLFLDQV�LQ�3XHUWR�&DVDGR�ZHUH�DO-
VR�EXWFKHU\�RZQHUV�

5 The Mennonite Colonies

$�EODFN�LUUHJXODU�VWDLQ�RQ�D�JUHHQ�EDFNJURXQGށ��WKLV�LV�KRZ�WKH�DU-
HD�FHQWUHG�LQ�)LODGHOILD��FDSLWDO�RI�%RTXHUµQ�'HSDUWPHQW�LQ�WKH�*UDQ�
&KDFR�RI�ZHVWHUQ�3DUDJXD\��DSSHDUV�RQ�WKH�VDWHOOLWH�LPDJHV�HODER-
UDWHG�E\�+DQVHQ�HW�DOLL�WR�WUDFN�HQYLURQPHQWDO�KRWSRWV�ZRUOGZLGH�
�+DQVHQ�HW�DO���������'ULYHQ�E\�WKH�H[SDQVLRQ�RI�FDWWOH�LQGXVWU\��WKH�
GU\�IRUHVW�RQFH�W\SLFDO�RI�WKH�&HQWUDO�&KDFR�KDV�EHHQ�LQFUHDVLQJO\�
VXEVWLWXWHG�E\�H[WHQGHG�SDVWXUHV��%DXPDQQ�HW�DO��2017). The main 
GULYHU�RI�GHIRUHVWDWLRQ�KDV�EHHQ�WKH�DFWLYLW\�RI�D�JURXS�RI�0HQQRQ-
LWHV��ZKR�DUULYHG�LQ�WKH�&KDFR�DW�GL೯HUHQW�ZDYHV�VWDUWLQJ�IURP�1919.
�3DFLVW�&KULVWLDQV�ZKR�IRU�JHQHUDWLRQV�KDG�IDUPHG�WKH�ULFK�JUDLQފ

ODQGVދ�LQ�*HUPDQ\��5XVVLD��&DQDGD��*RRVVHQ�2017�������0HQQRQLWHV�
EHORQJ�WR�DQ�$QDEDSWLVW�VHFW�ERUQ�RXW�RI�WKH�3URWHVWDQW�5HIRUP�LQ�
)ULHVODQG�LQ�WKH�;9,�FHQWXU\��2YHU�WKH�FHQWXULHV��SHUVHFXWHG�ERWK�E\�
&DWKROLFV�DQG�3URWHVWDQWV��WKH\�VRXJKW�UHIXJH�LQ�5XVVLD��1RUWK�$PHUL-
FD�DQG��DW�ODVW��LQ�6RXWK�$PHULFD��7KHLU�HQFRXQWHU�ZLWK�WKH�3DUDJXD\-
DQ�&KDFR�FDQ�DUELWUDULO\�EHJLQ�RQ���2FWREHU�1919, when the business 
PDJD]LQH�The Economist�SXEOLVKHV�D�FRPPHQW�RQ�3DUDJXD\�LQ�LWV�Lat-
in American Notes��7RJHWKHU�ZLWK�WKH�XVXDO�DFFRXQWV�RQ�6WRFN�([-
FKDQJH�,QGH[HV�DQG�FDSLWDO�PDUNHWVށ��ORZ�LQWHUHVW�UDWHV�-]FUHGLW�Hފ�
WUHPHO\�SOHQWLIXOދ��,WDOLDQ�OLUD�GHSUHFLDWLQJށ��WKH�PDJD]LQH�UHSRUWV�
RQ�LQYHVWPHQW�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�LQ�WKH�FDWWOH�LQGXVWU\��-XVW�OLNH�$UJHQWL-
QD��EXW�VHFRQG�WR�QR�RWKHU�6RXWK�$PHULFDQ�FRXQWU\��3DUDJXD\�ZRXOG�
R೯HU�XQTXHVWLRQDEOH�DGYDQWDJHVފ��VR�IDU�DV�FOLPDWH��ZDWHU��DQG�OD-
ERXU�DUH�FRQFHUQHG��7ދKH�VXSHULRU�TXDOLWLHV�RI�WKH�KHUEDJH��DQG�WKH�
FRPSDUDWLYH�IUHHGRP�IURP�LQVHFW�SHVWV��KDG�PDGH�WKH�UVW�LQYHVW-
PHQWV�LQ�FDWWOH�LQGXVWU\�SURPLVLQJ��)URP���������KHDGV�RI�FDWWOH�LQ�
����, in 1915�WKHUH�ZHUH�PRUH�WKDQ������������PDNLQJ�3DUDJXD\�WKH�
�WK�FDWWOH�UHDULQJ�FRXQWU\�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG��DIWHU�86��%UD]LO��$UJHQWLQD��
$XVWUDOLD��8UXJXD\���:ULWLQJ�D�IHZ�\HDUV�ODWHU�LQ�*HUPDQށ��WKH�ODQ-
JXDJH�RI�0HQQRQLWHVށ��$GROI�6FKXVWHU��WKH�6ZLVV�FRQVXO�LQ�3DUDJXD\��
FRQUPV�WKH�EXON�RI�WKH�Economist�HGLWRULDO��EXW�TXDOLHV�VRPH�GH-
WDLOV��1RW�DOO�FRZV�DUH�HTXDO�XQGHU�WKH�PHDVXUH�RI�PHDW��'HVFHQGDQW�
IURP�WKRVH�LPSRUWHG�E\�WKH�6SDQLVK�LQ�������3DUDJXD\DQ�FRZV�DUH�
�����NJ����KDOI�WKH�ZHLJKW�RI�$UJHQWLQLDQ�RQHVދPRUH�ERQHV�WKDQ�PHDWފ
DJDLQVW�����NJ���$QG�\HW��FRQWLQXHV�6FKXVWHU��3DUDJXD\DQ�FDWWOH�DUH�
immune to Tristeza, the sleeping sickness, which kills most of the im-
SRUWHG�EUHHG�FDWWOH��6FKXVWHU�FLWHG�LQ�)ULHVHQ�����������
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,QGHHG��DW�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�WKH�WZHQWLHWK�FHQWXU\��WKH�GHYDVWD-
WLRQ�OHIW�E\�WKH�7ULSOH�$OOLDQFH�ZDU�DQG�WKH�SURVSHFW�RI�D�negocio pin-
gue DWWUDFWHG�D�VWUDQJH�PL[WXUH�RI�DGYHQWXUHUV��HQWUHSUHQHXUV��DQG�
FULPLQDOVށ��VRPHWLPHV�FRPELQHG�LQ�D�VLQJOH�SHUVRQ��:LWK�YHU\�OLW-
WOH�LQYHVWPHQW��DOPRVW�QR�QHHG�RI�WHFKQRORJ\�DQG�ZRUNIRUFH��FDWWOH�
UDQFKLQJ�LQ�WKH�&KDFR�FRXOG�HQVXUH�UHWXUQV�ZHOO�DERYHށ������ZLWK�
WKH�\LHOG�RI�7UHDVXU\�ELOOV�EHLQJ�ZHOO�EHORZ�����.OHLQSHQQLQJ�2009). 
$FFRUGLQJ�WR�7KHRGRUH�5RRVHYHOW��ZKR�YLVLWHG�KLP�LQ�������*HRUJH�
/HZLV7ކ�H[�5އLFNDUG��IRU�H[DPSOH��VWDUWHG�FDWWOH�UDQFKLQJ�LQ�WKH�&KD-
FR�ZLWK���������DFUHV�RI�ODQG�DQG��������KHDGV�RI�FDWWOH�DIWHU�D�FD-
UHHU�DV�D�JROG�GLJJHU�LQ�$ODVND��,QLWLDOO\�KHOSHG�E\�7H[DQ�FRZER\V��
KH�ODWHU�UHVRUWHG�WR�WKH�FKHDSHU�ORFDO�ZRUNIRUFH��2U�WDNH�*HRUJH�
:HVW�0XVJUDYH��ZKRVH�OHJHQG�LV�VWLOO�DOLYH�DPRQJ�0HQQRQLWHV��$I-
WHU�KDYLQJ�ZRUNHG�IRU�5LFNDUG��KH�VWDUWHG�D�VRUW�RI�EXVLQHVV�WR�VWHDO�
FDWWOH�DQG�IDOVLI\�WKHLU�PDUNV��WKXV�JDLQLQJ�D�IDPH�DV�*ULQJR�UXVWOHU�
(Friesen ����).
$PRQJ�WKHVH�OHJHQGV�RI�OX[XULRXV�UDQFKHV��WKH�VWRU\�RI�WKH�EODFN�

VWDLQ�DQG�WKH�0HQQRQLWHV�XQIROGV��,Q�WKH�1910s, following the en-
IRUFHPHQW�LQ�&DQDGD�RI�QHZ�HGXFDWLRQ�ODZV��ZKLFK�VWDQGDUGLVHG�(QJ-
OLVK�DV�WKH�RQO\�WHDFKLQJ�ODQJXDJH��&DQDGLDQ�0HQQRQLWHV�ZHUH�SODQ-
QLQJ�WR�HPLJUDWH�WR�6RXWK�$PHULFD��DWWUDFWHG�E\�WKH�SURVSHFW�WR�UXQ�
WKHUH�WKHLU�RZQ�VFKRROV�LQ�*HUPDQ�ZLWKRXW�VWDWH�LQWHUIHUHQFH��7R�
WKLV�HQG��WKH\�FRQWDFWHG�DQG�PHW�LQ�1HZ�<RUN�6DPXHO�0F5REHUWV��D�
��ZKR�KDG�VWURQJ�WLHV�ZLWKދZHOO�WR�GR�DQG�ZHOO�FRQQHFWHG�QDQFLHUފ
WKH�3DUDJXD\DQ�JRYHUQPHQW�DQG�EXVLQHVV��7KURXJK�D�FRPSOH[�GHDO��
WKH�EDQNHU�LQWHUPHGLDWHG�WKH�VDOH�RI�WKH�YDOXDEOH�&DQDGLDQ�IDUPV�
LQ�H[FKDQJH�RI�YDVW�SLHFHV�RI�ODQG�LQ�&HQWUDO�&KDFR�IURP�WKH�&DVDGR�
IDPLO\��/RHZHQ����������೯����7KLV�UVW�GHDO�ZLWK�WKH�&DQDGLDQ�0HQ-
QRQLWHV�ZDV�VRRQ�IROORZHG�E\�WKH�VDOH�RI�PRUH�&KDFR�ODQG�WR�D�IHZ�
WKRXVDQGV�5XVVLDQ�0HQQRQLWHV��ZKR�ZHUH�HVFDSLQJ�WKH�6RYLHW�FRO-
OHFWLYLVDWLRQ�FDPSDLJQ��&UXFLDOO\��WKLV�VHFRQG�GHDO�ZDV�PDGH�SRVVL-
EOH�E\�D�FUHGLW�REWDLQHG�E\�WKH�0HQQRQLWH�&HQWUDO�&RPPLWWHH��0&&���
D�1RUWK�$PHULFD�EDVHG�RUJDQLVDWLRQ�FRPPLWWHG�WR�KHOS�DQG�VXVWDLQ�
0HQQRQLWHV�JURXSV�ZRUOGZLGH�

6 The Age of Sagua’a (in the Mennonite Colonies)

:KLOH�WKH�GHDO�WXUQHG�RXW�WR�EH�H[WUHPHO\�OXFUDWLYH�IRU�ERWK�&DVDGR�
DQG�0F5REHUWV��)UHW]�����; Klassen 2001���WKH�UVW�HQFRXQWHU�EH-
WZHHQ�0HQQRQLWHV�DQG�&HQWUDO�&KDFR�GLG�QRWފ�WDNH�KROGދ��DQG�FRORQL-
VDWLRQ��DV�WKHފ�EHFRPLQJ�QHFHVVDU\ދ�RI�DOHDWRU\�HQFRXQWHUV��ZDV�QRW�
DQފ�DFFRPSOLVKHG�IDFWދ��$OWKXVVHU��������:LWK�SURORQJHG�GURXJKWV��
WURSLFDO�GLVHDVHV��DQG�ORVW�FURSV�SODJXLQJ�WKH�FRORQV��GLVFRXUVHV�RI�
OHDYLQJ�WKH�&KDFR�JDLQHG�PRPHQWXP��<HW��WKHLU�GHEWV�HQFKDLQHG�WKHP�
WR�WKHLU�IDUPV��DQG�RQO\�IHZ�RI�WKHP�KDG�WKH�QDQFLDO�UHVRXUFHV�WR�
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XQGHUWDNH�WKH�UHWXUQ�WULS��2QH�RI�XV�PHW�RQH�RI�WKHVH�IHZ��DQ�ROG�PDQ�
ZH�FDOO�KHUH�+HOPXWK��ZKR�ZDV�ERUQ�LQ�WKH�&KDFR�EXW�PRYHG�WR�*HU-
PDQ\�DV�D�ER\�LQ�WKH�PLG�1950s.
,�PHW�+HOPXWK�LQ�$VXQFLµQ��DW�WKH�0HQQRQLWH�*XHVW�+RXVH��+H�LV�

KDYLQJ�EUHDNIDVW�ZLWK�KLV�ZLIH�DQG�KH�ZDQWV�WR�WDON��-XGJLQJ�IURP�
WKHLU�EDFNSDFNV��SUREDEO\�ERXJKW�LQ�*HUPDQ\��WKH\�ORRN�OLNH�WRXU-
LVWV��+H�WHOOV�SURXGO\�WKDW�KH�ZDV�ERUQ�LQ�1HXODQG��LQ�WKH�&KDFR��DQG�
WKDW�KH�VSHQW�KLV�HDUO\�FKLOGKRRG�WKHUH��7KH�FRQGLWLRQV�ZHUH�KDUVK��
WKH�SDUHQWV�KDG�WULHG�VRPH�FURSV�ZLWKRXW�VXFFHVVށ��FRWWRQ��VHVDPH��
PRUH��+LV�IDWKHU��D�5XVVLDQ�0HQQRQLWH��ZDV�ZRXQGHG�ZKLOH�JKWLQJ�
IRU�WKH�1D]L�DUP\�LQ�5XVVLD��DQG�ZDV�QR�ORQJHU�DEOH�WR�ZRUN��WKH\�
QHHGHG�KHOS��EXW�WKH�QDWLYHV��ފ,QGLDQHUށ��ދ�WKH�RQO\�DYDLODEOH�ZRUN-
IRUFHށ��ZHUH�WRR�XQUHOLDEOH�
5DWKHU�WKDQ�P\WKLFDO�LPDJHV�RI�UDQFKHV�OLNH�WKH�RQH�5LFKDUG�.LQJ�

IRXQGHG�LQ������LQ�7H[DV��VWLOO�DPRQJ�WKH�ELJJHVW�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG�ZLWK�LWV�
WHQWKV�RI�WKRXVDQGV�RI�KHDGV�RI�LWV�RZQ�EUDQG��6L]HU�1999��ZH�QHHG�
WR�LPDJLQH�VPDOO��SRRU�YLOODJHV�HQJDJHG�LQ�VXEVLVWHQFH�DJULFXOWXUH��
SODJXHG�E\�GLVHDVHV�DQG�IRRG�LQVHFXULW\��7KH�IHZ�OLYHVWRFN�ZHUH�PDQ-
DJHG�FROOHFWLYHO\�DQG�UDLVHG�RSHQ�UDQJH��/HIW�IUHH�WR�JUD]H�IRU�HQ-
WLUH�VHDVRQV��FRZV�RIWHQ�ZHQW�ZLOG��)UHW]�������/RHZHQ�����), be-
coming sagua’a.
&RQWUDU\�WR�WKH�FHOHEUDWRU\�DUWLFOH�RQ�The Economist, water scar-

FLW\��WKH�DEVHQFH�RI�VXLWDEOH�SDVWXUH�DQG�WKH�ODFN�RI�SURSHU�WHFKQRO-
RJLHV��PDGH�LPSRVVLEOH�WR�VFDOH�XS�FDWWOH�UDQFKLQJ�LQ�&HQWUDO�&KDFR��
5HSRUWV�RI�OXFUDWLYH�ZKHDW�IDUPLQJ�DQG�FDWWOH�UDQFKLQJ�UHIHUUHG�LQ�
IDFW�WR�WKH�ZHW�WURSLFDO�DUHDV�QH[W�WR�WKH�5LR�3DUDJXD\��:KHQ�DSSOLHG�
WR�WKH�LQQHU��GULHU�]RQHV�WKH\�ZHUH�DW�EHVW�PLVOHDGLQJ��:KHUH�&DVD-
GR�SURPLVHGފ�D�YHULWDEOH�XWRSLDފ��ދDEVHQFH�RI�DQ\�ZLQWHUފ��ދSOHQWLIXO�
DQG�QXWULWLRXV�PDQLRFD�SODQWދ��/RHZHQ��������WKH�0HQQRQLWHV��KLW�
E\�GLVHDVHV��H[SRVHG�WR�WHPSHUDWXUHV�UDQJLQJ�EHWZHHQ�DERYH���r&�
LQ�VXPPHU��DQG�EHORZ��r&�LQ�ZLQWHU��IRXQG�WKHPVHOYHV�VWUXJJOLQJ�
IRU�VXUYLYDO��$V�WKH�DYHUDJH�DQQXDO�UDLQIDOO�GHFUHDVHV�PRYLQJ�ZHVW-
ZDUGV�IURP�WKH�5LR�3DUDJXD\��WKH�DUHD�RI�WKH�0HQQRQLWH�&RORQLHV�LV�
XVXDOO\�FODVVLHG�DV�D�WUDQVLWLRQ�]RQH�EHWZHHQ�Dކ�VHPL�KXPLGއ�DQG�D�
���\5RKPHGHU��:LOKHOP���DUHDއVHPL�DULGކ����VHH�DOVR�0«WUDX[��������
(YHQ�IRU�KXPDQ�FRQVXPSWLRQ�IUHVK�ZDWHU�LV�VFDUFH��DQG�ORFDWLQJ�WKH�
ZHOOV�UHTXLUHG�LQGLJHQRXV�JXLGDQFH��$�1959�FHQVXV�FODVVLHG�ZDWHU�
VRXUFHV�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�LWV�TXDOLW\��RQO\�����RI�WKH�VSULQJV�ZHUH�VXLW-
DEOH�IRU�KXPDQ�FRQVXPSWLRQ��+DFN��������$UHDV�RI�GU\�IRUHVW��mon-
te�LQ�6SDQLVK��EXVK��DOWHUQDWH�ZLWK�RSHQ�DUHDV��FDOOHG�campo. These 
JUDVVODQGV�RU�VDYDQQDKV��RIWHQ�GRWWHG�ZLWK�WKH�W\SLFDO�ERWWOH�WUHHV��
DUH�QRW�WKH�FRQVHTXHQFH�RI�DQWKURSRJHQLF�UHV��DV�LQLWLDOO\�JHRJUD-
SKHUV�WKRXJKW��UDWKHU�WKH�WUDFH�RI�SUHKLVWRULF�ULYHU�EHGV��5RKPHGHU��
:LOKHOP\�������+DFN�����). $Q�ROG�PDS��+DFN��������FHUWDLQO\�GUDZQ�
before ������DFFRXQWV�IRU�WKH�H[WHQVLRQ�RI�WKHVH�RSHQ�HOGV�UHODWLYH�
WR�WKH�EXVK��DQG�DOORZV�D�FRPSDULVRQ�ZLWK�WKH�PHQWLRQHG�LPDJH�RI�D�
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EODFN�VWDLQ�UHFHQWO\�SXEOLVKHG��+DQVHQ�HW�DO���������:LWK�WKH�EXVK�DO-
ZD\V�UHFRQTXHULQJ�WKH�campo��WKLV�ODQGVFDSH��KRZHYHU��ZDV�QRW�VWDW-
LF��DV�/HQJXD�UHSRUWV�WHVWLI\��+DFN�����).
$SSDUHQWO\�LGHDO�IRU�IDUPLQJ�DQG�FDWWOH�UDQFKLQJ��WKHVH�RSHQ�DUH-

