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THE FINANCIAL REFORMS OF THE CALIPH 
AL-MU C TADID (279-89/892-901) 

A H M A D A L - H A S A N 
University of Kuwait 

I N T R O D U C T I O N 

This study examines a historical phenomenon during the caliphate of 
a l -Mutadid bi-llàh Ahmad b. Talha (r. 279-89/892-901), namely the 
rcmarkable fìnance-generating policies of his administration. When 
al-Mu'tadid succeeded to the caliphate, the State Treasury (bayt al-màl)] 

was virtually empty apart from some few dirhams, 2 on account of 
the circumstances faced by and the actions of his predecessor, caliph 
al-Mu tamid 'alà-llàh Ahmad b. al-Mutawakkil (r. 259-79/869-92). 
First, there had been the internai revolts, especially the Zanj rebellion, 
which lasted some fifteen years, from 255/868 to 270/883.3 Second, 
some of the major Islamic territories had seceded, notably Egypt and 
al-Sham, controlied by the Tulunids (254-92/868-96), 4 and Persia, 

1 l 'or details a b o u t baytal-màl, see ' A l i b . M u h a m m a d a l - M à w a r d l , al-Ahkàm 
di sultàniyyah wa-l-walàyat al-diniyyah (Ca i ro : D a r a l -F ikr , 197.3), 2 1 3 - 1 5 ; C I . 
( .a l ien , 'Bayt a l -màl ' , EI2 a r t . ( i . 1 1 3 1 - 7 ) ; K h a w l a h a l - D u j a y f l , Bayt al-màl 
(Baghdad: Wizàra t al -Awqàf, 1976) . 

I lilàl b . a l - M u h a s s i n , al-Sàbi, Tuhfat al-umara fi ta'rikh al-wuzara (Ca i ro : 
Dar Ihya' a l - K u t u b a l - ' A r a b i y y a h , 1958) , 13; M . A . Shaban, Islamic History: 
A New Interpretation, 750-1055/132-448 ( C a m b r i d g e : C a m b r i d g e U n i v e r s i t y 
l'ress, I 9 8 6 ) , I I 9. 

' M u h a m m a d b. Jar i r a l - T a b a r i , Ta'rikh al-rusul wa-l-muluk (Beirut : 
D a r S u w a y d a n , n . d . ) , i x . 410 f., 4 7 7 f., 504 {., 520 £., 5 7 7 , 633 ; Abù 1-Hasan 
A h b. al l l a s a n a i - M a s ' u d ì , Murùj al-dhahab (Beirut : D i r a l - M a ' r i f a , 1982) , 

iv. 194 f., 207 I. 

1 A l Mas 'udì , Mnriij, iv. 382 f. For details a b o u t the T u l u n i d s , see 
I I . A. R. ( i i b b , ' T u l u n i d s ' , EI1 a r t . ( v i i i . 8 3 4 - 6 ) ; Hasan Ibràh i n i H a s a n , 
i.inkh al Isiàm, (Beirut : Dar Ihya' al -Turàth, 1964), i i i . 126 f. 

" ' l ' I l i - Al l l l l i . i (. l.) h iUr .h r , I l .y Oslor . l I l i u v i ' i M t y l'i,-,s o l i l . r lu l l ni l l,r ( K I , „ ,1 ( m i re lo, W.uni, 

Studili,. Al i r idi l i ' , r rsr rvr i l . l'or IVrinissicins, plrasc r iun i i : |uuni.ikprninsM<>nsW<>xliu'il|<>iini.ikoi>; 
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t r a d i t i o n s , re l ig ious ideas and the n e w ideas c o m i n g f r o m the West. T h i s is a very 
valuable c o n t r i b u t i o n t o the h i s tory of inte l lec tual contacts between the 
O t t o m a n s and the early m o d e m West and offers i n t r i g u i n g glimpses of 
M u s l i m perceptions o f the p o l i t i c a i and technologica l rise o f Western -Europe. 
I t covers a n a lmost ent ire ly neglected area i n the h i s tory o f Is lamic science and 
should also be of great interest to those p r i m a r i l y concerned w i t h a s t r o n o m y i n 
the West. 

