From Edessa to Urfa

The Fortification of the Citadel

Cristina Tonghini

ARCHAEOPRESS ARCHAEOLOGY



ARIC] |
HAIL

MNE

ARCHAEOPRESS PUBLISHING LTD
Summertown Pavilion

18-24 Middle Way

Summertown

Oxford 0X2 7LG

www.archaeopress.com

ISBN 978-1-78969-756-8
ISBN 978-1-78969-757-5 (e-Pdf)

© Archaeopress and Cristina Tonghini 2021

Cover image: General view of the citadel from the north-east. Photo Luca Tarducci (2015).

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced, or transmitted, in any form or by any means,
electronic, mechanical, photocopying or otherwise, without the prior written permission of the copyright owners.
This book is available direct from Archaeopress or from our website www.archaeopress.com



Contents

ACKNOWIEAGEIMENLS........ooririerisiritie ettt st s s s s s i st st st it
L0003 413 41t o) ¢ BT iv
(08 4T LT iv
ADBSETACL ..ottt st et v
OZEL ottt bbb bbb bbb bbb bbb bbb s \Y
ChapPLer 1: INETOAUCTION. ..ottt es st as st st s st ss s s s s s s s s s s sassasbassassassasssssassassassassassassassassassans 1
Introduction to the city, from EAESsa t0 UTTA ....ovuvvvrriienrirmrnrirnisrissinsisnsisssssisssssisssssssssisssssssssisssssssssssssssssssssssssssassens 1
The citadel in PreVIOUS STUAIES wovuvvvirevirriniierissierissieiississississ s ssssssssssssssssss s ssssssssssssssssssssssasssssssssssssssssssssssssssssassens 3
Medieval fortifications in the Near East: a personal itinerary from Shayzar to Urfa........coccvevverrecneeeneeenneeeensnennne 5
The project: aim, methodology and the presentation of the reSults.......ocmvmreeereersiessiinerrerneineseseriseeiseeiseeins 9

Part 1 The fortification of the citadel: the written sources

Building and re-building: @ SUMMATY Of EVENLS.......ccvvevveieireireisissisissisissississississississississsssissssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss 11
Chapter 2: Edessa and its fortifications in Byzantine times (6th-11th centuries) (N. ZOrzi) ......cc..coovoverrrererrrennns 13
THE AZE Of JUSTIIAN c.vvvrveretrririeetcescistisse sttt sttt et 14
THE 7HN CENEUTY ettt sttt st ssss s s ssss s st s s s s s ssss s sass s ssss s ssssssssasssssasssnssnsssnsss 19
The siege of Edessa of 944 and the translatio of the mandylion to Constantinople............o.vvervirerrrirsrsrissrssressinsrenens 19
The second half of the T0th CENLUTY ...ttt sss s s ssss s ssssssssassssssassssssnssssss 19
THE 11th CENLUTY EVENES cuvvvrrvrereririerirsississisiessiss st sississsssssssssssssssssssssssasssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnsssssssssssssssasssssnssssss 20
Chapter 3: The citadels and the city walls in the Syriac sources (E. FIOT1) ......ccccoouuverrerrniresrenrrsssesssinnssssssinssinssenns 28
The first millennium: of Walls and flOOAS ....uvvurveririrrririieisiis st sassassassassassanen 28
The second millennium: TUIKS and CIUSAAETS......c.evurrrvrieririsisisissississississississsssssssssssssessssssssssssssssassassassassassassassassanes 31
Chapter 4: Edessa in Armenian sources (T.L. ANATEWS) ........ccccevvurvrrrernrinniinsiisssisssisssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnss 37
Appendix: Descriptions of Edessa’s fortifications in Matthew’s CRIONICle .....c...cvevvereeererereveneiseriseeirseieeiseise e 42
Chapter 5: The citadel of al-Ruha’ in the Arabic SOUICES: AN OVETVIEW .......ccevevvrververierieriinieeieriessssss s sssssssssnes

The early Islamic period (7th-10th centuries)........
The middle Islamic period (11th-14th centuries)

Chapter 6: The fortifications of Edessa in medieval Latin sources (D. Pringle) ..........cccoocoevrvmrrnrrernrnnrvnsrsnssinsrnnns 50
Concerning the cities of the Persians in the Promised Land, especially Edessa or Roas, its conquest,
and the war that the ChriStians are PreParing .....c..cceeveiveirrirsinsississinsississississssissssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssns 53
Appendix: ‘The cities of the Persians in the Promised Land, especially Edessa or Roas, its conquest,
and the war that the Christians are preparing’ (1146) ........covrevrrorssnsrisssnssisssssisssssisssssississssssissssssessssssssssssssissanns 54

Chapter 7: Ruha in the Persian sources: an elusive presence (S. CriStoforetti) ..........c.cooermerrrerrrerirnerirnerisssrinnnens 57