DV�ZHUH�WKH�REYLRXV�FKRLFH�IRU�D�VHWWOHPHQW��DV�WKH\�ZRXOG�DYRLG�WKH�
WLUHVRPH�PDQXDO�GHIRUHVWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�VXUURXQGLQJ�EXVK��$V�RQH�LQ-
WHUORFXWRU�VWUHVVHG��LQ�WKH�ROG�WLPHV�GHIRUHVWDWLRQ�KDG�WR�EH�FDUULHG�
RXW�ZLWK�EDUH�KDQGV��%XW�DSSHDUDQFH�LV�VRPHWLPHV�GHFHLYLQJ��DQG�WKH�
tall, thick, grass, of the campo�GHFHLYHG�LQGHHG�WKH�UVW�0HQQRQLWHV�
(Klassen 2001���,QVWHDG�RI�WKH�LGHDO�SDVWXUHV��WKH�OX[XULRXV�campo 
LQ�&HQWUDO�&KDFR�ZHUH�DOO�FRYHUHG�ZLWKފ�ELWWHU�JUDVVދ��6SDQLVK�(V-
SDUWLOOD��/DWLQ�(OLRQXUXV�P¼WLFXV���WKDW��LQ�IDFW��FDWWOH�GR�QRW�HDW��RQ-
O\�GDLU\�FRZV�VRPHWLPHV�HDW�LWV�\RXQJ�OHDYHV��DQG�HYHQ�LQ�WKLV�FDVH�
their milk tastes unpleasant (Klassen 2001���3HUKDSV�XQGHUVWDQGDEO\��
WKH�UVW�H[SHGLWLRQ�RI�0HQQRQLWHV�ZDV�PLVOHG�QRW�RQO\�E\�WKH�&DVDGR�
�������KHDG�FDWWOH�UDQFK��ZKLFK�WKH\�YLVLWHG��EXW�DOVR�E\�WKH�PRGHUQ�
$PHULFDQ�RZQHG�PHDW�SDFNLQJ�SODQW�QHDUE\ފ�ށ�ZLWK�FHPHQW�ZDOOV��
ZDVKHG�FOHDQ��EHDXWLIXOO\�LQ�RUGHUދ��/RHZHQ�����������
8QVXLWDEOH�SDVWXUHV�ZHUH�QRW�WKH�RQO\�PLVVLQJ�HOHPHQW�IRU�D�VXF-

cessful colonisation of Central Chaco. As most of the water sources 
ZHUH�WRR�VDOW\�HYHQ�IRU�FRZV��LQWHQVLYH�FDWWOH�UDQFKLQJ�ZDV�H[FOXG-
HG��(YHQ�WRGD\��ZDWHU�LV�WKH�OLPLWLQJ�IDFWRU�IRU�DQ�LQWHQVLFDWLRQ�RI�
IDUPLQJ�DQG�WKH�ODQGVFDSH�LV�FKDUDFWHULVHG�E\�tajamares, huge ba-
VLQV�WKDW�VWRUH�UDLQZDWHU��)XUWKHUPRUH��EHIRUH�WKH�LQWURGXFWLRQ�RI�
EDUEHG�ZLUH��IHQFLQJ�ZDV�DOVR�DQ�LVVXH��DQG�WKH�IHZ�FRZV�VWUD\HG��,Q�
-XQH�1929��D�FRUUHVSRQGHQW�UHSRUWHG�WKDWފ�-RKDQ�)��:LHEH��ZKRVH�R[�
ZDQGHUHG�R೯�VRPH�WLPH�DJR��KDV�VHDUFKHG�DOPRVW�WKH�HQWLUH�FRORQ\��
EXW�FDQQRW�QG�KLPދ��DQG�WKDW3ފ�HWHU�.DXHQKRYHQ�RI�:HLGHQIHOG�UH-
FHQWO\�ZDV�IRUWXQDWH�WR�KDYH�UHFRYHUHG�KLV�R[��ZKLFK�KDG�ZDQGHUHG�
R೯�DERXW�D�\HDU�DQG�D�KDOI�DJR��0U��&DVDGR�QRWLFHG�LW�LQ�KLV�KHUG�DQG�
DW�RQFH�VKLSSHG�LW�EDFN�WR�WKH�&KDFR�E\�UDLOދ��/RHZHQ�����������
7KRVH�\HDUV�  until the 1950V��DUH�LQGHHG�WKH�\HDUV�RI�WKH�sagua’a, 

DQG�WKHLU�OHJHQG�LV�VWLOO�UHWROG�E\�ORFDO�EHVWVHOOHUV��)XQN�2017���2QH�
RI�XV�UVW�OHDUQHG�DERXW�WKHP�GXULQJ�D�FRQYHUVDWLRQ�ZLWK�KLV�JXHVW��
QHDU�3KLODGHOSKLD��LQ�2017�

�P�LQ�WKH�FDU�ZLWK�*HUKDUG��GULYLQJ�EDFN�WR�3KLODGHOSKLD�IURP�KLVއ,
HVWDQFLD�RQ�WKH�PDLQ�URDG��QRW�DVSKDOWHG��IXOO�RI�KROHV�GXH�WR�UH-
FHQW�UDLQV��7ZR�ODUJH�WUXFNV��ZLWK�WUDLOHUV��DUH�SDUNHG�RQ�WKH�VLGH�
RI�WKH�URDG��,�QRWLFH�WKH�HPSW\�FDJHV�XVHG�WR�WUDQVSRUW�FRZV�WR�
WKHLU�QDO�GHVWLQDWLRQ��,Q�WKH�FDE�RI�WKH�WUDLOHU��WKH�WZR�GULYHUV�
ORRN�DW�XV�OLNH�VRPHRQH�ZKR�KDV�QRWKLQJ�WR�GR�DQG�LV�ZDLWLQJ��,WއV�
JHWWLQJ�GDUN��7KH�QLJKW�EHIRUH��H[SODLQV�*HUKDUG��D�WUDLOHU�RYHU-
WXUQHG��WKH�FRZV�ೱHG��WDNLQJ�UHIXJH�LQ�WKH�EXVK��:KDW�ZLOO�KDS-
SHQ"�,�DVN��7KH\�ZLOO�KLGH��KH�DQVZHUV��WKH�EXVK�LV�ODUJH��LW�ZLOO�
QRW�EH�QRW�HDV\�WR�FDWFK�WKHP��:H�VWRS�IRU�D�PRPHQW��*HUKDUG�

Valentina Bonifacio, Alessandro Maresca
From sagua’a to Ox-Dollars. Cattle and Human Assemblages in the Paraguayan Chaco



Lagoonscapes e-ISSN 2785-2709
2, 1, 2022, 119-144

Valentina Bonifacio, Alessandro Maresca
From sagua’a to Ox-Dollars. Cattle and Human Assemblages in the Paraguayan Chaco

133

VSHDNV�6SDQLVK�ZLWK�WKHކ�,QGLDQVއ��%XW�ZKDW�KDSSHQV�WR�WKH�FRZV��
,�DVN�DJDLQ��:H�ZLOO�WDNH�WKHP��KH�UHSOLHV��WKHUH�LV�QR�ORQJHU�URRP�
IRU�ZLOG�FRZV�KHUH��:H�GULYH�DJDLQ��$IWHU�D�IHZ�PHWHUV�*HUKDUG�
DEUXSWO\�EUDNHV��D�FRZ�UXQV�DFURVV�WKH�URDG�DQG�MXPSVށ��VXUSULV-
LQJO\�DJLOHށ��LQWR�WKH�EXVK�

%XW�LQ�WKH�ROG�WLPHV��VR�WKH�0HQQRQLWH�VWRULHV�JR��WKHUH�ZHUH�D�ORW�
of sagua’a�KLGLQJ� LQ� WKH�EXVK�� -XVW�ZLWK�WKH� lasso, one estanciero 
DQG�KLV�WZR�KHOSHUV�ZRXOG�FDSWXUH�LQ�WHQ�\HDUV�PRUH�WKDQ�������RI�
WKHPށ��ZKLOH�WUDSSLQJ�D�IHZ�KXQGUHGV�PRUH��%RXQWLHV�ZHUH�R೯HUHG��
DQG�KXQWLQJ�WULSV�ZHUH�RUJDQLVHG��RIWHQ�HQGLQJ�ZLWK�D�GXHO�EHWZHHQ�
WKH�PDQ�DQG�WKH�DQLPDO��$SSURSULDWLQJ�VRPHKRZ�WKHLU�VWUDWHJLHV�
RI�UHVLVWDQFH��VXFK�VWRULHV�H[FHHG�WKH�GLFKRWRP\�EHWZHHQ�ZLOG�DQG�
WDPHG�DQLPDOV3�DQG�GHVFULEH�sagua’a�DV�ZLVHU�WKDQ�ZLOG�DQLPDOV��H[-
DFWO\�EHFDXVH�RI�WKHLU�LQWLPDWH�UHODWLRQ�ZLWK�KXPDQV��$OPRVW�P\WK-
LFDO��WKH\�ZHUH�HQGRZHG�ZLWK�H[FHSWLRQDO�FKDUDFWHULVWLFV�OLNH�JLDQW�
KRUQV��WKH�DELOLW\�WR�MXPS�OLNH�MDJXDUV��DQG�H[WUDRUGLQDU\�VHQVRU\�
FDSDELOLWLHV��%XW��DERYH�DOO��WKHVH�VWRULHV�XQGHUVFRUH�WKHLU�VWXEERUQ�
UHFDOFLWUDQFH�WR�EH�GRPLQDWHG�E\�PHQ��ZLWK�GXHOV�EHWZHHQ�VDJXDOH-
UR�DQG�sagua’a�RIWHQ�HQGXULQJ�RYHU�\HDUV��7KLV�REVWLQDWH�WHQGHQF\�
WR�PXWLQ\�LV�VWLOO�UHFDOOHG�E\�0HQQRQLWHV�ZKHQ�WKH\�DGGUHVV�UHVWOHVV�
FKLOGUHQ�ZLWK�Dފ�<RX�DUH�D�ZLOG�sagua’aދ�
5XEHQ�)XQN�WHOOV�WKH�VWRU\�RI�sagua’a�+RFR��D�EXOO�FDVWUDWHG�ZKHQ�

KH�ZDV�WZR�\HDUV�ROG�DQG�HVFDSHG�GXULQJ�D�5RGHR�

,W�RIWHQ�KDSSHQHG�WKDW�\RXQJ�FDWWOH�UDQ�ZLOG��&RZER\V�IRXQG�WKDW�
WKHVHކ�WDPHއ�FDWWOH��ZKHQ�WKH\�EHFRPH�ZLOG��EHKDYH�PXFKކ�wiserއ�
than animals born in the wild��$V�WKH\�NQRZ�KRZ�KXPDQ�WKLQN��WKH\�
DUH�YHU\�FDUHIXO�ZKHQHYHU�WKH\�OHDYH�WKH�EXVK��2QH�RI�WKHVH�ZLOG�R[-
HQ�KDG�DOUHDG\�EHFRPH�D�SKHQRPHQRQ��+H�ZDV�NQRZQ�DVކ�+RFRޔ<�އ@��
2Q�RQH�RFFDVLRQ�D�JURXS�RI�PHQ�ZHQW�RQ�D�hunting trip to this salt 
ODJRRQ�DUHD��2QH�RI�WKH�PHQ�>ޔ@�VXGGHQO\�VHHV�KXJH�FDWWOH�WUDFNV�
DQG�GXQJ��(YHU\WKLQJ�VWLOO�IUHVK��>�7@ޔKHUHޔ��WKHUH�OLHV�D�ELJ��colour-
ful ox with giant horns��+H�KDV�KLV�H\HV�FORVHG�DQG�LV�FKHZLQJ��7KH�
PDQ�VWDQGV�VWLOO�IRU�ORQJ�PRPHQWV�FRQWHPSODWLQJ�KLV�GHHS�ULPPHG�
KRUQV��+H�HVWLPDWHV�WKH�OHQJWK�RI�WKH�KRUQV�DW������PHWUH��7KH\�DUH�
SRLQWHG�DQG�EHQW�IRUZDUG��+H�VWDQGV�EHKLQG�D�WUHH��DLPV�KLV�JXQ��D�
FDOLEUH�����DW�RQH�RI�WKH�KRUQV�DQG�SXOOV�WKH�WULJJHU��The ox jumps 
up like a jaguar��VQRUWV��DQG�FRPHV�ULJKW�DW�KLP��>7ފ�@ޔKH�ROG�+R-
FR�LV�VWLOO�DOLYHދ��)XQN�2017��������$XWKRUVއ�WUDQVO���HPSKDVLV�DGGHG�

+H�DOVR�UHFDOOV�KRZ�0HQQRQLWHV�XVHG�tamajares to attract sagua’a 
GXULQJ�SHULRGV�RI�GURXJKW�DQG�FDWFK�WKHP�

3 6HH�IRU�H[DPSOH�'HVFROD����������
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7KH�FDWWOH�VWUD\HG�LQ�GLVWDQW�SDVWXUHV��7KHVH�FDWWOH�EHFDPH�IHUDO�
VR�HDVLO\�WKDW�LW�EHFDPH�LPSRVVLEOH�WR�WDNH�FDUH�RI�WKHP�DQG�KHUG�
WKHP�WRJHWKHU��7KH\�EUHG�LQ�WKH�ZLOG�VWHSSH��VR�WKHUH�ZHUH�DOUHDG\�
several generations of cattle that had never been corralloed or las-
soed��7KH\�KDG�QHLWKHU�WKHކ�HDU�FXWއ�QRU�D�EUDQG��6XFK�D�ZLOG�FDW-
WOH�LV�FDOOHG�6DJXD�£��RU�DV�WKH�$UJHQWLQHV�DQG�%UD]LOLDQV�VD\�-D%ފ�
JXDODGDޔ<��ދ@�)RUHVW�FOHDULQJ�KDG�DOUHDG\�EHJXQ�DQG�SDUW�RI�WKH�
HVWDQFLD�KDG�EHHQ�DOUHDG\�IHQFHG��/DUJHU�WDMDPDUHV�ZHUH�DOVR�GXJ�
LQ�WKHVH�IRUHVW�IUHH�DUHDVށ��ZDWHU�UHVHUYHV�IRU�WLPHV�RI�GURXJKW��
7KLV�GURXJKW�JDYH�WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�FDSWXUH�WKHVH�KHUGV�RI�ZLOG�
FDWWOH�>E\�DWWUDFWLQJ�WKHP�ZLWK�WKH�WDMDPDUHV@��,Q�WKH�VWHSSHV�RXW-
VLGH�WKH�IHQFHV�RQO\�D�IHZ�SRROV�UHPDLQHG�WKDW�VWLOO�KDG�ZDWHU��
7KH�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�KDG�JLYHQ�WKH�RUGHU�WR�FDSWXUH�WKHVH�Sagua’a 
KHUGV����Sagua’a�ODVVRHV�IURP�DURXQG�WKH�DUHD�ZHUH�UHFUXLWHG��SD\-
ing them a bounty on each Sagua’a caught. (Funk 2017�������$X-
WKRUVއ�WUDQVO���HPSKDVLV�DGGHG�

$�OLQJXLVW�DOVR�FODVVLI\�sagua’a�DV�RQH�RI�WKH�IHZ�JXDUDQL�ZRUGV�LP-
SRUWHG�LQ�3ODWWGHXWVFK��WKH�*HUPDQ�GLDOHFW�0HQQRQLWHV�VSHDN�

7KH�ZRUG�sagua’a��ކZLOGއ��ZDV�RQO\�NQRZQ�IRU�D�ZLOG��RZQHUOHVV�FDW-
WOH��RI�ZKLFK�WKHUH�ZHUH�SOHQW\�LQ�HDUOLHU�WLPHV��7RGD\�RQH�VD\V�WR�
D�=DSSHOSKLOLSS�>GJHW\�FKLOG@�-7KLHV���ދ�EHVW�HQ�ZLOOD�sagua’a¾'ފ�
sen 2007, 70)

7KLV�LV�D�ZRUOG�WKHQ�ZKHUH�sagua’a escape the grip of human con-
WURO�DQG�UHPDLQ�PRVWO\�LOOHJLEOH�WR�WKHLU�KXPDQ�KXQWHUV��/LNH�-DPHV�
6FRWWއV��������QRPDG�SRSXODWLRQV��WKH\�GRQއW�OLYH�LQ�WKHފ�VWULDWHGދ��RU�
JULGGHG��VSDFH�KXPDQV�ZHUH�VWULYLQJ�WR�LPSRVH�WKHP��EXW�UDWKHU�LQ�
WKHފ�VPRRWKދ��DPRUSKRXV�VSDFH�LQ�EHWZHHQ��'HOHX]H��*XDWWDUL�����, 
������2QH�HDUO\�SRZHU�GLVSRVLWLI�WKDW�LQVHUWV�FDWWOH��'HOHX]H�����) in-
WR�DQ�HOHPHQW�RI�D�JULG�LV�WKH�SUDFWLFH�RI�EUDQGLQJ��7KLV�LV�PHQWLRQHG�
IRU�WKH�UVW�WLPH�LQ������LQ�WKH�UHFRUGV�RI�WKH�FHQWUDO�0HQQRQLWH�DG-
PLQLVWUDWLRQ��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�WKLV3ކ�URWRFROއ��HDFK�FRORQ�ZDV�IRUFHG�WR�
EUDQG�KLV�FRZV�ZLWK�WKH�PDUN�&0��&RORQLD�0HQQR��DQG�WKH�VDOH�RI�XQ-
EUDQGHG�FRZV�ZDV�IRUELGGHQ��)XQN�2017�������$V�LW�HPHUJHV�LQ�D�GLV-
FXVVLRQ�ZLWK�DQ�LQWHUORFXWRU��ULWXDOV�RI�EUDQGLQJ�VHW�LQ�PRWLRQ�WKH�DF-
counting machine of the estancia (see Strathern �������WKH\�FDSWXUH�
WKH�FRZ�LQWR�WKH�RUJDQLVHG�ZRUOG�RI�DGPLQLVWUDWLYH�UHFRUGV�DQG�SUH-
SDUH�LW�IRU�WKH�PDUNHW��,QWHUHVWLQJO\��LQ�WKHVH�OHJHQGV�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�D�
FRZ�FRXOG�EH�XQEUDQGHG��ZLWKRXW�HYHQ�DQ�HDU�FXW��LV�RIWHQ�PHQWLRQHG�
together with other abnormal characteristics like monstrous horns, 
as if both were spectacular monstrosities.
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7 Ox Dollars, Debts and Machines