Sonja Brentjes, i n a b r i l l i a n t art icle t h a t deserves t o be read by every h i s t o r i a n 
of Is lamic science, describes h o w Western authors have shaped the image of 
the b a r b a r i a n T u r k a n d the cu l t iva ted Persian and l a i d the f o u n d a t i o n f o r 
persist ing trends i n the h i s t o r i o g r a p h y o f science. She presents a c o m p l e x analysis 
o f three case studies, contrasts the statements o f Western authors w i t h her 
o w n findings regarding O t t o m a n science, and points t o a n u m b e r o f reasons for 
the rise o f those images, w h i c h are c learly a d i s t o r t i o n of the rea l i ty o f science 
i n the early m o d e m Is lamic w o r l d . 

By and large, th is is a fasc inat ing c o l l e c t i o n o f articles, some o f w h i c h are t r u l y 
excellent and very readable. T h e y explore n e w areas and m a t e r i a l and appeal to 
a larger audience, whereas others w i l l be read o n l y by those interested i n the 
specific subject. I n par t icular , the t w o articles o n Gal i leo m i g h t have been better 
publ i shed i n a j o u r n a l or a v o l u m e dedicated t o this author . H i s t o r i a n s of science 
should a p p l a u d the fact t h a t this v o l u m e combines articles on b o t h C h r i s t i a n 
and Is lamic r e l i g i o n a n d science. T h i s has become c o m m o n i n medieva l studies, 
b u t publ i ca t ions o n later centuries t o o o f ten focus on one c u l t u r a l m i l i e u . 
Regrettably, the t h i r d r e l i g i o n o n the European c o n t i n e n t , Juda ism, has been 
a lmost comple te ly le f t o u t . F u r t h e r m o r e , the articles i n this v o l u m e are largely 
self-contained and d o n o t connect w i t h each other's ideas. Some o f the articles i n 
the section o n L u t h e r a n i s m compare Luther ' s i m p a c t w i t h tha t o f M e l a n c h t h o n , 
and L u t h e r a n i s m w i t h C a l v i n i s m and other rel igious trends of t h a t t i m e , yet the 
o p p o r t u n i t y f o r a p r o f o u n d compara t ive perspective, i n p a r t i c u l a r between 
C h r i s t i a n i t y and I s l a m , is missed. O n l y the t w o articles o n Is lamic h i s tory of 
science c o m b i n e aspeets o f East and West i n an interest ing way . 

The var iety o f topics , h i s tor ica l and c u l t u r a l contexts , and analyt ica l 
perspectives, w o u l d have required an a m b i t i o u s and o r i g i n a i f r a m e w o r k 
t o h o l d these pieces together i n a single, coherent h o o k . U n f o r t u n a t e l y , the 
f r a m e w o r k as expressed i n the t i t l e remains w e a k and inconsistent . The authors 
offer interest ing insights i n t o relat ions between r e l i g i o n and science, yet the 
quest ion o f h u m a n values a n d rel igious values i n par t icular , is a lmost n o w h e r e 
addressed i n any d e p t h . M o s t authors dismiss the n o t i o n o f an i m m e d i a t e i m p a c t 
o f r e l i g i o n — i n the sense of a set o f d o c t r i n e s — o n scientific developments 
(as proposed by Weber) as t o o general , or they do n o t raise such questions i n 
the first place. 

John N o r t h ' s article m i g h t have served the purpose o f def ining the general scope 
of the b o o k . Yet, unl ike most other articles, i t offers o n l y rather kaleidoscopic 
glimpses i n t o various examples of transmission o f science. O v e r the past t w e n t y 
years a number of great scholars (e.g. T h o m a s G l i c k w i t h his comparat ive study on 
Islamic and Chr i s t ian Spain) have dealt w i t h intel lectual exchanges between the 
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different rel igious groups i n the M i d d l e Ages and i n early m o d e m times, but their 
research has been completely ignored i n this article. 

