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Το Αρχαιολογικό Έργο Κρήτης είναι πλέον θεσμός. Ένας θεσμός, ο οποίος 
στις σημερινές εξαιρετικά δύσκολες και αντίξοες συνθήκες έχει τη δύναμη 
να δημιουργεί ελπίδες και προσδοκίες. Η εντυπωσιακή αύξηση του αριθμού 
των συμμετεχόντων στην τρίτη συνάντηση το 2013 το αποδεικνύει πέρα από 
κάθε αμφιβολία.   

Ο μεγάλος αριθμός των ανακοινώσεων (περισσότερες από 120) προκάλεσε 
νέες ανάγκες, αλλά και προκλήσεις, κυρίως επειδή η δημοσίευση των δύο 
πλέον τόμων του ΑΕΚ 3 έγινε με πολύ λιγότερα οικονομικά μέσα. Οι συγ-
γραφείς έδειξαν συνέπεια και υπομονή, όλοι όσοι συνέβαλαν στην έκδοση 
αφοσίωση, επιμονή και αυταπάρνηση. Τους ευχαριστούμε όλους θερμά.

Για την επιτυχή ολοκλήρωση της έκδοσης καθοριστική υπήρξε η συμβολή 
της συναδέλφου Νικολέττας Πύρρου, η οποία είχε μεταξύ άλλων επωμισθεί 
το χρονοβόρο έργο της επικοινωνίας με τους συγγραφείς και τον συντονι-
σμό σε όλα τα στάδια του στησίματος της έντυπης μορφής των πρακτικών. 
Χωρίς την πολύτιμη εμπειρία της και τον χρόνο που αφιέρωσε τίποτα δεν θα 
είχε ολοκληρωθεί εγκαίρως. Για όλα αυτά την ευχαριστούμε από καρδιάς. 
Θερμές ευχαριστίες οφείλουμε και στη συνάδελφο Πετρούλα Βαρθαλίτου για 
την πάσης φύσεως υποστήριξη και τη βοήθεια που μας παρείχε, καθώς και 
στον Κωστή Ψυχογυιό, υπεύθυνο για τη φιλολογική επιμέλεια και τη σελιδο-
ποίηση, κυρίως για την αντοχή και ευελιξία, αλλά και για τη συνέπεια που 
επέδειξε στη διαρκή μάχη με τις προθεσμίες.

Κατά την επιμέλεια των πρακτικών καταβλήθηκε προσπάθεια να υπάρξει 
εκτός των άλλων και σχετική ομοιομορφία στην ορολογία, καθώς και στη 
χρήση φιλολογικών και ορθογραφικών κανόνων, στόχος ο οποίος δεν επε-
τεύχθη τελείως. Προκειμένου ωστόσο να δημοσιοποιηθούν έγκαιρα τα απο-
τελέσματα των πρόσφατων αρχαιολογικών ερευνών, αξία στην οποία άλλωστε 
στηρίζεται ο θεσμός του Αρχαιολογικού Έργου Κρήτης, επιλέξαμε να προχω-
ρήσουμε χωρίς άλλη καθυστέρηση στην εκτύπωση, αποδεχόμενες τις εκφρα-
σμένες διαφοροποιήσεις των συγγραφέων σε ζητήματα επιστημολογικά (λ.χ. 
ονομασία περιόδων) ή και φιλολογικά. 