Chapter 8: The citadel of Urfa in the Ottoman written sources (0. USta)..........cccovvvrrvmrenrrnrnsrsnsesissssssssssssessinsenns 62
TNELOAUCEION 1arvurvertereseesesessassessassasssssassassas s sassssas s ss s s sas s s s es s s st s s s es s ssessessssasssssssesansssssnssnssssansansansansassansassassassans 62
A NOtE ON tErMINOLOZY ANA SOUTCES .vvvvvvrvrrirsiesririerireisesissie st ssseie st st ssse s sss s sasssnsssnesn 63
BEfOre The OLLOIMANS w.vvverieririiiesiesisiiesissaesiesestas s st ssss s s ses s s bes st es st s s s st sssssessesssssesssssssssssnsssssnsansassansassassassassanes 65
T1 ENE TOLN CONMEUTY ottt s st st sttt 65
T1ENE 178N CONEUTY ottt st s st st sass s 68
IN the 18th and 19th CENTUIIES .....uvvurverierieieisis sttt sttt s st s st s sssssssssassssssssssssssassasssssassassassassassassans 70

Part 2 The inscriptions from the citadel

Chapter 9: Notes on some Greek inscriptions from Edessa (N. ZOTZ1) .......ccccoevvrrvrrnrersrnsinsrinsessisssssnsssssssssssessissanns 77
Chapter 10: The Arabic inscriptions of the citadel of al-Ruha’ (Urfa/Sanliurfa) (R. Giunta)..........ccccoevrverrrrrrnnes 82
Abbasids

Mamluks



AGQ QOYUNIU 1ottt sss st ssssssssssssassssssssasssssssssssasssssassassassas s sas bbb bsbs st ssssssssssssssssassssssssassosas 86
OFLOIMIANIS «.vveevveeevreeeiieesteeitteeisseeisteessteessessseessssesssaessssessesessessssaessssssssessssesssssssassssssssseesssesesessssssssssssssssssesssnssssssessssssnsessssesns 90

Part 3 The fortification of the citadel: the material evidence

The archaeological ANALYSIS .........ccccvvvirvririininiiisissisississ s sssiss sttt ss s ssss s s sassssssssssssssasssssassssssasssssans 102
THE SIEE cvvvvveruererierseisessesseissss s ssiss st sss s tssssstssssssssssssssssssssssssssassssssssassassassassasbassassas s sss s sassssasssssassssssssssssssassossssos 102
Field-WOork MethOdOLOZY ...cvvviiriirirrirrirrirsinsissinsissississississsssssss s ss s s s ss s ss s s s s sssssssssssasssssssssssssasssssssssssoses 102
PreSentation Of the TESULLS ......cccevueiumiereiseieeiiseitseite ettt sttt st st 103

Chapter 11: The material evidence: Period 1 (post 3rd-6th centuries?) .........ccoevvmrevmrronrvonrrnrrnnrssinsresssesssesnnens 105
CRTOTI0LOZY wivvrrvririrririasisisssisisssisssssiss st sssssssssssssssasssss s sass s sass s ssss s s s st s s s ssss s ssss s sasssssassssssnssssssnsssnssnsss 105
The archaeological ANALYSIS ...t st ssss s ssss s sassssssans 109

Chapter 12: The material evidence: Period 2 (post 6th-11th centuries?)..........ccccovevrmernrrcvrrerrsnrssrsnssnsssnssnnnns 118

CHIONIOLOZY wvvrrvrreiiireieireiiseise sttt sttt
The archaeological analysis
Spolia in Tower L1: a preliminary note (A. Ricci)

Chapter 13: The material evidence: Period 3 (late 11th-12th centuries?)...
CRIONOIOZY w.vvvriiiririsirinsissississississississississississississss s ssssssssssssss s ssssnssnsssssssnes
The archaeological analysis

Chapter 14: The material evidence: Period 4 (13th-14th Centuries) ..........ceoevervvevrrnvnsrinsesrissssssssssesssssessons 141
CRTONIOLOZY wervrvrirvrtirieiieiisisisesiss ettt st b b sttt bbbt bnes 142
The archaeological ANALYSIS .....c.evuveireriierireie ettt st 144

Chapter 15: The material evidence: Period 5 (15th CENLUTY) ......ccevvvrverrerrirnrisnriineissresssssssssssss s sasssasssssssssssnns 160
CHPONIOLOZY 1vvvvvvairriaeisieisississ sttt iss st iss st iss i iss s ss st s sssssssssssassasssssasssssassasssssassassassassassassassassas s sas s sssasssssssssssssssones 160
The archaeologiCal ANALYSIS ......cceveirirrireirrirninrississisrissisrississississssissssisssss s ssss s ss s s s s s s s sssasssssassssssssssns 162