Finally, there are several technical shorteomings that should p r o b a b l y be blamed 
o n the publisher. The p r o d u c t i o n of the text is rather unsat isfactory—the 
articles are n o t careful ly edited a n d conta in a n u m b e r of typos and syntactic 
lapses. A l s o , readers interested i n m o r e t h a n one article w o u l d have been helped by 
an index . 

Anna Akasoy 
Warburg Institute 
E-mail: Anna.Akasoy@sas.ac.uk 
doi:10.1093/jis/etl054 

Neue kritische Gange: Zu Stand und Aufgaben der Sufikforschung/New 
Criticai Essays: on the Present State and Future Tasks of the Study 
of Sufism 

B Y BERND R A D T K E (Utrecht: M . Th. Houtsma Stichting, 2005), 
330 pp. Price PB Not given. ISBN 90-801040-6-X. 

This c o m p a c t b o o k contains a c o l l e c t i o n o f five essays m o s t l y w r i t t e n i n G e r m a n 
by the Utrecht-based Is lamicist Bernd Radtke at d i f fe rent m o m e n t s d u r i n g the 
past t w e n t y years. O r i g i n a l l y meant f o r separate p u b l i c a t i o n , the essays address a 
wide range of d i f fe rent subjects l i n k e d , as the t i t l e suggests, by the c o m m o n 
purpose o f c r i t i c a l l y assessing the q u a l i t y o f recent scholarship i n the field o f 
Islamic Studies i n general and the study of Sufism i n par t icular . I n a self-
consciously p r o v o c a t i v e manner, R a d t k e b l u n t l y denounces w h a t he sees as the 
deplorable state o f c o n t e m p o r a r y scholarship, especially a m o n g the younger 
generation o f Islamicists . I n m a n y regards a representative o f the o l d G e r m a n 
school, Radtke m a i n l y crit icizes the lack o f precis ion i n t r a n s l a t i n g mediaeval 
Arabie and Persian Sufi texts and the a d o p t i o n o f false premises w h i c h , as he sees 
it (essays 2 and 3) , result in the inevi table fa i lure t o analyse and interpret the texts 
correctly. T h i s c r i t i c i s m extends t o m o r e general theoret ica l issues a n d , a m o n g 
other th ings , questions the v a l i d i t y o f an inte l lec tual a p p r o a c h — especially i n 
history and social a n t h r o p o l o g y a n d n o t a b l y i n A n g l o - S a x o n academia—based 
on the a p p l i c a t i o n o f m o d e m Western theories to ideas and concepts perceived as 
very remote b o t h i n t i m e and i n space. 

I n the first essay t i t l e d ' V o n der unertràglichen N e t t i g k e i t des Seins' ( A b o u t the 
unbearable kindness of Being, p p . 1 -25) , Radtke voices his c r i t i c a i concern w i t h 
regard to the w o r k o f the r e n o w n e d G e r m a n scholar A n n e m a r i e Schimmel . 
W r i t t e n on the occasion o f the a w a r d to Schimmel i n 1995 of the h i g h l y 
acclaimed G e r m a n Friedenspreis des Deutschen Buchhandels—one o f the 
country's highest recogni t ions f o r o u t s t a n d i n g inte l lec tual c o n t r i b u t i o n s i n 
the field o f h u m a n i t i e s — f o r the p r o m o t i o n o f a better unders tanding between 
the Western w o r l d and I s l a m , i t sparked a heated controversy i n G e r m a n y 
because of Schimmel's apparent ly suppor t ive stance (expressed s h o r t l y before the 
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of f i c ia i a w a r d ceremony headed by the G e r m a n president) o n the f a t w a issued by 
Iran's A y a t o l l a h K h o m e i n i against the I n d o - B r i t i s h a u t h o r Salman Rushdie . 