Since the 1950V��D�QXPEHU�RI�IDFWRUV�FRQYHUJHG�WR�VROYH�WKH�H[LVWHQ-
WLDO�FULVLV�RI�WKH�0HQQRQLWH�FRORQLHV��OHDGLQJ�WR�D�UHYROXWLRQ�LQ�WKHLU�
PRGH�RI�SURGXFWLRQ��'ULYHQ�E\�WKH�QDQFLDO�DQG�WHFKQRORJLFDO�KHOS�RI�
1RUWK�$PHULFDQ�0HQQRQLWHV��WKLV�WHUULWRU\�LV�LQVHUWHG�LQWR�WKH�JORE-
DO�HFRQRP\�WKURXJK�WKH�LQWURGXFWLRQ�RI�QHZ�ELRORJLFDO�VSHFLHV��WHFK-
QRORJLHV��DQG�IRUHLJQ�FDSLWDOV��7KH�DOZD\V�FKDQJLQJ�DOWHUQDWLRQ�EH-
tween campo�DQG�PRQWH�JLYHV�LQFUHDVLQJO\�ZD\�WR�WKH�HPHUJHQFH�RI�
WKH�EODFN�VWDLQ��7KH�EXVK��DQG�WKHLU�LQKDELWDQWV�OLNH�WKH�sagua’a, are 
PRUH�DQG�PRUH�VXEVWLWXWHG�E\�SDVWXUHV�
0RVWO\�QDQFHG�E\�WKH�0&&��86�HTXLSPHQW�EHJDQ�WR�DUULYH�LQ�&HQ-

WUDO�&KDFR��$PHULFDQ�IURP�0LQQHVRWD��VRQ�RI�5XVVLDQ�0HQQRQLWHV��
+DUU\�+DUGHU�LQWURGXFHG�WKH�UVW�EXOOGR]HU�WR�WKH�FRORQLHV�LQ�����. 
-�VXFFHVVIXO�IDUPHU��ZKR�ZRUNHG�ZLWK�WKH�ODUJHVW�DQG�PRVW�SRZHU$ފ
IXO�PDFKLQHU\�RI�WKH�WLPHދ��KH�RSHQHG�ZLWK�KLV�7'��%XOOGR]HU�QHZ�
URDGV�DQG�EHJDQ�WR�GHIRUHVW�WKH�DUHDV�DURXQG�WKH�FRORQLHV��6WRHV]��
5DW]OD೯�Q�G����7KH�LFRQLF�DUULYDO�RI�+DUGHUއV�&DWHUSLOODU��FHOHEUDWHG�
RQ�WKH�ORFDO�QHZVSDSHU��ZDV�VRRQ�IROORZHG�E\�DQ�HOHFWULFLW\�JHQHUD-
WRU��WUDFWRUV��GDLU\�PDFKLQHU\��DQG�RWKHU�PDFKLQHV�
0HFKDQLFDO�HTXLSPHQW�FDPH�WRJHWKHU�ZLWK�QHZ�VSHFLHV�DQG�WKH�

QRUWK�$PHULFDQ�ELRORJLFDO�NQRZ�KRZ��)XQGHG�DJDLQ�E\�WKH�0&&��DQG�
LQLWLDOO\�UXQ�E\�1RUWK�$PHULFDQ�0HQQRQLWHV��5DW]OD೯�Q�G����WKH�)HUQ-
KHLP�$JULFXOWXUDO�([SHULPHQWDWLRQ�6WDWLRQ��/DQGZLUWVFKDIWOLFKH�9HU-
VXFKVVWDWLRQ�)HUQKHLP��GDWHV�EDFN�WR�������5DW]OD೯�Q�G����$�NH\�HOH-
ment of the agricultural success of the colonies, it was responsible for 
WKH�LQWURGXFWLRQ�RI�WKH�%¾೯HOJUDVV��&HQFKUXV�FLOLDULV�/����DQ�KHUE�RI�
$IULFDQ�RULJLQ��ZKLFK�VSUHDG�LQ�&KDFR�VWDUWLQJ�IURP�WKH�1950Vފ��OLNH�D�
UHދ��*RHU]HQ��������,QWURGXFHG�LQ�WKH�*UHDW�3ODLQV�DURXQG�WKH�����s, 
WKLV�KHUE�ZDV�NHSW�LQ�KLJKO\�HVWHHP��5HVLVWDQW�WR�GURXJKW��LW�ZDV�DQ�H[-
FHOOHQW�IRGGHU�IRU�WKH�LQFUHDVLQJO\�JHQHWLFDOO\�VHOHFWHG�FDWWOH��%XW�FD-
SDEOH�DV�LW�LV�RI�TXLFNO\�LQYDGLQJ�HYHQ�QRQ�WDUJHW�HQYLURQPHQWVށ��WKH�
ELRORJLFDO�FRXQWHUSDUW�RI�WKH�PDFKLQLF�&DWHUSLOODU�7'ށ���LW�LV�WRGD\�D�
PXFK�GLVFXVVHG�VSHFLHV��DV�LW�FDXVHV�GUDPDWLF�ORVVHV�RI�ELRGLYHUVLW\��
3HUKDSV�DQ�H[DPSOH�RI�WKH�IUDJLOLW\�RI�PRQR�VSHFLHV�SODQWDWLRQV��LQ-
FUHDVLQJO\�DWWDFNHG�E\�YDULRXV�GLVHDVHV��WKLV�JUDVV�KDV�EHHQ�UHFHQW-
O\�UHSODFHG�E\�DQRWKHU�$IULFDQ�VSHFLHV��ZLWK�D�FXULRXV�/DWLQ�QDPH��
Panicum Maximum��*ODW]OH�2005��0DUVKDOO��/HZLV��2VWHQGRUI�2012).

While before the 1950V�DJULFXOWXUDO�SURGXFWV�FRXOG�RQO\�EH�WUDG-
HG�WKURXJK�WKH�QDUURZ�JDXJH�UDLOURDG�UXQ�E\�WKH�&DVDGR�&RPSDQ\��
DQG�HYHQ�VR��RQO\�DIWHU�D�GD\V�ORQJ�WUDYHO�ZLWK�R[HQ�GUDZQ�ZDJRQV��
WKH�RSHQLQJ�RI�WKH�5XWD�7UDQVFKDFR�LQ�������ZKLFK�FRQQHFWV�WKH�0HQ-
QRQLWH�FRORQLHV�ZLWK�WKH�FDSLWDO�$VXQFLµQ��SURYLGHG�WKH�LQIUDVWUXF-
WXUH�QHHGHG�WR�UHDFK�WKH�JOREDO�PDUNHW�
2WKHU�WKDQ�LQIUDVWUXFWXUH��PHFKDQLFDO�DQG�ELRORJLFDO�WHFKQROR-

JLHV��QDQFH�GLG�DOVR�LWV�SDUW�WR�UHVKDSH�WKLV�ZRUOG��&UHGLWV�REWDLQHG�
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IURP�1RUWK�$PHULFD�DQG��LQFUHDVLQJO\��IURP�WKH�FHQWUDO�3DUDJXD\-
DQ�JRYHUQPHQW�EHJXQ�WR�ೱRZ�LQWR�WKH�FRORQLHV�DQG�WR�EH�UHGLVWULE-
XWHG�DPRQJ�0HQQRQLWHV��WR�IRVWHU�LQYHVWPHQWV�LQ�WKH�FDWWOH�LQGXV-
WU\��,Q�D�PRYHPHQW�ZKLFK�IXOO\�UHೱHFWV�WKH�XQGHUO\LQJ�SUDFWLFHV�RI�
QDQFLDOLVDWLRQ�RI�QDWXUH��WKHVH�FUHGLWV�ZHUH�GHQRPLQDWHG�LQ�D�OR-
FDO�FWLWLRXV�FXUUHQF\��WKH�R[�GROODU��VWLOO�SDUWLDOO\�LQ�XVH�LQ�WKH�FRO-
RQLHV��-XVW�DV�ROG�FXUUHQFLHV��VXFK�DV�WKH�GROODU�DQG�WKH�OLUD��ZHUH�
WLJKWO\�DQFKRUHG�WR�JROG�DQG�VWDELOLVHG��OLQNLQJ�GHEWV�WR�WKH�SULFH�RI�
DQ�R[�DYRLGHG�ULVNV�GXH�WR�WKH�YRODWLOLW\�RI�WKH�SULFH�RI�WKH�PHDW��DV�
FDWWOH�SURGXFWLRQ�ZDV�EHFRPLQJ�WKH�PDLQ�VRXUFH�RI�LQFRPH�IRU�0HQ-
QRQLWHV��,QLWLDOO\�XVHG�RQO\�IRU�WKH�GHEWV�FRQWUDFWHG�E\�WKH�IDUPHUV��
LWV�XVH�DV�PDLQ�FXUUHQF\�WR�EH�XVHG�IRU�DOO�WUDQVDFWLRQV�VSUHDG�RXW��
6R��IRU�H[DPSOH�DQ�LQWHUORFXWRUއV�ROG�UHIULJHUDWRU�ZRXOG�FRVW���2[���
DQG�KLV�XVHG�FDU����2[����,W�LV�GRQH��KH�H[SODLQV��WR�KHOS�\RXQJ�SHR-
SOH��WR�SURWHFW�WKHP�IURP�WKH�H[WHUQDO�PDUNHW��$QG�\HW��WKHVH�FUHG-
LWV��JUDQWHG�LQ�SURSRUWLRQ�WR�WKH�PDUNHW�YDOXH�RI�WKH�ODQG��DUH�RQH�RI�
WKH�PDLQ�PHFKDQLVPV�E\�ZKLFK�IDUPHUV�DQG�FRZV�DUH�LQWURGXFHG�LQ-
WR�WKH�G\QDPLFV�RI�WKH�FDSLWDOLVW�PDUNHWV�
%\�MX[WDSRVLQJ�FRZV�DQG�GROODU�LQ�WKH�VDPH�VLJQLHU��DQG�E\�OLQN-