Τεχνικοί και πρακτικοί λόγοι οδήγησαν στην απόφαση οι ανακοινώσεις 
να χωριστούν σε δύο τόμους, έναν πρώτο, ο οποίος περιλαμβάνει τις γενικού 
χαρακτήρα ομιλίες και το έργο που συντελέστηκε στην περιφερειακή ενότητα 
Ηρακλείου, και έναν δεύτερο, στον οποίο παρουσιάζεται το έργο στις περιφε-
ρειακές ενότητες Χανίων, Ρεθύμνου και Λασιθίου. 
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Το κόστος για τη φιλολογική επιμέλεια και τον τυπογραφικό σχεδιασμό 
των δύο τόμων, καθώς και για την εκτύπωση του Α′ τόμου, ανέλαβε το Υπουρ-
γείο Πολιτισμού, ενώ το κόστος για την εκτύπωση του Β′ τόμου η Φιλοσοφική 
Σχολή του Πανεπιστημίου Κρήτης με χρηματοδότηση από το Κληροδότημα 
Ιωάννας Σφακιανάκη, χάρη στη θετική εισήγηση της κοσμήτορος, καθηγή-
τριας Λουκίας Αθανασάκη, και της Επιτροπής Εκδόσεων της Φιλοσοφικής 
Σχολής. Εκφράζουμε και από αυτή τη θέση τις θερμές ευχαριστίες μας, διότι 
χωρίς την οικονομική υποστήριξη των δύο φορέων δεν θα είχε σταθεί δυνατή 
η έκδοση των πρακτικών.

Κλείνουμε με την ευχή η τέταρτη συνάντηση για το Αρχαιολογικό Έργο 
στην Κρήτη να γίνει κάτω από ευνοϊκότερες συνθήκες, κυρίως για τους νέους 
αρχαιολόγους, αρχιτέκτονες και συντηρητές, οι οποίοι, συχνά πλέον σε καθε-
στώς υποαπασχόλησης και ανεργίας, υφίστανται πιο έντονα τις συνέπειες της 
κρίσης, αλλά και για τους πιο ώριμους, οι οποίοι δεν έχουν απολέσει την όρεξη 
για έρευνα και δημιουργία και, πάνω απ’ όλα, την αγάπη για τις αρχαιό τητες.

Οι επιμελήτριες των πρακτικών

Παυλίνα Καραναστάση   Αναστασία Τζιγκουνάκη   Χριστίνα Τσιγωνάκη 
     

                            Ρέθυμνο, Νοέμβριος 2015
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2006. Χανιά: Φιλολογικός Σύλλογος «Ο Χρυσόστομος», 2010-2011 = Proceed-
ings of the 10th International Cretological Congress, Chania, 1-8 October 
2006. Chania: “Chrysostomos” Literary Society, 2010-2011.

ΙΑ′ Κρητολογικό = 11th Cretological Congress : 
Πεπραγμένα του ΙΑ′ Διεθνούς Κρητολογικού Συνεδρίου, Ρέθυμνο, 21-27 Οκτω-
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June 2007. Monographs of the Danish Institute at Athens 11, 1-2. Athens: 
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LRCW 3 : 
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Ελεύθερνα: Πόλη – Ακρόπολη – Νεκρόπολη 
= Eleutherna: Polis, Acropolis, Necropolis : 

Ν. Χρ. Σταμπολίδης (επιμ.), 2004. Ελεύθερνα. Πόλη – Ακρόπολη – Νεκρόπολη. 
Κατάλογος Έκθεσης στο Μουσείο Κυκλαδικής Τέχνης του Ιδρύματος Ν. Π. 
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εργο των φορεων τοΥ ΥΠ.Πο.α. 
Και τοΥ ΠανεΠιστημιοΥ Κρητησ

LoCAL sErviCEs’ And thE 
univErsity of CrEtE’s 

Work



ΠεριφερειαΚη ενοτητα ηραΚλειοΥ

rEgionAL unit of hErAkLion





thE ArChAEoLogiCAL ACtivitiEs of thE univErsitiEs 

of CAtAniA And vEniCE in PhAistos And AyiA triAdA

(2011 - 2013)

†vinCEnzo LA rosA, fiLiPPo CArinCi & PiEtro MiLitELLo

The years 2011-2013 have marked a turning point in the archaeological 
activities of the Universities of Catania and Venice. In 2012 the program of 
investigations and soundings in Ayia Triada, started in 1977 under the direc-
tion of Vincenzo La Rosa, has been completed. In fact, after a series of excava-
tion campaigns lasting from 1977 to 1999, minor soundings have been carried 
on in the years 2006-2012, together with the complete survey of the area and 
the digitization of the whole plan of the site, with the aim of a complete publi-
cation of the site.