Chapter 16: The material evidence: Period 6 (16th CENtUTLY) ......cc.covvvvververrrernrirnriinriinsiissisessssisssssssssessssssssssssssnns 172
CRIONIOLOZY vvvvvevverinrisissississississ st st s siss st sasssss s ssss s ssss s ssss s sasssssassssssnsssssssssssssassasssnsssssssssnsssssasssnssnsses 173
The archaeological ANALYSIS ...t st ssss s ssss s ssssssssassssssnsssssssssssssssans 175

Chapter 17: The material evidence: Period 7 (17th CENtUTY) ......ccvvrvvrvrrnrivrrninsrsssssssssssssssessssssssssssssssasssessans 181

The archaeological analysis

Chapter 18: The material evidence: Periods 8 (18th-19th centuries) and 9 (post Ottoman to the present)...184
PEriod 8 (18EN-T19TN CONEUTIOS) ..uiviviriereeereresieieieieteistsistseteseeessesas et tststststssstssssassssssasassssssssssssssssssssssssssssasasasassssssssens
Period 9 (post Ottoman to the present)

Chapter 19: The masonry typology (with Technical Notes by J.-Cl. BESSAC) ......ccovvvvrerurerenerircrieriseriseriseerinens 187
ChAPLEr 20: CONCIUSIONS ....ovvvvevvrrviirsisressissesstsssstss s sasssssasssssassssssassssssassasssassasssassasssessassssssasssnsssssasssssasssssanssssassasssnsans 203

The constructional NiStOrY: @ SUMIMATY ......c.cvueeeeeriieiereicieeise ettt 203

Military architecture, building techniques and beyond...........c.ecveeeeureureereuneineineieeiseieise s eeas 206
PLALES ..ottt R 00 211
N £ 4 1=3 4 o kb QU PP 250
310 104N ) ¢ | PO 256

ii



Acknowledgements

First of all, I wish to express my gratitude to colleagues who have agreed to give their contribution to the research
on the citadel of Urfa and whose expertise has considerably enriched the results offered in this volume. I should
also like to thank the members of the small team who took part in field-work at Urfa, a reduced version of the
Shayzar team: Enrico Reali, Luca Tarducci, Cinzia Tavernari and Valentina Vezzoli.

I am grateful to my friend and colleague Daniela Meneghini, who was at my side when I visited a number of
fortifications in South-eastern Turkey, in 2012, at an early stage of the project.

I wish to thank a number of people who provided support in setting up and in developing the project: the then Italian
Ambassador, Gianpaolo Scarante, and the cultural attaché Gianluca Biscardji; the director of my department at that
time Paolo Calvetti; my colleagues Guido Rosada, Maria Teresa Lachin and Nicold Marchetti. For their precious help
and fruitful cooperation in field-work in Sanlurfa thanks are due to our colleagues of Kiiltir Varliklarini Koruma
Bélge Kurulu Miidiirliigii and of the Miize Miidiirliigii, especially Ramazan Baylan, Biilent U¢dag and Mubhittin Gigek.

Special thanks go to the late Maria Pia Pedani, who shared her knowledge of the country and of its history, and
provided connections that were vital for the development of the project.

I owe a debt of gratitude to many friends and colleagues who in various ways have provided help, advice and ideas
in the various phases of the project: Frédéric Bauden, Massimilano Borroni, Martino Diaz, Antonella Ghersetti, Julia
Gonnella, Mattia Guidetti, Claus-Peter Haase, Hansgerd Hellenkemper, Jeremy Johns, Hugh Kennedy, Bora Keskiner,
Lorenz Korn, Mehmet Onel, Scott Redford, Alessandra Ricci, Eleanor Sims, Jan Wilson, Duccia Zilio-Grandi.

For their essential support with the Turkish language I thank: Giampiero Bellingeri, Raffaella Biondo, Francesco
Boraldo, Nora Elbe, Matthias Kapler.

Anna Camuffo is thanked for her precious help with the administrative aspects of the project.
Iam very grateful to John Millerchip for his patient and meticulous work with the revision of the English manuscript.

Funds for the project were provided by the Ca’ Foscari University of Venice and by the Italian Ministry of Foreign
Affairs.

il



Conventions

For the sake of simplification, the modern name of Urfa is used in this publication instead of the various historical
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For the transliteration of the names of people and places, each chapter dealing with a specific language follows
the transliteration system in use in the field of studies concerned. In the rest of the volume, the current version of
place names is provided (for example Harran, as it is spelled in today’s Turkey, and not Harran), while for historical
toponyms and people the traditional transliterated version of the language of reference is used (Nir al-Din Zang;
Kahta if we use the ancient Arabic toponym for today’s Yeni Kale).
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Abstract

The study offered in this volume is the outcome of an archaeological research project focused on a specific
monumental area in the city of Urfa: its citadel.