LQJ�LW�WR�LPDJLQDULHV�RI�GHEWV�DQG�SURWV��WKH�R[�GROODU�SHUIRUPHG�LQ�
IDFW�D�IXUWKHU�FRPPRGLFDWLRQ�RI�WKH�FRZV��$�FRPSDULVRQ�EHWZHHQ�
DQ�LPDJLQDU\ކ�sagua’a�GROODUއ�DQG�WKH�R[�GROODU�PLJKW�KHOS�WR�H[SORUH�
WKLV�SRLQW��:KLOH�VRPH�0HQQRQLWH�VWRULHV�RQ�WKH�sagua’a point to the 
IDFW�WKDW�WKH\�ZHUH�LQGHHG�SULFHG�DQG�KXQWHG�WR�EH�WUDGHG��RIWHQ�
ZLWK�WKH�3DUDJXD\DQ�PLOLWDU\�LQ�WKH�1RUWK��)XQN�2017���D�FXUUHQF\�
��WR�KHGJH�LQೱDWLRQ�ULVNV�LV�KDUGO\�WKLQNDEOH�EHFDXVH�RIއsagua’a�GROODUކ
LWV�VWUXFWXUDO�LQVWDELOLW\��RU�YRODWLOLW\�DV�QDQFLDO�SUDFWLWLRQHUV�ZRXOG�
KDYH�LW���$OWKRXJK�VRPHWLPHV�REMHFWV�RI�H[FKDQJH��DQG�LQGHHG�REMHFWV�
RI�SULFHG�FRPSHWLWLRQV��sagua’a�ZHUH�ERUQ�QHLWKHU�DV�FRPPRGLWLHV�
QRU�DV�DVVHWV��ZKLOH�FRQWHPSRUDU\�FRZV�DUH�XQGHUJRLQJ�D�SURFHVV�
RI�ERWK�FRPPRGLFDWLRQ�DQG�DVVHWLVDWLRQ��7KH\�ZHUH�QRW�FRPPRGL-
WLHV��EHFDXVH�WKH\�ZHUH�SRVVHVVHG�DIWHU�D�VXFFHVVIXO�GXHO��DQG�RIWHQ�
QDPHG��DV�WKH�ROG�OHJHQGV�FOHDUO\�VKRZ��$W�EHVW��ERXQWLHV�ZHUH�R೯HUHG�
RQ�WKHP��7KH\�ZHUH�QRW�FRPPRGLWLHV��EHFDXVH�WKH\�ZHUH�SRVVHVVHG�
DIWHU�D�VXFFHVVIXO�GXHO��DQG�RIWHQ�QDPHG��DV�WKH�ROG�OHJHQGV�FOHDUO\�
VKRZ��$W�EHVW��ERXQWLHV�ZHUH�R೯HUHG�RQ�WKHP��,Q�WKDW�sagua’a were 
LQWLPDWHO\�FRQQHFWHG�WR�WKHLU�KXQWHUV�WKURXJK�D�ZHE�RI�GLYHUVH�UHOD-
WLRQV��WKH\�HQWHUHG�WKHVH�H[FKDQJHV�LQ�WKH�IRUP�RI�SHUVRQV��DQG�QRW�
DV�IXQJLEOHކ�WKLQJVއ�GLVHQWDQJOHG�IURP�DQ\�SUHYLRXV�FRQWH[W�4 Thus, 

4 $V�6WUDWKHUQ��EXLOGLQJ�RQ�&KULV�*UHJRU\��SXWV�LW��LI�LQ�D�FRPPRGLW\�HFRQRP\�WKLQJVފ�
DQG�SHUVRQV�DVVXPH�WKH�VRFLDO�IRUP�RI�WKLQJV��WKHQ�LQ�D�JLIW�HFRQRP\�WKH\�DVVXPH�WKH�
VRFLDO�IRUP�RI�SHUVRQދ��6WUDWKHUQ�������������%XLOGLQJ�RQ�-DPHV�&DUULHU��ZH�WDNHކ�SRV-
VHVVLRQއ�KHUH�WR�VLJQLI\ފ�D�UHODWLRQVKLS�RI�LGHQWLW\�EHWZHHQ�SHUVRQ�DQG�REMHFWދ�DQGފ�WKH�
REMHFW�LQ�VXFK�D�UHODWLRQVKLSދ��,WV�RSSRVLWH�LV�D�FRPPRGLW\ފ��ZKLFK�LV�DOLHQDWHG��VHHQ�DV�
VHSDUDWHG�IURP�WKH�SHRSOH�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�LWދ��&DUULHU�2005, 9).

Valentina Bonifacio, Alessandro Maresca
From sagua’a to Ox-Dollars. Cattle and Human Assemblages in the Paraguayan Chaco



Lagoonscapes e-ISSN 2785-2709
2, 1, 2022, 119-144

Valentina Bonifacio, Alessandro Maresca
From sagua’a to Ox-Dollars. Cattle and Human Assemblages in the Paraguayan Chaco

137

HYHQ�ZKHQ�WKHLU�PHDW�ZDV�VROG�RQ�WKH�PDUNHW��WKH�WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ�RI�
a sagua’a�LQWR�D�FRPPRGLW\�ZDV�GHSHQGHQW�RQ�WKH�VXFFHVVIXO�XQIROG-
LQJ�RI�XQSUHGLFWDEOH�HYHQWV��DQG�QHYHU�IRUHJRQH��$QG�WKH\�ZHUH�QRW�
DVVHWV��DV�WKH\�FRXOG�QRW�SURYLGH�DQ\�FDSLWDO�UHWXUQ�LQ�WLPH��FRQWUD-
U\�WR�WKH�2[�GROODU��,QGHHG��WKH�WUDQVLWLRQ�IURP�WKH�LPSRVVLELOLW\�RI�D�
-�WR�WKH�YHU\�UHDOLW\�RI�WKH�R[�GROODU�VLJQDOV�WKH�WUDQVއsagua’a�GROODUކ
IRUPDWLRQ�RI�WKH�UHODWLRQV�RI�SURGXFWLRQ�ZKHUHE\�QHZ�NLQGV�RI�EHLQJV�
DUH�SHUIRUPHG��SURGXFHG��DQG�UHSURGXFHG�[fig. 2].

8 The Grid

7KURXJK�WKH�FRPSOH[�HQWDQJOHPHQW�RI�GHEWV�DQG�SURWV��FDSLWDO�DF-
FXPXODWLRQ�ZLOO�IXHO�IURP�QRZ�RQ�DQ�HWKRV�ZKLFK�UHJDUGV�1DWXUH�DV�
VRPHWKLQJ�WR�FRQTXHVW��GHI\�DQG�H[SORLW��,Q����� on the local news-
paper Mennoblatt��D�WHDFKHU�FULHV��VHH�DOVR�*RHU]HQ�������

:H�DUH�ERWKHUHG�E\�WKH�EXVK��ZH�QHHG�WR�PDNH�URRP��:LWK�WKH�
UVW�UDLQV�RI�VSULQJ��ZH�QHHG�PDFKLQHV�WR�SODQW�PXFK�PRUH��1RW�
����QRW����EXW�����KHFWDUHV�ZH�KDYH�WR�SORZ���Mennoblatt����0D\�
������$XWKRUVއ�WUDQVO��

%XW�LQFUHDVHG�GHIRUHVWDWLRQ�DQG�WKH�VXEVWLWXWLRQ�RI�QDWLYH�VSHFLHV�
VRRQ�SURPSWHG�HFRORJLFDO�SUREOHPV��,Q�����, a piece on the Menno-

