ResearchGate

See discussions, stats, and author profiles for this publication at:

Ecological Civilization: What's in It for Urban
Sustainability?

Research - June 2017

DOI: 10.13140/RG.2.2.24355.45602

CITATIONS READS
0 45

5 authors, including:

-
Universita Ca' Foscari Venezia @ Universita Ca' Foscari Venezia
2 PUBLICATIONS 0 CITATIONS 132 PUBLICATIONS 1,440 CITATIONS
SEE PROFILE SEE PROFILE
g \
. Natural Resources Institute Finland (Luke) ) Universita Ca' Foscari Venezia
9 PUBLICATIONS 7 CITATIONS 17 PUBLICATIONS 67 CITATIONS
SEE PROFILE SEE PROFILE

Some of the authors of this publication are also working on these related projects:

Project Evaluating Policies for Sustainable Energy Investments (EPSEI)

pojct  UICCA-Urban Impact of Climate Change in Africa International Conferences

All content following this page was uploaded by on 14 June 2017.

The user has requested enhancement of the downloaded file.


https://www.researchgate.net/publication/317583964_Ecological_Civilization_What%27s_in_It_for_Urban_Sustainability?enrichId=rgreq-808755d941a282782bad2f17d3c2463b-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzMxNzU4Mzk2NDtBUzo1MDUxNDUzOTk2MjM2ODBAMTQ5NzQ0NzQ1NjA3Nw%3D%3D&el=1_x_2&_esc=publicationCoverPdf
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/317583964_Ecological_Civilization_What%27s_in_It_for_Urban_Sustainability?enrichId=rgreq-808755d941a282782bad2f17d3c2463b-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzMxNzU4Mzk2NDtBUzo1MDUxNDUzOTk2MjM2ODBAMTQ5NzQ0NzQ1NjA3Nw%3D%3D&el=1_x_3&_esc=publicationCoverPdf
https://www.researchgate.net/project/Evaluating-Policies-for-Sustainable-Energy-Investments-EPSEI?enrichId=rgreq-808755d941a282782bad2f17d3c2463b-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzMxNzU4Mzk2NDtBUzo1MDUxNDUzOTk2MjM2ODBAMTQ5NzQ0NzQ1NjA3Nw%3D%3D&el=1_x_9&_esc=publicationCoverPdf
https://www.researchgate.net/project/UICCA-Urban-Impact-of-Climate-Change-in-Africa-International-Conferences?enrichId=rgreq-808755d941a282782bad2f17d3c2463b-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzMxNzU4Mzk2NDtBUzo1MDUxNDUzOTk2MjM2ODBAMTQ5NzQ0NzQ1NjA3Nw%3D%3D&el=1_x_9&_esc=publicationCoverPdf
https://www.researchgate.net/?enrichId=rgreq-808755d941a282782bad2f17d3c2463b-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzMxNzU4Mzk2NDtBUzo1MDUxNDUzOTk2MjM2ODBAMTQ5NzQ0NzQ1NjA3Nw%3D%3D&el=1_x_1&_esc=publicationCoverPdf
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Costanza_Termine?enrichId=rgreq-808755d941a282782bad2f17d3c2463b-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzMxNzU4Mzk2NDtBUzo1MDUxNDUzOTk2MjM2ODBAMTQ5NzQ0NzQ1NjA3Nw%3D%3D&el=1_x_4&_esc=publicationCoverPdf
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Costanza_Termine?enrichId=rgreq-808755d941a282782bad2f17d3c2463b-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzMxNzU4Mzk2NDtBUzo1MDUxNDUzOTk2MjM2ODBAMTQ5NzQ0NzQ1NjA3Nw%3D%3D&el=1_x_5&_esc=publicationCoverPdf
https://www.researchgate.net/institution/Universita_Ca_Foscari_Venezia?enrichId=rgreq-808755d941a282782bad2f17d3c2463b-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzMxNzU4Mzk2NDtBUzo1MDUxNDUzOTk2MjM2ODBAMTQ5NzQ0NzQ1NjA3Nw%3D%3D&el=1_x_6&_esc=publicationCoverPdf
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Costanza_Termine?enrichId=rgreq-808755d941a282782bad2f17d3c2463b-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzMxNzU4Mzk2NDtBUzo1MDUxNDUzOTk2MjM2ODBAMTQ5NzQ0NzQ1NjA3Nw%3D%3D&el=1_x_7&_esc=publicationCoverPdf