A f t e r d u l y defending Schimmel against the outrageously superf ic ial c r i t i c i s m 
voiced by the so-called l iberal-progressive elite ( i n c l u d i n g i n f l u e n t i a l w r i t e r s l ike 
Gùnter Grass), w h o accused her o f s y m p a t h i z i n g w i t h Is lamic fundamenta l i s t s 
and oppressive regimes i n the M i d d l e - E a s t , Radtke takes the o p p o r t u n i t y t o raise 
the i m p e r t i n e n t quest ion of w h a t indeed were the posi t ions held by Schimmel 
w i t h regard t o I s l a m , and h o w d i d she convey her unders tanding o f I s lam t o the 
w i d e r public? Radtke expresses unease w i t h the apparent ly exaggerated desire 
f o r ' h a r m o n y ' (Harmonis ie rungsbedi i r fn i s s , p . 5) t h a t underl ies Schimmel's 
o p i n i o n s and denounces the u n d e r l y i n g sent imental i ty . T h a t a p p r o a c h , however 
appeal ing t o M u s l i m s f rustrated by the p r e d o m i n a n t l y hosti le and biased 
perceptions of I s lam i n the West, o f ten proves d e t r i m e n t a l t o s o u n d , object ive 
scholarship and i n - d e p t h k n o w l e d g e of technical issues. 

A d m i t t e d l y , forbearance (not o n l y of the specialist scholar) is o f t e n taxed by 
the ' w e are a l i brothers a n d love each o ther ' invocat ions tha t permeate so many 
of Schimmel's w o r k s . T h e a t t r a c t i o n o f such invocat ions f o r cer ta in 'open-
m i n d e d , to lerant a n d h a l f - c u l t u r e d ' Westerners embarrassed by the bell igerent 
b a r k i n g of the i r p o l i t i c a i leaders and the demented propaganda c o m m o n i n 
the mass-media, a n d f o r cer ta in al ienated M u s l i m s under pressure t o stress the 
accommodat ive ' c o m p a t i b l e ' elements i n I s lam, cer ta inly does u n d e r m i n e 
the p o s i t i o n o f h o n o u r t o w h i c h Sch immel has been elevated. Yet , one should 
n o t lose sight o f Schimmel's e x t r a o r d i n a r y i n t u i t i v e capacity t o par t i c ipate i n the 
subtle nature o f M u s l i m t h o u g h t a n d i m a g i n a t i o n that characterizes, for instance, 
the m a n i f o l d poetic compos i t ions so t y p i c a l n o t o n l y o f the Islamic w o r l d 
( for w h i c h she has been r i g h t l y appreciated i n many Eastern countries) b u t o f 
t r a d i t i o n a l h u m a n i t y i n genetal . 