Since 2013 a new project has started in Phaistos, lead by Filippo Carinci 
(University of Venice) and Pietro Militello (University of Catania). The project 
“Around the Palace: central authority and outlying areas”, aims at understand-
ing the relation between central building and outlying areas in Phaistos in the 
Palatial periods. In this way, it fills a gap in the existing studies, concentrating 
either on the palace (e.g. Carinci 2006; Carinci 2011; Militello 2012) or on the 
houses (e.g. Caloi 2013), with little attention paid to the reconstruction of the 
role of areas (courts, roads, ritual areas) and “houses” in the neighbourhood 
of the court centred building. In 2013, while the University of Venice concen-
trated on the southern areas, the University of Catania (international course in 
archaeology) focused on the North-Eastern Complex (Vani 101-104, XLI-XLIV). 

1. The conclusion of the works in Ayia Triada: 2011-2012
The goal of a publication including all the excavations in Ayia Triada has 

suggested to carry on only minor soundings in the last year. The 2011 cam-
paign has concerned the area to the South of the so called “Casa a Nord-Ovest 
del c.d. Bastione” (Houses to the NW of the Bastion), in order to complete an 
investigation started in 2006 (La Rosa 2006). The 2012 campaign, instead, has 
re-examined the “Casa del Lebete” (House of the Cauldron), in order to com-
plete the project started in 2009 in the nearby “Casa delle sfere fittili” (House 
of the Loomweights) (La Rosa 2009).

The most interesting result of 2011 is represented by the identification, to 
the West of the so-called “Bastione”, of a new MM II large dwelling group, whose 
existence was until now suggested only by the Trivani (three-rooms house) to 
the North of the Villa. The MM II urban structure was organized according to, 
at least, three terraces. The occupation phases do not stop with the seismic 
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event of 1700 b.C., but present an immediate response to it, corresponding to 
the Phase of the shrines in Phaistos (final MM IIB). 

The campaign has also allowed a better phasing of the “Casa a Nord-Ovest 
del c.d. Bastione” (fig. 1). A working hypothesis has been put forward, to date 
them to MM IIIA, due to their immediate overlying final MM IIB layers, and 
their alignment with other MM IIIA building of the site. The houses could have 
been abandoned after the earthquake of the end of MM IIIA.

The 2012 campaign in the “Casa del Lebete” has given new data especially 
for the trapezoidal room number 9 of the house, at the western end of the 
building (fig. 2). The main results can be summarized as follows:

• The construction of the house can be fixed thanks to its been linked 
with the great urban refurbishing of the site with the construction of 
the “Muraglione a denti” (indented wall), and of huge foundations of 
loose stones for the building of new houses. The material from that 
fillings gives a terminus ad quem at the beginning of LM IB.

• The house, burnt down by a fire in LM IB final, knew many phases. 
Rooms 7 and 8 were added in a second moment, and room 9 was added 
later. 

• The facing of the southern wall of corridor 1 and a refurbishing of the 
same corridor should attest a partial reoccupation of the house after 
the destruction of the Villa (post-Villam).

• As far as Room 9 is concerned, it knew two phases. The earliest struc-
ture belongs to the “Casa del Lebete” and dates to LM IB. It has a 
strange plan trapezoidal plan, and a three level plastered floor. Its func-
tion remains still unknown. Halbherr suggested it was a storeroom for 
foodstuff. 

• In its final phase, dating to LM IIIA1, the room was refurbished with 
a facing of small blocks. The correspondence between its plan and 
the nearby (but chronologically subsequent) Shrine E, which partially 
destroyed its south west corner, is surprising. In this period Room 9 
could be more an open air precinct, than a roofed space.
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Fig. 1 :  Ayia Triada 2011. Area to the North West 
of the Villa, from the North.