Urfa is better known to the general reader by its ancient name, Edessa. Most of the studies concerned with Edessa/
Urfa have so far been based on the written documentation and are dedicated to the earlier part of its long history.
The post-classical period has rarely been the object of dedicated research, especially as far as the material evidence
is concerned. This is due in part to the fact that little evidence of the earlier Urfa survives in the modern urban
fabric of today. An exception is the city walls, fragments of which can still be seen, including an imposing citadel. An
archaeological project was therefore set up to help the potentials of this specific evidence to emerge.

Three seasons of field-work were carried out (2014-2016), concentrating on the study of the evidence preserved
above ground and employing the methods of stratigraphic analysis to identify the building sequence of the citadel
and to characterise the various building phases. Transformation of the relative sequence into absolute chronology
depended primarily on inscriptions in situ, but also on typological elements (masonry type, decorative elements,
specific architectural forms). A survey of the abundant written sources from different periods, in different languages
(Byzantine Greek, Syriac, Armenian, Arabic, Medieval Latin, Persian and Ottoman Turk) contributed relevant
information regarding Urfa and the development of the fortification works.

The volume is organised into three parts. The first contains the results of the survey of written sources, organised
according to the language or period involved. The second part offers a study of the inscriptions found at the citadel.
The third part presents and discusses the results of the archaeological and architectural analysis, organised in
relation to the sequence that was established and arranged into nine different periods. A study of classical decorative
elements re-employed in the masonry and a general typology of the masonry of the citadel complete this third part,
offering new evidence on the evolution of building techniques through a detailed characterization of the various
building phases and their components.

Ozet
(translated by 0. Usta)

Bu ciltte yer alan ¢alisma Urfa sehrindeki 6zel bir anitsal alani, sehrin kalesini, ele alan bir arkeoloji projesinin
sonucudur.

Genel okuyucu i¢in Urfa daha ¢ok antik ismi ile bilinmektedir, Edessa. Edessa/Urfa ile ilgili simdiye kadar
yapilan calismalarin ¢ogu yalnizca yazili belgelere dayanarak sehrin uzun gegmisinin daha erken dénemlerine
odaklanmaktadir. Ozellikle maddi kanitlar s6z konusu oldugunda klasik sonrasi dsnem nadiren 6zel bir ¢alismanin
konusu olmustur. Bu kismen erken dénem Urfa’dan geriye az sayida kalan kanitin modern kentsel dokunun
icinde yer almasi nedeniyledir. Gorkemli kalesi de dahil olmak tizere béliimleri hala goriinen sehir duvarlari ise
bir istisna olusturur. Bu nedenle bir arkeoloji projesinin bu 6zel maddi mirasin potansiyellerinin ortaya ¢ikmasi
icin hazirlanmasi gerekti. 2014 ve 2016 yillar1 arasinda toplam ti¢ sezonluk bir saha calismasi gerceklestirildi. Bu
calismalar yiizeyde kalan korunmus maddi kalintilarin incelenmesine hasredildi. Calismalarda stratigrafi analizi
metotlar1 kullanarak kalenin yapim dizileri tanimlandi ve gesitli yapim asamalarinin 6zellikleri saptandi. Birbiriyle
baglantili olan yapim dizilerinin kronolojik bir siraya donistiiriilmesi 6ncelikle yerinde bulunan yazitlara bagh
olsa da tipolojik unsurlara (duvar tipi, dekoratif unsurlar, 6zel mimari bicimler) da bagliydi. Farkli dsnemlerden ve
farkli dillerden zengin yazili kaynaklarin (Bizans Grekgesi, Siiryanice, Ermenice, Arapga, Ortacag Latincesi, Farsca ve
Osmanlh Tiirkgesi) etiit edilmesi Urfa ve tahkimat calismalarr ile ilgili bilgilere katki sagladi.

Bucilt i kisma ayrilmistir. {lk kisim yazili kaynaklarin arastirma sonuglarini icermektedir ve ilgili dil ve déneme gére
boliimlere ayrilmistir. tkinci kisim kalede bulunan yazitlarin incelenmesine ayrilmistir. Ugiincii kisim dokuz farkh
déneme ayrilmis yapium dizilerini inceleyen ve tartisan arkeolojik ve mimari analizlerin sonuglarini sunmaktadir.
Ugtincii kisim klasik siisleme unsurlarinin duvarcilikta yeniden kullanilmasinin ve kale duvarlarinin genel bir
tipolojisinin bir incelenmesi ile tamamlanmaktadir. Bu inceleme de cesitli yapim asamalarinin ve bilesenlerinin
ayrintil bir tavsifi sayesinde yapim tekniklerinin gelisimi tizerine yeni kanitlar sunmaktadir.