The second a n d by far the longest art ic le o f the b o o k (pp . 2 7 - 2 0 1 ) consists o f 
an exhaustive compara t ive t rans lat ion-cum-analys is o f a w e l l - k n o w n treatise by 
the famous mediaeval Sufi shaykh I b n a l - ' A r a b i , t i t l e d Risàlat al-anwàr fi ma 
yumnah sàhib al-khalwa min al-asràr. Based o n analysis o f ten d i f ferent versions 
of this A r a b i e t e x t ( i n c l u d i n g ancient manuscr ipts and m o r e recent p r i n t e d 
edi t ions) , Radtke's p h i l o l o g i c a l study, i n the best t r a d i t i o n o f G e r m a n 
O r i e n t a l i s m , first reproduces the t e x t i n t r a n s l i t e r a t i o n , t h a n care fu l ly proposes 
his o w n t r a n s l a t i o n , i m m e d i a t e l y f o l l o w e d by its Engl ish t r a n s l a t i o n by John 
O ' K a n e . These are then pa ins tak ingly c o m p a r e d against the Engl ish t r a n s l a t i o n , 
passage by passage, o f the sanie t e x t by Rabia Terry H a r r i s i n her Journey to the 
Lord of Power (1981) , its G e r m a n render ing by Franz L a n g m a y r , M i c h e l 
Chodkiewicz ' s French t r a n s l a t i o n t i t l e d La doublé écbelle, a n d , finally, M i g u e l 
A s i n Palacio's dated Spanish version o f the same t e x t publ i shed i n 1 9 3 1 . I t points 
t o the p a r t i c u l a r p h i l o l o g i c a l and analyt ica l shorteomings i n H a r r i s ' render ing , 
shorteomings worsened by the translator 's fa i lure t o go back t o the relevant 
o r i g i n a i sources. W h i l e this detai led c r i t i q u e is i n most cases t o the p o i n t , 
especially f r o m a s tr ic t ly l inguist ic p o i n t o f v iew, after reading a few dozen pages 
of i t I cannot help w o n d e r i n g w h a t the purpose of the exercise really is. One is 
b o u n d to share a certain perplexi ty , even dismay, at some of the lax stylistic 
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render ing and choice o f t e r m i n o l o g y , b u t also t o ask w h a t the overa l l goal o f 
academic scholarship is. D o w e real ly get any closer t o a m o r e f a i t h f u l 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f I b n a l - 'Arabl ' s c o m p l e x doctrines i f we c o m p l a i n a b o u t 
render ing the t e r m al-Haqq as ' T r u t h ' rather t h a n ref lect ing the n o t i o n o f this 
being a D i v i n e name by t r a n s l a t i n g i t as ' G o d ' (pp . 53 , 56)? 

The t h i r d essay, 'Utrechter Elegie ' , is again m a i n l y p h i l o l o g i c a l , but here the 
o r i g i n a i texts examined are chief ly taken f r o m the Persian t r a d i t i o n deal ing w i t h 
aspeets o f C e n t r a l Asian Sufism. A g a i n , Radtke examines i n great deta i l the 
q u a l i t y o f the translat ions and c o m m e n t a r y i n Engl i sh , G e r m a n and Russian 
p r o v i d e d by five younger c o n t e m p o r a r y scholars i n their c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o the 
t h i r d v o l u m e o f the series Muslim Culture in Russia and Central Asia (2000) , 
c o n t a i n i n g studies o n A r a b i e , Persian and T u r k i c manuscr ipts f r o m the fifteenth 
t o n ineteenth centuries. F o l l o w i n g the pat tern o f the previous essay, Radtke 
proceeds t o compare (par t ia l ly ) the w o r k p r o d u c e d by those scholars w i t h his 
o w n suggestions. H e concludes t h a t none o f t h e m possesses the l inguis t ic and 
p h i l o l o g i c a l skil ls required t o edi t such texts , even c o n d e m n i n g one o f the 
c o n t r i b u t i o n s (an interest ing treatise by the f o u r t e e n t h - f i f t e e n t h century 
N a q s h b a n d i shaykh M u h a m m a d Parsa o n the i m p o r t a n c e o f the dhikr) as 
'deserving t o be t h r o w n i n the wastebasket ' (die vorl iegende [ i ibersetzung] hàtte 
i n den p a p i e r k o r b gehòrt , p . 205) a n d c a l l i n g its a u t h o r a ' p h i l o l o g i c a l robber ' 
(phi lo logischer ràuber) . 