Fig. 2 :  Ayia Triada 2012. Room 9 and Shrine E, 
from the West.



• Not much later the new trapezoidal structure E was built. Its dimen-
sions were twice Room 9, and its walls were thicker. Its east wall lays 
over the western wall of Room 7. The structure has been interpreted as 
a shrine, built in LM IIIA1 and abandoned at the beginning of LM IIIA2.

• The similarity in plan and the proximity of Room 8 and Shrine E, and 
its overlapping with Room 9 and Room 7, have lead us to suppose 
that Shrine E was functionally the follower of the last phase of use of 
Room 9. This should be, as a consequence, considered as an Ur-Shrine.

      (†Vincenzo La Rosa)

2. Phaistos. University of Catania excavations 2012-2013. The North 
Eastern Complex

The North-Eastern Complex (fig. 3), already excavated by Pernier at the 
beginning of the 20th century (Pernier 1935, 353-375, with preceding biblio-
graphy), was made by four groups of rooms, called “vani”, considered to be 
dated to both the Protopalatial and Neopalatial periods, and therefore labelled 
with both Roman numbers (used for Protopalatial rooms) and Arabic num-
bers (used for Neopalatial rooms). In Vano XL-101, and precisely in its room 8, 
the famous Phaistos Disk was found together with tablet PH 1 (Militello 2002, 
71). The “Vano” was therefore identified as an archive. The whole complex has 
recently been re-examined by Carinci & La Rosa (2009) and Girella (2010), who 
precised respectively the relative and absolute dating, and proposed a sequence 
of construction starting from the West to the East, from mature MM IIIA to 
LM IB. They did not tackle, however, with a functional analysis of the whole 
quarter, which has been carried on, instead, by Baldi (2012a; 2012b). Baldi 
proposed a slightly different phasing. In the first phase only rooms 101 and 102 
(first phase) existed, the first being an industrial installation for the processing 
of liquids, finding its comparisons with Zakros, Room XX of the Palace and 
Room 5 of House I. In the second phase Room 101 was abandoned, Room 102 
received its final shape, and Rooms 103 and 104 were added. Room 102 was 
now a pillar crypt for ritual performances, Room 103 was a hypostyle building 
as in Malia (Room IX, 1-20) and Zakros (Room XXVIII), with a Banquet hall in 
the first floor and kitchen in the ground floor; finally, Room 103 was the pantry 
serving the Hall. In the first phase, a lustral basin was perhaps built in Room 
102, while only some minor modifications were added in Rooms 102 and 103. 

Baldi’s hypotheses, however, were based on a survey of the today visible 
ruines, and many details were not clear due to contemporary layers of earth. 
Therefore, the University of Catania undertook in summer 2013 a cleaning of 
the area. Work focused mainly on Vano XL-101 (Building of the Disk), made by 
11 small rooms. Rooms 101-10/11 to the south resulted to be part of the later 
(Greek) house, while Room 101-9, resulted to be a working unroofed area, with 
a plastered basin. Being already excavated, its chronology could not be deter-
mined, but it was built after a preceding MM IB working area, to the North of 
a MM IB Protopalatial facing wall made partly by huge blocks partly by a cut 
in the slope, and reaching the area of the later Northern Quarter of the Palace. 
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The true Vano 101 was, therefore, constituted only by an eastern and 
northern wing, with a central “court” obtained through the cutting of the slope. 
The cleaning of Room 101-1, only excavated in its western part, and of the 
neighbouring area in the layers already excavated by Pernier allowed a more 
precise survey of the so-called Kaselles and revealed that they were provided 
with a fine white plaster on the floor, and with a system of drainage confirming 
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Fig. 3 :  Phaistos 2013. North-Eastern Complex. Plan with phasing 
(yellow: MM IIB/IIIA; blue: MM IIIA; red: Greek period).



