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Abstract

The Records of New Woman Choi Yeongsuk in Sweden:
The Facts between the Myths and Rumors

Lee, Hyojin*

Since the late 19th century, Korean women have been able to receive
modernized education through missionary schools and private women’s
schools. Some of them decided to study abroad to learn modern knowl-
edge and encounter other cultures, improving their abilities for their
nation. Most of them studied in Japan, America, and China. In this pat-
tern, the experience of Choi Yeongsuk was very unique. She studied in
Shanghai and then went to Sweden in 1926 to study sociology at
Stockholm. She was the first Korean woman to receive a bachelor’s de-
gree in economics.

Despite her unique experience, there is limited existing research on
her. Unfortunately, most of the information about her is based on articles
in newspapers or magazines on the Korean side and shows a mix of facts
and rumors. Therefore, this paper aims to figure out her activities in
Sweden based on facts and reevaluate her life as an international figure.
After studying in Shanghai, Choi went to Sweden in 1926 to study sociol-
ogy at Stockholm. She studied under Gosta Bagge and G.H. Koch and be-
gan to build her knowledge of social economics. She also had connections
with Swedish royal family members such as Elsa Cedergren. While she
was studying in Sweden, she continually tried to introduce Korea to
Swedish society. Regarding her international activities, she is an im-
portant figure for helping us understand the lives of elite women in colo-
nial Korea and for elucidating the cultural interactions and mutual
awareness of Sweden and Korea at that time.

* Lecturer, Heidelberg Centre for Transcultural Studies, Heidelberg University, Germany
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Choi was not only a well-educated, westernized feminist, she was al-
so a realistic social activist. Due to her early death, she was not able to
realize her own dream or ideal, but what she tried to do has important
implications for modern Korea. Moreover, she can be reevaluated as a
key person for understanding the culture interactions between Korea and
Sweden through her activities as a transcultural figure.

Key words: Choi Yeongsuk, New woman, Sweden, Cultural exchanges between Sweden and

Korea, Oversea Koreans’ independence movement
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