T h e f o u r t h essay (pp . 2 5 1 - 9 2 ) , ' V o n den h inder l i chen W i r k u n g e n der Extase 
u n d dem Wesen der I g n o r a n z ' (The effeets o f ecstasy and the nature o f 
ignorance) , is the most personal o f the essays and tries to e x p l a i n the author 's 
doubts a b o u t the v a l i d i t y o f a p p l y i n g M a x Weber's theories t o the unders tanding 
of mediaeval Sufism. O n the basis o f analysis o f t w o articles by Chr i s topher 
M e l c h e r t ( 'The t r a n s i t i o n f r o m asceticism to m y s t i c i s m at the m i d d l e of the n i n t h 
century C E , ' i n Der Islam, 1996) a n d the famous Islam Observed by Geertz, 
Radtke po ints o u t some o f the 'essential mis judgements ' peculiar t o 'social 
anthropolog is t s [the f o r m e r ] and his tor ians [the la t ter ] a l i k e ' . I n the l i g h t o f w h a t 
he defines as 'unclean m e t h o d o l o g i c a l |i.e. p h i l o l o g i c a l ] analysis o f the mater ia l 
e x a m i n e d ' and the indiscr iminate a p p l i c a t i o n o f 'pre-def ined theories ' (p . 2 5 3 ) , 
Radtke then denies to the perpetrators o f such m i s j u d g e m e n t s — a m o n g t h e m he 
includes also scholars l ike Ernest Gel lner and Dale E i c k e l m a n n — t h e r i g h t to 
cr i t ic ize the nai'veté o f a t t i tude al leged o f the Or ienta l i s t s . I n the conc lus ion o f 
this ar t ic le , Radtke pays t r i b u t e t o his f r i e n d and teacher Fr i tz Meier , the 
r e n o w n e d Islamicist based i n Basle, a n d defines h imsel f as a realist i n the sensc 
intended by the anthroposophis t R u d o l f Steiner, whose teachings, i t turns o u t , 
const i tute one o f Radtke's m a j o r sources o f i n s p i r a t i o n . 

The fifth and last essay (pp . 2 9 2 - 3 0 2 ) , the o n l y one w r i t t e n entirely i n Engl ish , 
revisits the p o s i t i o n he ld i n an ar t ic le ( 'Neo-Sufism Reconsidered' , Der Islam, 70 
(1993) , p p . 5 2 - 8 7 ) w r i t t e n by R a d t k e w i t h Sean O'Fahey. I n i t the t w o authors 
analyse a n d u l t i m a t e l y reject the label o f neo-Sufism (i.e. f r o m the eighteenth 
century o n w a r d s ) attached by some scholars t o some recent phenomena i n 
Sufism. T h i s short art ic le contains an exhaustive and useful l ist o f recent 
publ i ca t ions addressing the t o p i c ( i n c l u d i n g those o f Radtke himsel f ) and leads 
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h i m t o conclude the v a l i d i t y o f 'Neo-Suf i sm Reconsidered' and r e a f f i r m its basic 
po in ts , here re-presented i n nine m a j o r p o i n t s . The points are: re ject ion o f 
p o p u l a r practices, re ject ion o f the d o c t r i n e o f wahdat al-wujùd, emphasis o n 
m o r a l and social t r a i n i n g , u n i o n w i t h the sp i r i t o f the Prophet , l e g i t i m a t i o n o f the 
order's founder , c rea t ion o f mass organiza t ions , renewed emphasis o n h a d i t h 
studies, re ject ion o f taqlìd, the w i l l t o talee p o l i t i c a i and m i l i t a r y measures in 
defence o f I s l a m . 

T o conc lude , th is is n o d o u b t a s o l i d piece o f precise p h i l o l o g i c a l w o r k , rare 
these days, i n w h i c h the a u t h o r impressively juxtaposes his o w n t h o r o u g h 
analyt i c procedure against the m e t h o d a n d approach o f o ther c o n t e m p o r a r y 
scholars. T h o u g h his c r i t i c i s m is w e l l - g r o u n d e d and of ten a p p r o p r i a t e , there 
cannot and s h o u l d n o t be any hegemony o f one m e t h o d and approach over 
others. One s h o u l d r e m a i n open t o d i f f e r e n t approaches and l o o k f o r the f r u i t f u l 
c o n t r i b u t i o n s o f each t o a c o m p l e x pic ture o f an even m o r e c o m p l e x real i ty. 
F ina l ly , I a m b o u n d t o note , by the by, typos w h i c h , t h o u g h n o t very serious and 
consequential in themselves and most p r o b a b l y not a t t r i b u t a b l e to the a u t h o r 
himsel f , must be someth ing o f a n embarrassment i n v i e w o f the pedantic 
precision advocated by the a u t h o r and made the centrai theme o f an ent ire h o o k . 