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Andrea_Critto?enrichId=rgreq-808755d941a282782bad2f17d3c2463b-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzMxNzU4Mzk2NDtBUzo1MDUxNDUzOTk2MjM2ODBAMTQ5NzQ0NzQ1NjA3Nw%3D%3D&el=1_x_4&_esc=publicationCoverPdf
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Andrea_Critto?enrichId=rgreq-808755d941a282782bad2f17d3c2463b-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzMxNzU4Mzk2NDtBUzo1MDUxNDUzOTk2MjM2ODBAMTQ5NzQ0NzQ1NjA3Nw%3D%3D&el=1_x_5&_esc=publicationCoverPdf
https://www.researchgate.net/institution/Universita_Ca_Foscari_Venezia?enrichId=rgreq-808755d941a282782bad2f17d3c2463b-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzMxNzU4Mzk2NDtBUzo1MDUxNDUzOTk2MjM2ODBAMTQ5NzQ0NzQ1NjA3Nw%3D%3D&el=1_x_6&_esc=publicationCoverPdf
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Andrea_Critto?enrichId=rgreq-808755d941a282782bad2f17d3c2463b-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzMxNzU4Mzk2NDtBUzo1MDUxNDUzOTk2MjM2ODBAMTQ5NzQ0NzQ1NjA3Nw%3D%3D&el=1_x_7&_esc=publicationCoverPdf
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Angela_Moriggi?enrichId=rgreq-808755d941a282782bad2f17d3c2463b-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzMxNzU4Mzk2NDtBUzo1MDUxNDUzOTk2MjM2ODBAMTQ5NzQ0NzQ1NjA3Nw%3D%3D&el=1_x_4&_esc=publicationCoverPdf
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Angela_Moriggi?enrichId=rgreq-808755d941a282782bad2f17d3c2463b-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzMxNzU4Mzk2NDtBUzo1MDUxNDUzOTk2MjM2ODBAMTQ5NzQ0NzQ1NjA3Nw%3D%3D&el=1_x_5&_esc=publicationCoverPdf
https://www.researchgate.net/institution/Natural_Resources_Institute_Finland_Luke?enrichId=rgreq-808755d941a282782bad2f17d3c2463b-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzMxNzU4Mzk2NDtBUzo1MDUxNDUzOTk2MjM2ODBAMTQ5NzQ0NzQ1NjA3Nw%3D%3D&el=1_x_6&_esc=publicationCoverPdf
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Angela_Moriggi?enrichId=rgreq-808755d941a282782bad2f17d3c2463b-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzMxNzU4Mzk2NDtBUzo1MDUxNDUzOTk2MjM2ODBAMTQ5NzQ0NzQ1NjA3Nw%3D%3D&el=1_x_7&_esc=publicationCoverPdf
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Daniele_Brombal?enrichId=rgreq-808755d941a282782bad2f17d3c2463b-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzMxNzU4Mzk2NDtBUzo1MDUxNDUzOTk2MjM2ODBAMTQ5NzQ0NzQ1NjA3Nw%3D%3D&el=1_x_4&_esc=publicationCoverPdf
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Daniele_Brombal?enrichId=rgreq-808755d941a282782bad2f17d3c2463b-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzMxNzU4Mzk2NDtBUzo1MDUxNDUzOTk2MjM2ODBAMTQ5NzQ0NzQ1NjA3Nw%3D%3D&el=1_x_5&_esc=publicationCoverPdf
https://www.researchgate.net/institution/Universita_Ca_Foscari_Venezia?enrichId=rgreq-808755d941a282782bad2f17d3c2463b-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzMxNzU4Mzk2NDtBUzo1MDUxNDUzOTk2MjM2ODBAMTQ5NzQ0NzQ1NjA3Nw%3D%3D&el=1_x_6&_esc=publicationCoverPdf
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Daniele_Brombal?enrichId=rgreq-808755d941a282782bad2f17d3c2463b-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzMxNzU4Mzk2NDtBUzo1MDUxNDUzOTk2MjM2ODBAMTQ5NzQ0NzQ1NjA3Nw%3D%3D&el=1_x_7&_esc=publicationCoverPdf
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Daniele_Brombal?enrichId=rgreq-808755d941a282782bad2f17d3c2463b-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzMxNzU4Mzk2NDtBUzo1MDUxNDUzOTk2MjM2ODBAMTQ5NzQ0NzQ1NjA3Nw%3D%3D&el=1_x_10&_esc=publicationCoverPdf