Baldi’s hypothesis of them being used for the processing of liquids. The Per-
nier’s filling of Room 101-1 included almost exclusively MM III pottery, clearly 
coming from the same area (according to the way of acting of Pernier). Among 
this material a linear A tablet was found (fig. 4), which is the second adminis-
trative document from Vano 101 (with PH 1) and the third from MM III palace 
(with PH 3, Militello 2002). These data could confirm our former hypothesis 
that the processing of liquids was linked with textile production (Militello 2014) 
and put under the control of the palace.

Moreover, the remains of a preceding building have been detected, charac-
terized by a different alignment and by the use of large, undressed stones. It 
was reused by the Vano 101, and it caused many of the irregularities in the 
plan of Vano 101. This previous building was destroyed by an earthquake 
which caused the displacing of some walls and the collapse of some blocks, 
still in situ (fig. 5). Its foundations went inside layers of pottery debris and 
animal bones, dated to EM III/MM IA.

The sequence of the area seems to be as follows (fig. 6). 
1) In EM III/MM IA the area was used as a dump for (feasting?) activities 

performed on the top of the hill (see Todaro 2012). 
2) In MM IB the slope is reshaped through the cutting of the upper part of 

it and the partial facing by large blocks, probably delimitating the “palatial” 
area from the outside area. Immediately to the North of the wall an artisanal 
installation was built in Vano 101-9 (I phase). 

3) Between MM II and early MM III a large building was built, perhaps as 
an enlarged version of the industrial workshop. It extended also in the area of 
Room 102, and was destroyed by an earthquake. 

4) In mature MM IIIA the Vano 101 was built, whose life was very short. In 
the same period, the retaining wall for the still to be built Quartiere Nord was 
constructed. 

447

ACtivitiEs of thE univ. of CAtAniA And vEniCE in PhAistos And AyiA triAdA

Fig. 4 :  Phaistos 2013. North-Eastern Complex. 
Linear A Tablet.

Fig. 5 :  Phaistos 2013. North-Eastern Complex. 
Fallen blocks from the MM IIB/IIIA building 

(from the North).



Fig. 6 :  Phaistos 2013. Area of the Grotto M. Plan with phasing.

Minor work carried on in Rooms 101-3 and 4 revealed that the northern wall 
is in fact a long drainage system for the clearing of the “kitchen” of Room 103.

3. Phaistos – Area South of Court LXX: Between Protopalatial and 
Early Iron Age, University of Venice Activity in 2013

In order to clarify some issues and create the conditions for closer and more 
systematic exploration of the area to the South and South West of the Palace 
of Phaistos, it was decided to carry out a thorough cleaning (fig. 7) in the area 
that includes, among other things, the south western sector of the so-called 
Geometric Village, including several rooms and even outdoors, retrieved by 
Levi during the excavation campaigns of 1956, 1957 and 1958 (Levi 1957-58, 
255-283; Levi 1961-62, 377-378; Levi 1976, 421-447, 449-456, tav. AA). 

Other important investigations in areas immediately adjacent have been 
carried out more recently by V. La Rosa (La Rosa 2005). 

A noticeable fact in the whole area is the absence of traces related to the 
Neopalatial period and also to the later phases of the Bronze Age. This part of 
the hill was occupied again only at the beginning of the Iron Age. The bound-
ary of the so-called “Cave M” was just profiled and the area south east of it, 
referred to as “area N” or “Conca N”, was cleaned very carefully. 

The latter should match the original entrance for access to the Cave M, 
obstructed by a collapse, of which some parts are made visible. The west-
ern side, corresponding to the area of the collapse, and probably the original 
entrance, was blocked with a drywall, the upper part of which is still visible. 
The “Cave M” to be placed in MM IIB period, was restored, after the collapse of 
the natural rock ceiling, with a drywall construction, and maybe a built roof. 
It probably went out of use until the end of the period, perhaps coinciding 
with the partial destruction of the South East wing of the Palace. Not being 
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Fig. 7 :  Phaistos 2013. Area of the Grotto M. 
From the North-East.