Thomas Dahnhardt 
Oxford Centre for Islamic Studies 
E-mail: thomasda@unive.it 
doi:10.1093/jis/etl055 

Los Almohades: Problemas y Perspectivas 
E D I T E D BY PATRICE CRESSIER, M A R I B E L FIERRO A N D L U I S M O L I N A . 

(Madrid: Consejo Superior de Investigaciones Cientificas, 2005), 
2 vols. l i , 1230 pp. Price €69.00. ISBN 84-0008395-4. 

O f the nine-centuries l o n g h is tory o f M u s l i m presence i n the Iber ian peninsula 
( 7 1 1 - 1 6 1 4 ) , i t is n o t surpr is ing t h a t cer ta in periods a t t rac t m o r e a t ten t ion 
t h a n others . W e w a n t t o k n o w a b o u t the i n i t i a l conquest o f 7 1 1 , the great days o f 
the emirate/cal iphate o f C o r d o v a , and h o w the story ended—the circumstances 
under w h i c h the p o l i t i c a i independence o f a l - A n d a l u s carne t o be lost i n 1492. 
The in tervening f o u r and a hal f centuries m a y be less f a m i l i a r , and yet the per iod 
o f the A l m o h a d s ( a p p r o x i m a t e l y m i d - t w e l f t h t o m i d - t h i r t e e n t h c e n t u r y ) , the 
subject o f these volumes , is cer ta inly n o t lack ing i n intr ins ic interest , and o l 
i m p o r t a n c e i n the h is tory o f Is lam and i n t h a t o f Western Europe . A l - A n d a l u s 
d u r i n g this p e r i o d was firmly integrated i n t o a N o r t h A f r i c a n state ruled by 
Berbers. C o m p a r e d w i t h the earlier per iods , f o r w h i c h o u r sources are f r a n k l y 
poor , sources o n the A l m o h a d s are q u i t e g o o d . Yet i t was o n l y i n the second hal l 
o f the t w e n t i e t h century ( w i t h the w o r k o f H u i c i M i r a n d a and others) , that 
serious progress was made i n disentangl ing the complex i t i es o f th is most 
id iosyncrat ic p o l i t y . T h e need t o understand the i n t e r l o c k i n g o f N o r t h A f r i c a n 
w i t h Iber ian phenomena presents special challenges. Between 2 0 0 0 and 2002 
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a seminar at the Casa de Velàzquez i n M a d r i d under the t i t l e o f 'The A l m o h a d s : 
prob lems and perspectives' b r o u g h t together m a n y o f the leading experts i n 
this field. T h e Casa de Velàzquez is the residence i n the Univers i ty o f M a d r i d 
f o r scholars f r o m French universit ies , and the w o r k is a m o n u m e n t t o F r a n c o -
Spanish inte l lectual c o l l a b o r a t i o n : 18 papers i n Spanish, 17 i n French, p lus t w o 
i n Engl ish f r o m the US, and one i n A r a b i e by a colleague f r o m M o r o c c o , 
f o l l o w i n g a succinct 'Presentat ion ' by the edi tors (38 p p . i n Spanish), w h i c h 
d r a w s the var ious themes together. (Passages q u o t e d f r o m the non-Engl i sh papers 
have been t rans la tcd by the reviewer. ) 