Termine C., Buono D., Critto A., Moriggi A., Brombal D. (2017). “Ecological Civilization: What’s in It For Urban Sustainability?”. MEDIUM
Project Newletter No. IV. Availablke online at: http://us13.campaign-archive2.com/?u=0a375891fc96da485359880a5&id=d6b6d05034

Ecological Civilization: What's in It for Urban Sustainability?
By Costanza Terminel, Davide Buonol, Andrea Crittoz, Angela Moriggil’s, and Daniele Brombal**
! Department of Asian and North African Studies, Ca’ Foscari University Venice

2 Department of Environmental Sciences, Informatics, and Statistics, Ca’ Foscari University Venice
® Natural Resources Institute Finland (Luke)

The concept of ecological civilization (shengtai wenming (25X B) has been gaining increasing importance

in China’s official discourse on sustainability. It calls for a readjustment of the relationship between humans
and the natural environment they inhabit, based on a systemic approach to development. Domestic and
international observers are still divided over its concrete implications for urban sustainability: does it have a
potential to trigger positive change? Or is it rather a rhetorical tool, a buzzword void of any substance?

To find an answer to these questions, a team of MA students of the Department of Asian and North African
Studies and MEDIUM researchers at Ca’ Foscari University Venice are conducting a systematic review of
assessment systems devised to measure progress towards urban ecological civilization. The work is based
on the assumption that such systems act as normalizing tools, favoring the adoption of practices consistent
with the evaluation criteria they employ. By looking into assessment systems, we can therefore gain
valuable insights on the potential of ecological civilization for urban sustainability.

So far, the team has screened 25 assessment systems, published on Chinese scientific journals between
2008 and 2015. A total of 758 indicators have been extracted and characterized based on different
dimensions of sustainability and relevant assessment criteria. The definition of dimensions and criteria has
been conducted by triangulating scientific literature and Chinese policy documents, in order to allow for
comparison with previous studies and to reflect recent policy developments.

Preliminary results show that systems have a large predominance of environmental and social indicators,
respectively 49% and 25% of the total. If we cluster together social, cultural, and policy indicators (which
often go indistinctly under the dimension ‘society’), they account for 37% of the total. The potential for
ecological civilization driven innovation is evident in the cultural and policy dimensions. Indeed, they
appear to attach particular relevance to aspects such as ecological and environmental awareness,
education and research related to ecological issues, and-albeit to a lesser extent-to the embracement of
ecological lifestyles.

As to what extent ecological civilization is bound to influence urban governance still remains to be
ascertained further. Two aspects are key in this respect: (a) the degree and extent of participation of
stakeholders in the process of development of indicators systems; and (b) their concrete application in real-
life scenarios, to inform urban policy evaluation and formulation. This will be the next task for our team.

If you want to know more on our ongoing work on ecological civilization and urban sustainability, please
share your inquiries with Dr. Brombal at: daniele.brombal@unive.it.
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Figure. Reviewed indicators characterized by dimension (n.) and selected criteria (%)
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