Fig. 8 :  Phaistos 2013. Area of the Grotto M. 
MMII carinated cup.

able to proceed with the removal of the filling done by Levi at the end of his 
excavations, we tried to clarify the relationship of this cavity with adjacent 
Protopalatial structures, partly compromised by the construction of several 
buildings and, maybe, a paved ramp, all dating to the Early Iron Age.

In fact, “Cave M” is located along the southern limit of Court LXX, the lowest 
of the three outer Courts on the west side of the Palatial building. The cleaning 
in the area L, northeast of “Cave M”, brought to light the remains of a drainage 
channel, which has been cleaned up and contained MM IIB sherds (fig. 8). 
The channel was in connection with a thick wall, later concealed by a coating 
masonry, probably of the Geometric period. 

A cleaning of the upper part of the inner structure that emerged just to the 
north of the coating in relation to the surviving slabs of the pavement of Court 
LXX, appeared as part of a terrace wall, probably built to support the paved 
platform of Court LXX, and sharply cut off to the west by the excavation done 
in the Geometric period for the construction, at a lower level, of Room R3. The 
few fragments recovered can be dated between EM III and MM IA periods, and 
since they are associated with some MM IB fragments, the ceramic facies well 
suited to the laying of the paving, which coincides with the foundation of the 
Palatial building. 

On the basis of data collected by Doro Levi “Cave M”, placed on the outside 
of the terrace wall of Court LXX, and at a lower level, would probably be a 
modest cult place. It was located on the access path to Court LXX, a meeting 
point for those who attained the area of the Palace from the South (cf. Militello 
2012, 255-256) and in close proximity to a major house, also dated to the 
Protopalatial period, built immediately to the South of the Palace (Militello 
2012, 245).

A general survey of the area shows interesting elements, possibly connected 
to a large paved ramp of the Geometric period. The Ramp, of which a ter-
race wall on the south side is preserved, had obliterated “Cave M” and the 
surrounding area to join the space in front of the Geometric Room R3 and 
Room G, a building for craft activities, including a potter’s kiln, installed close 
to the south side of the ruins of the Minoan palace. 



A review of the levels will confirm this hypothesis, which finds some sup-
port in old photographs of the Levi’s excavations, where several slabs appear, 
that can be appropriate to a paved area, which appears to have been removed 
during Levi’s excavations. A more precise measurement of the structures was 
started, to make up for the gaps in the plans published by Levi, highlighting 
many elements, neglected by the former digger. In particular, the remains of 
the paved ramp and several collapses recorded as wall structures. 

The field work has allowed us to date more precisely some walls (fig. 6) and 
to re-examine some problems regarding the two main periods of occupation of 
the area.
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η αρχαιολογιΚη δραστηριοτητα των ΠανεΠιστημιων 

τησ Κατανιασ Και τησ Βενετιασ στη φαιστο 

Και την αγια τριαδα (2011-2013)
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Τα έτη 2011-2013 αποτέλεσαν ένα σημείο καμπής στις αρχαιολογικές δρα-
στηριότητες των Πανεπιστημίων της Κατάνιας και της Βενετίας. Πράγματι, στα 
2011-2012 το πρόγραμμα αρχαιολογικών ερευνών και γεωσκοπήσεων στην Αγία 
Τριάδα, το οποίο ξεκίνησε το 1977 υπό τη διεύθυνση του Vincenzo La Rosa, 
ολοκληρώθηκε με την εξέταση των Casa del Lebete και Casa a Nord-Ovest del 
Bastione. Από το 2013 και εξής ένα νέο πρόγραμμα έχει ξεκινήσει στη Φαιστό, 
που διευθύνεται από τους F. Carinci και P. Militello, με στόχο την κατανόηση 
της σχέσης μεταξύ του κεντρικού κτηρίου και της περιφέρειας της Φαιστού κατά 
τις ανακτορικές περιόδους. Με αυτόν τον στόχο κατά νου, το Βορειοανατολικό 
Συγκρότημα και η περιοχή του Grotto M διερευνήθηκαν το 2013.