There are r o u g h l y equal numbers o f papers i n the fields o f (a) archaeology, 
epigraphy, architecture e t c , (b) p o l i t i c a i a n d m i l i t a r y h is tory , a n d (c) p h i l o s o p h y 
and theology. Were the editors wise t o inc lude so m a n y detai led studies o n 
archi tec tura l or archaeological technicalities? T h a t the ir decision was just i f ied is 
w e l l i l lus t ra ted by Rafael Azuar ' s paper o n a p a r t i c u l a r feature o f A l m o h a d 
m i l i t a r y architecture—'False b o n d i n g (el falso despiece) i n m a s o n r y and cross-
arched v a u l t i n g ' ( p p . 123 -48 ) . T h a t sounds, and is, n a r r o w l y technical i n the 
extreme. H o w e v e r , by learning t h a t the ' m a s o n r y ' i n quest ion is (most ly) n o t 
stone at a l i b u t adobe w i t h lines superimposed o n i t t o give the l o o k o f careful ly 
jo in ted s t o n e w o r k , the reader grasps very direct ly the sheer urgency o f Abù Yùsuf 
Y a ' q ù b a l -Mansùr ' s e n o r m o u s p r o g r a m m e o f f r o n t i e r castles a n d for t i f i ca t ions . 
( T h a t the w a l l s were s t r u c t u r a l l y sound a l i the same is evident f r o m photographs 
s h o w i n g t h e m , after m o r e t h a n eight centuries o f relative neglect, s t i l i s tanding! ) 

A m o n g other papers i n this sect ion, a l i o f h i g h q u a l i t y , I w i l l m e n t i o n o n l y 
'Texti les o f the A l m o h a d p e r i o d ' by Cr is t ina Partearroyo. O n e w o u l d have 
t h o u g h t m a t e r i a l so re lat ively fragi le w o u l d n o t have surv ived i n a state t o p e r m i t 
deta i led analysis. H o w e v e r , Partearroyo's professional persistence enables her t o 
present a very complete survey. T h e sensational defeat o f the A l m o h a d s at las 
Navas de Tolosa (a l -Tqàb) i n 609/1212 meant tha t the captured banners were 
care fu l ly preserved as t rophies i n the chapel o f the r o y a l monastery o f Las 
Huelgas (Burgos) . O t h e r interest ing specimens come f r o m the co l lec t ion o f the 
I n s t i t u t o de Valencia de D o n Juan, a n d churches over the n o r t h o f Spain supply 
specimens o f A l m o h a d l u x u r y silks acquired by w e a l t h y prelates, some o f the 
finest c ra f t smanship avai lable at the t i m e . Perhaps most s t r i k i n g are the 
decorat ive elements f r o m the ornate ceremonia l vestments o f the r e n o w n e d 
archbishop R o d r i g o X i m é n e z de Rada (author, inter alia, o f a Historia Arabum). 

T h e quest ion o f their Berber heritage and its i m p a c t must figure somewhere i n 
studies o f the A l m o h a d s . Cons tant H a m é s contr ibutes 'The A l m o h a d dynastic 
p o w e r : between Berber, A r a b a n d Is lamic f a m i l y s tructures ' ( p p . 4 2 5 - 5 0 ) . 
M a n u e l a M a r i n i n 'The A l m o h a d C a l i p h , an act ive and a beneficent 
presence ' (pp. 4 5 1 - 7 6 ) shows h o w ' i n t e r v e n t i o n i s t ' ( to use a m o d e m t e r m ) 
these A l m o h a d rulers w e r e — s u r p r i s i n g l y ready to take u p cudgels o n behalf o f 
the i r subjects i n detai led cases o f m a l a d m i n i s t r a t i o n etc. 

H i s h a m al - 'AUaoui ' s 'The A l m o h a d Chancery ' ( p p . 4 7 7 - 5 0 3 , w i t h Pascal 
Burési) shows t h a t the decisions sent t h r o u g h the chancery t o commanders i n the 
field were very m u c h those o f the c a l i p h at the centre—he alone, f o r example , 
c o u l d c o m m i t t roops t o bat t le . I n a state spread over vast distances w i t h l i m i t e d 
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