Figure 2 Satellite image. Green strifes protect from the wind. Source: Google (public domain)
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blatt�RSHQO\�ZDUQHG�WKDW�WKH�HFRORJLFDO�FDWDVWURSKH�WKHQ�SODJXLQJ�
WKH�VRXWK�RI�$UJHQWLQD�ZDV�DOVR�WKUHDWHQLQJ�WKH�3DUDJXD\DQ�&KDFR��
'XULQJ�SHULRGV�RI�GURXJKW�DQG�KLJK�ZLQG��DQG�ZLWKRXW�WKH�SURWHF-
WLRQ�RI�WKH�EXVK��WKH�VRLO��WKH�ZULWHU�ZDUQVފ��WKH�VROLG�HDUWKދ��ZDV�EH-
FRPLQJފ�D�WR\�RI�WKH�ZLQGދ��Mennoblatt�����$XJXVW��������-XVW�DV�LQ�
WKH�GUDPDWLF�HYHQWV�WKDW�FDXVHG�WKDW�FDWDVWURSKH�NQRZQ�DV�WKH�'XVW�
Bowl (Worster 1979��VHH�DOVR�6WHLQEHFNއV�The Grapes of Wrath) which 
KLW�WKH�*UHDW�3ODLQV�LQ�WKH�����s. Still in 2017��+HOPXWK�UHFDOOV�ZLWK-
RXW�KHVLWDWLRQ�KLV�H[SHULHQFH�RI�IHDU�DV�KH�ZLWQHVVHG�DV�D�ER\�VXFK�
HYHQWV��+H�WDONV�DERXW�WKH�JUHDW�GXVW�VWRUPV�WKDW�VRPHWLPHV�SODJXHG�
KLV�KRXVH�DQG�OLPLWHG�WKH�YLHZ�WR�D�IHZ�PHWUHV��+LV�SDUHQWV�NHSW�WHOO-
LQJ�KLP�WKDW�DOO�ZDV�QRUPDO��EXW�KH�QHYHU�EHOLHYHG�LW��$QG�FRZV�DO-
VR�VX೯HUHG�XQGHU�WKHVH�HYHQWV��DV�WKH�VDPH�DUWLFOH�LQ�WKH�Mennob-
latt�UHFDOOV��'XULQJ�WKHVH�GURXJKWV��ODFN�RI�KD\�DQG�ZDWHU�FDXVHG�WKH�
GHDWK�RU�WKH�SUHPDWXUH�VODXJKWHULQJ�RI�PDQ\�RI�WKHP��*RHU]HQ�����; 
Mennoblatt�����$XJXVW�����).
$�0HQQRQLWH�IRUHVW�HQJLQHHU��DOVR�WDONHG�ZLWK�XV�DERXW�WKHVH�HYHQWV��

ZKLFK�EHFDPH�FULWLFDO�ZKHQ�EXOOGR]HU�EHJDQ�WR�FOHDU�ODUJH�DUHDVށ��LQ�
the 1950V�DQG�����V��ZKHQ�+HOPXWK�ZDV�D�FKLOG��7KH�SUDFWLFH�RI�SUR-
YLGLQJ�SURWHFWLYH�VWULSV�RI�IRUHVW�DJDLQVW�WKH�ZLQG�DQG�SORZLQJ�HOGV�
RUWKRJRQDO�WR�WKH�ZLQG�GLUHFWLRQ�ZRXOG�EH�DGYLVHG�E\�81�VWD೯�YLV-
LWLQJ�WKH�FRORQLHV��7KHVH�UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV�ZHUH�WDNHQ�VHULRXVO\�E\�
WKH�0HQQRQLWH�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ��$OUHDG\�LQ�1971 an internal regulation 
SUHVFULEHG�D�SURWHFWLYH�VWULS�HYHU\�����PHWHUV��WZR�\HDUV�EHIRUH�WKLV�
SUDFWLFH�ZDV�UHJXODWHG�E\�ODZ�E\�WKH�3DUDJXD\DQ�VWDWH��&UHGLWV�WR�WKH�
FRORQV�ZHUH�OLQNHG�WR�WKH�FRPSOLDQFH�WR�WKLV�UHJXODWLRQ��7KLV�YHUVLRQ�
RI�WKH�VWRU\��DSDUW�IURP�WKH�LQWHUYHQWLRQ�RI�81�WHFKQLFLDQV��ZDV�DOVR�
FRQUPHG�E\�*HUKDUG��ZKR�RIWHQ�VWUHVVHG�LQ�RXU�FKDWV�WKH�HFRORJL-
FDO�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�RI�WKH�0HQQRQLWHV��7KH\�XQGHUVWRRG�IRU�WKHPVHOYHV�
WKDW�WKHUH�ZDV�D�QHHG�IRU�SURWHFWLYH�VWULSV��IXUWKHU�ODZV�ZHUH�XVHOHVV�
,W�LV�WKHUHIRUH�LQ�WKLV�ZD\�WKDW�WKH�ODQGVFDSH�RI�&KDFR�LV�WDNLQJ�RQ�

SRVW�DSRFDO\SWLF�WUDLWV��UHPLQLVFHQW�RI�WKH�RSHQLQJ�VFHQHV�RI�%ODGH�
5XQQHU�������7KH�VWULDWHG��VTXDUHG��JULG�OLNH��VDWHOOLWH�LPDJHV�ZH�
VHH�YLD�*RRJOH�(DUWK��VHH�[fig. 2]��DUH�LQ�IDFW�SHUIRUPHG�E\�WKH�IRU-
HVW�ODZ�1R�������SURPXOJDWHG�LQ�����, still in force) which regulates 
GHIRUHVWDWLRQ�DQG�LPSRVHV�SURWHFWLYH�VWULSV�DQG�WKH�PDLQWHQDQFH�RI�
FHUWDLQ�DPRXQW�RI�EXVK��)XUWKHUPRUH��MXVWLHG�DQG�H[SORLWHG�LQ�WKH�
QDPH�RIކ�VXVWDLQDELOLW\އ��SURFHVVHV�WKURXJK�ZKLFKފ�PRQH\�OHYHUDJ-
HV�QDWXUH�WR�SURGXFH�PRUH�PRQH\ދ��2XPD��-RKQVRQ��%LJJHU�����, 
�����DUH�QRZ�LQVHUWLQJ�FRZV�DQG�FDWWOH�UDQFKLQJ�LQWR�WKH�QDQFLDO-
LVHG�ZRUOG�RIކ�VXVWDLQDEOH�QDQFHއ��VLJQDOOLQJ�DQ�LQWHQVLFDWLRQ�RI�
SUDFWLFHV�RI�FRPPRGLFDWLRQ��,Q�WKLV�SURFHVV��HFRORJLFDO�GLVFRXUV-
HV��E\�QRZ�KHJHPRQLF��VHHP�WR�SURYLGH�WKH�OHJLWLPLVLQJ�JURXQG�IRU�D�
ZKROH�QHZ�VHW�RI�WRROV�RI�VRFLDO�HQYLURQPHQWDO�FRQWURO��)RU�H[DPSOH��
EH\RQG�WKHLU�HVWDEOLVKHG�UROH�DV�IXQJLEOH�FRPPRGLWLHV�LQ�WKH�JOREDO�

Valentina Bonifacio, Alessandro Maresca
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PHDW�PDUNHW��FRZV�DUH�QRZ�HYHQ�SDUWLFLSDWLQJ�LQ�FDUERQ�PDUNHWV�5 
+HUH��WKH�HQWHULFކ�HPLVVLRQVއ�SURGXFHG�E\�WKHLU�GLJHVWLRQށ��ULFK�LQ�
PHWKDQH��D�JUHHQKRXVH�JDVށ��DUH�PHDVXUHG��DVVHVVHG�DQG�TXDQWL-
HG�WR�EH�PDGH�FRPPHQVXUDEOH�DQG�WUDGDEOH�ZLWK�RWKHU�LQGXVWULDO�
&22�HPLVVLRQV��6	3�2021��VHH�0DF.HQ]LH�2009���3ULFLQJ�WKHVH�HPLV-
VLRQV�ZRXOG�WKXV�DOORZ�WKH�PDUNHW�WR�H೯LFLHQWO\�HYDOXDWH�HQYLURQPHQ-
WDO�FRVWV��DQG�OLPLW�FOLPDWH�FKDQJH��$ORQJ�VLPLODU�OLQHV��QHZ�QDQFLDO�
LQVWUXPHQWV�OLNHކ�VXVWDLQDEOH�ERQGVއ�VHHP�WR�EH�WXUERFKDUJLQJ�FRP-
PRGLFDWLRQ�E\�OHYHUDJLQJ�RQ�WKH�ODWHVW�WHFKQRORJLHV��:KHUHDV�WKH�
R[�GROODU��DV�ZH�SRLQWHG�RXW��SHUIRUPHG�FRPPRGLFDWLRQ�WKURXJK�UHO-
DWLYHO\�VLPSOH��DQDORJXH"��RSHUDWLRQV�RI�GLVHQWDQJOHQPHQW��EUDQGLQJ��
DFFRXQWLQJ�HWF����WKHVH�RSHUDWLRQV�QRZ�IXOO\�UHO\�RQ�GLJLWDO�WHFKQRO-
RJLHV��$V�D�FDVH�LQ�SRLQW��WKH�PHDW�JLDQW�-%6�UHFHQWO\�LVVXHG�Dކ�VXV-
WDLQDELOLW\�OLQNHG�ERQGއ�ZKRVH�LQWHUHVW�SDLG�WR�LQYHVWRUV�DUH�SHJJHG�
WR�WKH�GHSOR\PHQW�RI�D�WUDQVSDUHQW�VXSSO\�FKDLQ��RQH�ZKLFK�ZRXOG�
GLVFDUG�PHDW�SURGXFHG�WKURXJK�LOOHJDO�GHIRUHVWDWLRQ��$V�D�UHVXOW�RI�
WKH�H೯RUW�RI�WUDFLQJ�PHDW�SURGXFWV�WR�WKHLU�SURGXFHUV��WKH�SULPLWLYH�
DFW�RI�EUDQGLQJ�JHWV�QRZ�GLJLWDOLVHG�LQWR�D�45�FRGHށ��D�GLJLWDO�QDPH�
RQO\�FRPSXWHUV�FDQ�UHDGށ��DQG�ROG�DFFRXQWLQJ�UHJLVWHUV�HYROYH�LQWR�
WKH�ODWHVW�YHUVLRQ�RI�D�EORFNFKDLQ�SODWIRUP�6�FDOOHG�7UDQVSDUHQW�/LYH-
VWRFN�)DUPLQJ�3ODWIRUP��ZKLFKފ�H[WHQG�VRFLRHQYLURQPHQWDO�PRQLWRU-
LQJ�ZLWK�VHFXULW\�RI�WKH�GDWD��UHOLDELOLW\�DQG�SURGXFHU�HQJDJHPHQW�7ދ 
$V�D�UHVXOW��WKH�PHVK�RI�WKH�JULGGHG��RU�VWULDWHG��VSDFH�JHWV�QDUURZ-
HU�DQG�QDUURZHU�

9 Conclusions

$V�ZH�KDYH�VKRZQ��LQ�WKH�WZHQWLHWK�FHQWXU\�WKH�3DUDJXD\DQ�&KDFR�
KDV�EHHQ�WKH�WKHDWUH�RI�D�VHULHV�RI�PXOWLSOH�DOHDWRU\�HQFRXQWHUV�EH-
WZHHQ�KXPDQV�DQG�QRQ�KXPDQV��VRPH�RI�ZKLFK�SUHFDULRXVO\�VWDEL-
OLVHG�LQWR�GLVWLQFW�\HW�LQWHUFRQQHFWHG�DQG�LQWHUGHSHQGHQW�ZRUOGV��,Q�
SDUWLFXODU��ZH�KLJKOLJKWHG�D�KLVWRULFDO�WUDQVLWLRQ�IURP�ZKDW�ZH�FDOOHG�
���7KLV�WUDQVLWLRQ�LV�QRWދWKH�DJH�RI�WKH�JULGފ��DQGދWKH�DJH�RI�sagua’aފ
RQO\�D�WHPSRUDO��EXW�DOVR�DQ�RQWRORJLFDO�RQH��LW�LV�FKDUDFWHULVHG�E\�WKH�
GLVDSSHDUDQFH�RI�FHUWDLQ�EHLQJV�DQG�RI�WKH�DVVHPEODJHV�WKH\�ZHUH�
SDUW�RI��DQG�E\�WKH�ELUWK�RI�QHZ�RQHV��FI��%ODVHU�������

The beginning of the age of sagua’a�FDQ�EH�SODFHG�DW�WKH�YHU\�
EHJLQQLQJ�RI�FRORQLVDWLRQ��ZKHQ�WKH�UVW�KHUGV�RI�FDWWOH�VWDUWHG�WR�
DGDSWށ��DQG�WR�EH�PRGLHG�LQ�WKHLU�ERGLHV�DQG�JHQHWLF�KHULWDJHށ��WR�

5 &DUERQ�PDUNHWV�VHHN�WR�OLPLW�FOLPDWH�FKDQJH�E\�SULFLQJ�JUHHQKRXVH�HPLVVLRQV�
6 %ORFNFKDLQ�SODWIRUPV�DUH�HVVHQWLDOO\�GLJLWDO�V\VWHPV�GHVLJQHG�WR�UHFRUG�LQIRUPD-
WLRQ�WUDQVSDUHQWO\�DQG�UHOLDEO\�
7 https://jbs360.com.br/en/transparent-livestock-farming.
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/DWLQ�$PHULFDQ�HFRORJLHV��6RPH�RI�WKHP��FDOOHG�bagual, sagua’a, chi-
marrones��EHFDPH�SDUW�RI�QHZ�FROOHFWLYHV�RI�EHLQJ��ZKHUH�KXPDQV�
RQO\�KDG�D�SHULSKHUDO�UROH��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�'DUZLQ��WKHVH�FUHROH�FDW-
WOH�ZHUH�YLVLEO\�SUHVHQW�LQ�3DUDJXD\�XS�WR�WKH�QLQHWHHQWK�FHQWXU\��
ZKHUH�WKH\�ZRXOGފ�VZDUP�VRXWKZDUG�DQG�QRUWKZDUG�LQ�D�IHUDO�VWDWHދ�
�'DUZLQ������������)RU�LQVWDQFH��ZKLOH�FDWWOH�UDQFKLQJ�SOD\HG�D�PL-
QRU�UROH�LQ�WKH�0HQQRQLWH�&RORQLHV�LQ�WKH���WK�FHQWXU\��LQ�WKH�&DV-
DGR�7HUULWRU\�LW�UHSUHVHQWHG�VLQFH�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�D�FRPSOHPHQWDU\�
DFWLYLW\�WR�WKH�SURGXFWLRQ�RI�WDQQLQ��,Q�WKLV�SKDVH��sagua’a�DQG�WKHLU�
OLIH�ZRUOG�H[LVWHG�DW�WKH�LQWHUVHFWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�WKH�0HQQRQLWHV�&ROR-
QLHV��WKH�&DVDGR�7HUULWRU\��DQG�WKHLU�HFRQRPLHV�
,Q�3XHUWR�&DVDGR��VSHFLDO�WHDPV�RI�sagua’a hunters were organ-

LVHG�E\�WKH�&DVDGR�FRPSDQ\��+LGGHQ�LQ�WKH�EXVK�WKDW�H[WHQGHG�LQ�EH-
WZHHQ�WKH�&DVDGR�WHUULWRU\�DQG�WKH�0HQQRQLWH�FRORQLHV��sagua’a co-
KDELWHG�ZLWK�MDJXDUV�DQG�RWKHU�DQLPDOVށ��OLNH�WKH�urutau��D�ELUG�WKDW�
ZRXOG�ZDUQ�WKHP�ZKHQ�HQHPLHV�ZHUH�DSSURDFKLQJށ��WKH\�OHDUQW�WR�
QG�ZDWHU�LQ�DQ�DULG�ODQGVFDSH�DQG�WR�IRUDJH�DW�QLJKW�ZKHQ�WKHLU�KX-
PDQ�SUHGDWRUV�ZHUH�VXSSRVHG�QRW�WR�EH�DURXQG��5DGLFDOO\�GL೯HUHQW�
IURP�WKH�FRZV�EUHG�DQG�JRYHUQHG�LQ�NLORPHWUH�����WRR�IDW�RU�WRR�VORZ�
WR�HVFDSH�IURP�WKH�HVWDQFLDV�WKDW�SURGXFHG�WKHP��sagua’a were ag-
LOH�EHLQJV��UHDG\�WR�JKW�DJDLQVW�KXPDQV�DQG�WR�UHIXVH�WKHLU�VWDWXV�
RI�GRPHVWLFDWHG�DQLPDOV��1HYHUWKHOHVV��ZKLOH�sagua’a�ZHUH�WUHDWHG�
OLNH�KXQWLQJ�WURSKLHV�DQG�KLJKO\�GH�KXPDQLVHG�WKURXJK�WKH�OHJLWLPD-
WLRQ�RI�SXUSRVH�IUHH�YLROHQFHކ��LPSURYHGއ�FDWWOH�HQWHUWDLQHG�D�SHUVRQ-
DO�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�WKH�KXPDQV�WKDW�JRYHUQHG�WKHP�
$V�LW�HPHUJHV�IURP�PHPRLUV�RI�0HQQRQLWH�FRORQLVHUV��KXQWHUV�HQ-

JDJHG�sagua’a�LQ�GXHOV�ZKLFK�RIWHQ�VSDQ�RYHU�\HDUV��0HQQRQLWHV�GH-
YLVHG�LQJHQLRXV�WUDSV�WR�DWWUDFW�DQG�FDSWXUH�sagua’a��EXW�WKHVH�SURYHG�
XQSUHGLFWDEOH�DQG�QRW�OHVV�UHVRXUFHIXO��JLYLQJ�WKHLU�DGYHUVDULHV�KDUG�
WLPH��$URXQG�FDPSUHV��VWRULHV�DERXW�WKHVH�EDWWOHV�ZHUH�WROG�DQG�UH-
WROG��DQG�sagua’a�OLNH�WKH�ROG�+RFR�RIWHQ�DVVXPHG�P\WKLFDO�FKDUDF-
WHULVWLFV��.LOOLQJ�RQH�RI�WKHP�IXOOOHG�WKH�GUHDP�RI�HDFK�0HQQRQLWH�
FRZER\��PDNLQJ�WKHP�SURXG��&RPPHUFLDO�PRWLYHV�ZHUH�SUHVHQW��EXW�
RIWHQ�WR�WKH�VLGH��$V�LQ�$QQD�7VLQJއV��2015) matsutake hunts, these 
JKWV�LQGHHG�FRQIURQWHG�SHUVRQV��sagua’a hunters were not alienat-
HG�ODERXUHUV��QRU�ZHUH�sagua’a ERUQ�DV�FRPPRGLWLHV�
,Q�WKH�DJH�RI�WKH�JULG��D�ZKROH�QHZ�ZRUOG�HPHUJHV��7KURXJK�SUDF-

WLFHV�RI�EUDQGLQJ�DQG�DFFRXQWLQJ��FRZV�DUH�GLVVRFLDWHG�RU�DOLHQDWHG�
IURP�WKHLU�OLIH�ZRUOG��VHH�&DOORQ��������(QFORVHG�LQ�HVWDQFLDV�VXU-
URXQGHG�E\�EDUEHG�ZLUH��WKH\�FDQQRW�HVFDSH��7KH\�KDYH�QHLWKHU�KLV-
WRULHV�QRU�QDPHV3ފ��XULHGދ�WKURXJK�RSHUDWLRQV�RI�DVVHVVPHQW��7VLQJ�
�������WKH\�DUH�LQFUHDVLQJO\�SHUIRUPHG�DV�QDQFLDO�DVVHWV��$V�WKH�F-
WLWLRXV�ORFDO�FXUUHQF\ށ��WKH�R[�GROODUށ��LFRQLFDOO\�GHPRQVWUDWHV��WKH\�
DUH�XVHG�WR�JXDUDQWHH�IDUPHUVއ�LQYHVWPHQWV�DQG�WR�SURGXFH�QHZ�SURI-
LWV��WKXV�EHFRPLQJ�WKH�SLYRWDO�SRLQW�DURXQG�ZKLFK�FDSLWDO�DFFXPX-
ODWLRQ�UHYROYHV�
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